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SERMON . 


* SEPTUAGESIMA' SUN DAY. 


On the comparative Aftivity of Chriſtians 
and Worldings it in their hp gets Purſuits, 


refraineth himſelf from all things: and 


_ they, indeed, that they may receive a cor- 
ruptible crown; but, we an incor rrup PIE 


one. 1 Cor. c. ix. ver. 25 


* 


- Tat reaning of the Apollle, in the 
© wordsof my text is particularly deſervin 8 

ol our attention; fince, by reaſoning in a 
ſimilar manner, and drawing compari- 


ſons like to that which he has drawn, we 
may be enabled to withſtand the aſſaults 
of a very dangerous temptation, and be 
Furniſhed with a powerful incentive to 


A 


iirtue. | We live inthe midſt of a ſcene 


* 
= 


*. \ x 


Ever one that 3 for the l 


Vor. II. e 1 


1 


"#0. 
of iviquity: ' thouſands of our fellow 
creatures, nay, even the far greater part 
of them, hurried on by the impetuoſity 


* 


of their, paſſions, or deluded, by the in- 
ſidious arts of the enemies to their hap- 


ineſs, bave, corrupted, their, ways 5, are 


1 ſecking after enjoyments and intereſts, 
= incompatible with virtue; and are in- 
tent On the gr tifacati 
lawful defire. Every where, the Juſt of 
the fleſk, the luſt of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, are the idols to which men 
give their homage, i in oppoſition to the 
living God: and their example too fre- 
quently makes a foreible impreſſion upon 
our minds, and tempts us to quit the. 


n of every un- 


narrow path which. virtue and religion 


trace out. heſore us, and enter into the 
gay and flowery. walks. of criminal we 


ſure; into that broad and open way, 


. which, to man' 8 deluded eye, ſeems to 


abound. withiall that is beautiful and en- 
Sac. ee Jaſt in endleſs | 
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Even in the ſociety of Chriſtians, the | 
influence of bad example is but too ſen- 


 fGbly. felt. Chriſtians every where 


_ abound, whoſe lives are a direct contra- 


diction to their profeſſion and religious 
principles. O Of theſe che number, power, 
and influence, daily encreaſe; mm the 


threaten the utter extindtion of virtue 


from the face of the earth. How ſhalt 
we ſecure ourſelves againſt this conta- 


gion? Muſt we retire from the world, 


and bury ourſelves in the ſolitude: of a 


deſert? No, my friends, we cannot; we 
muſt not all of us do that. There are 


duties, which the Almighty hath allotted 
to each of us, to be difcharged in the 


world; we are therefore under a neceſ- 


fity of living inthe ſociety of the wicked; 


and yet we muſt ourſelves be virtuous; 


or we cannot be happy either in time or 


- eternity. What then is to be done? 
Why, my bre 
poiſon of bad example into an antidote ; 


2 7 {inſtead of being gained * to fol- 5 So ; 
OE. B 1 : low 


ethren, we muſt convert the bh 
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low the guilty ſteps of the children of this 


world, make their condu& the occaſion 


of our improvement in good, This is 


what is done by the Apoſtle in the epiſ- 
tle of this day. Deſcribing the zeal, the 
ardour, the courage, the inflexible per- 


ſeverance, with which the champions 


in the public games contended for the 


palm of victory, he animates us to exert 
- ourſelves with equal ardour, that we may 
obtain an incorruptible crown, an inhe- 


ritance undefiled, and which cannot fade, 


. reſerved for us in heaven. 


Purſuing. therefore, this idea of the 
Apoſtle, we will this day conſider the 


activity and zeal of the lovers of this 
vVorld in the proſecution of iniquity, or, 
at beſt, of vanity ; and our own com- 


parative indolence and remiſſneſs in the 


purſuit of truth, grace, and bliſs: that, 
guided by ſuch. refleions, we may 
make the contagious air which is breath- 
| ed i in the world become ſalutary to our 


fouls, and be fortunate enough to > find. A: 


1 


pure ſpring of virtue, even amidſt. the 
polluted ſtreams of iniquity. \,. 
If, therefore, you deſire to know in 
what manner you ought to labour for 
your improvement in virtue, and what 
| ſhould be your fervour in the ſervice of | 
God, conſider attentively the image 
placed before you by St. Paul, in this 
day's epiſtle. The combatants of whom 
he ſpeaks, were thoſe who entered the 
liſts in the Olympic or Iſthmian games. 
They were prepared for the conteſt, by 
being brought up from their early youth, 
under the ftriteſt regimen: they ab- 
ſtained from all things, ſays the Apoſtle: 


and we find, in thoſe ancient authors 


who give an account of the manner in 
vhich they were formed for the combat, 
that they were allowed to eat only cer- 
tain kinds of food, and at certain hours. 
The uſe of vine, or of any of the delica- 


cies of life, was entirely forbidden them; _ 


they were debarred from every kind of 
ſenſual enjoyments ; all their exerciſes _ 
— woos auſtere and rigorous: | and theſe 


Ds TTY bend. 


1 


a n were ſubmitted to from the - 
hope of gaining an advantage, trilling 


indeed of itſelf, a crown of olive or 


| parſley: but to their vanity made great 
and eſtimable, by the conſequent ap- 
plauſe of their fellow citizens, and the 
fame of their victory, which was cele- 
brated in all the provinces of Greece. 
At the fame time it muſt be obſerved, that 


the prize ſo eagerly contended for could 


ER V' - 4 


. 


rality of the inhabit 
_ You fee men in every claſs of life, from 


be obtained only by one, and conſe. | 


quently all but that fortunate one, re- 


ceived only vexation and diſappoint- 


toll. 


exhibired. before our eyes. Took zound 


you, my brethren, and take a view of the 
ations of the gene- 
5 of the earth. EA 


bufineſs and ocem 


the throne to the cottage, all pr 


5 ment, in return for fo much labor and | 


A ſcene — Galler to e iv daily 5 


io themſelves ſome objeR, in which they 


fancy a degree of comfort and happineſs. 


will be. found. See. while they are 


—. 


3 F - . 
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 firiving for the scquifftion of temporal 


feflings, ſee the eagerheſs which is ex- 
preſſed in their countenances; and dis- 
played in their whole exterior; Take 
notice with what pain and tot}, and yet 
with what cheerful activity and unre- 
miitting ardour, they dte carried on in 
the flattering purſuit. The ambitious 
mad, whoſe grand aim is the Attainment 
of 'varthly honours dntl- dignities; the 
valti-gloriots, whoſe heatt(parits after the 
eſteem and appluuſe of his 'contetrip6.. 
aries; the covetous; who rejolees ia 
che midſt of ac umufated weulth; theſe = 
met Every difficulty, Expoſe themſelves 
to every dunger, encounter every ob. 
flaele, fim even life icfelf, for the ob. 
timing ef the end of their wines. Ob. 
rve how many eringing fubmiffens to 
thoſe whoſe fivotir and intereſt can för- 
ward their pretenfionsz how many fer- 
vile flatteries te the great ones of the 
earth; bot many hamihating 2 
Seneſes 3 16 Now many 
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ere yet they reach the ſummit which they 


-wiſh to gain! Still, in ſpite of diſappoint- 


ment, they puſh, they ſtruggle on, and 


ſeem to gain new vigor from the op- 
poſition which 1s made to their en- 
deayours. 

Ob! my Wen you and 1 wks 


been taught, by the oracles of eternal 
truth, that virtue ſecures to us the pol. 


ſeſſion of immortal and infinite happineſs; 
that it leads to honors, riches, and fame; 
and to honours. far more elevated, to 


dignities more illuſtrious, to treaſures, 
more abundant, to fame more permanent, 


and more widely extended than any 


Which can poſſibly be acquired in this 
world. Our religion offers us the friend- 
hip of the King of Kings, as the object 
of our ambition; opens for us a 1 
into an eternal kingdom, which is ours 
if we do but contend for it; points out 
to us the means of making our name 


renowned among all chat are wiſe, 1 
and good; of acquiring the eſteem of 


be inhabitants of the bleſſed Jeruſalem, 


and © 


N 
and = that eternal Being whoſk eſtecm 
alone conſtitutes true honour, whoſe 
approbation is true glory. We, then, 
who have theſe advantages in view; we, 
with this noble proſpect before us 
what have we hitherto done? What 
have we ſuffered? What ſacrifice have 
we made of our time, fortune, abilities? 
What reſtraints have we put on our appe- 
tites? What violence have we offered 
to our inclinations, with a view to the 
attaining of theſe glorious diſtinctions? 
Have we done as much for the honors 
of heaven, as the ſlaves of worldly am- 
bition daily do for the dignities of the 
earth? This is indeed ſaying but little, 
for heaven deſerves infinitely more. But, 
I repeat it, have we done as much, or 
are we now diſpoſed to do as much for 


the future; N 
With regard to what. you will do pere ; 


3 ew, my brethren, 1 can only hope; 3 


but, as to the paſt, I greatly fear you 
cannot anſwer in the affirmative. - | When, 
N look back on the e of your 
8 . «= lives 


1 


Iva which has e fince your reaſen 
began to open, and you were made ac- 
quainted with your deftination to immor- 
tality, you find that ſome thoughts have 
been raifed up to heavenly things; you 
have felt fome faint defires of feeuring to 
yourſelves future happineſs: ; but the 
intenfity of your application and ſtudy 
has been given to the carth, and its ad- 
vantages: for theſe your hearts have 
glowed with all the warmth of affeQion, 
Out of the number of years you have 
been upon the earth; you diſcover ſome 

_ few half hours ſcattered up and down. 

mi your lives, which have been employed 
about the concerns of eternity; though 
width much languor, coldnefs, and indif- 
ference: but that about which you have 
been really in earneſt, was the providing . 
of the neceſſaries, the conveniencies, 


rts, and ſatisfactions of this life, h 


Tue ert objeft bas been to incres 
our eee to maintain nom rank | 


f ee 


— 


. "x 11 1 | 
greater part of this aſſembly could ſay 
with truth and fincerity, that their lives 
have not been {cot in this manner! | 
What did I fay in this manner? Ah! 
it will be more proper to wiſh that they 
had been ſpent in this manner only. 
Then, indeed, they would have been 
vainly, footiſtily, and unprofitably ſquan- 
dered away: but now, it is more than 
probable they have been defiled by a 
ſhameful indulgence of eriminal paſſions, 
by impurities, imemperance, n "_ 
| any other enormities. 

But, as a general compariſon benen 
the zeal arid activity of a Chriſtian in 
working out his ſalvation; and the affix 


duity of the worldly man in the proſecus- 
tion of his ſehemes, wilk not bring trutetn 


home to your hearts with ſo much effect 
as a ore particular view of their ref. 
peRive e conduct, I wilkbeg leave to pro- 
ceed to 4 More näigute inveltigation. 
Fe children of this world conſine all 
th pie omg aud „ 5 
ore, acting 
: conſiſtently 
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conſiſtently at leaſt, they make it their 
- conſtant ſtudy to obtain the advantages 


— 


and pleaſures of life in the greateſt 


abundance. Chriſtians profeſs them- 


ſelves citizens of heaven, and lay a claim 


do its immortal. gifts and bleflings ; they 


declare that their chief hopes and expec- 


| | tations center in the good things of a2 


| future world: and, at the ſame time, it 


is with repugnance and regret that they 


give them any ſhare of their attention. 


The children of this world, when dif- 


appointed in their aims, loſe not courage, 


but ſtill perſevere in their efforts to gain 
their ends; while Chriſtians, who are 

- contending for a crown of glory, at the 

firſt oppoſition from the world, ;the fleſh, 


> or the prince of darkneſs, loſe all their 
ſpirit, give up the cauſe, and throw 


themſelves into the arms of the enemies 
to their. happineſs. The children of this 


world, not content with a mediocrity of | 


| peſt of another, which * frive to at- 


fortune, puſh. themſelves ſtill forward; 5 


one eminence gained. gives them a proſ- 


tain 
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taĩn to likewiſe: but the tepid Chriſtian 
is ſatisfied with that ſhare of virtue which 
he thinks will juſt withhold him from 


falling into the abyſs of perdition: with- 


out concern, he indulges habits of yenial 
offences, or what he often very falſely | 
imagines to be but venial; and pays no 
more regard to the friendſhip of his 
Creator, than he thinks he muſt do, in 
order to avoid the extremity of miſery. 
The children of chis world fubmit to any _ 
thing, however painful, for the, gaining 
of their ends: eaſe and health are rea- 
dily facrificed to their ruling. paſſion? | 
Chriſtians repine, if called upon to ſuffer 
any thing to merit eternal bliſs. If prayer 


give uneaſineſs, if it be a confinement 


to the wanderings of the i imagination, it 
is omitted. If faſting be found painful 


and mortifying to a corrupt appetite, a 


thouſand excuſes are imm 
their health is impaired; 

delicate conſtitution; their ſtate of life 
will not admit of it. If ſolitude be re- 


-Qiz lately f ramed: 


commended as efficacious in TOs 5 


- em: 


— 


they are of a 


- 


_—_—_— 


— artifan, the mechanic, who: labours to 


- 


them back _ SifttaRiony and diſipa- 
tions, and cauſing them to liſten to the 
maxims of heavenly wiſdom, they fay 
they are afraid of being moped, and 
becoming gloomy and melancholy. What 
@ contraſt, my brethren, between the 
zeal of worldlings in proſecuting their 
deſigns, and that of the ſervants of the 
Moſt High in their endeavours to do: his: 
wilt? . TY 

_  Nay,nmy friends Abort Tooking f rem 
home, what a contraſt there is between 
Four own zeal and fervour while > you Tat 
bour for the earth, and while your views 

are directed to Heaven? Where is the” 


perfect himſelf in the ſcienee of the 
Saints, with half the application which he 
gives tothe improvement of his art, and 


the acquiring of cn giver Mill i in prone + rr 


moſt precic ous part of life are — - 


devoted and after that, every new in- 
vention by that art is ſtudied with the 


vemol care: torheother iv allotted hard- : 3 


t 18 1 6 


6 Iy one bal hour 20 the courſe of a We 


Is the merchant as attentive to the maiti- 
taining of an intercourſe and correſs 

pondenee with that world of immortal 
ſpirits, which contains the real ſeat of his 


fortunes and poſſeſſions, as he is to the 
enlarging of his commerce, and the ex- 
tending of his connections? 'Do the 
fofter ſex, in general, take near the pains. 
to decorate their fouls with the orna- 
ments of grace and holineſs; to render 


them beautiful in the eyes of Jeſus, the 


_ chaſte ſpouſe of their hearts, as to culti- 
vate the beauty of the body, the graces * 
of their perſon; to draw the attention 
of others to the taſte andelegance of their 
dreſs, and become pleaſing andagrecable- | 
in the eyes of thoſe who behold them? 

Great God! how. differently art thou 
ſerved, from the world and che paſſions !. 
In the education of children, of thoſe * 
particularly who are born to eaſy cir- 


every elegant accompliſhment, to-habi. 


— 


7 ” 


„ 3 
| they are taught to dreſs, to dance, to ſtep, 
and move. gracefully, to ſpeak the lan- 
guage, and be proficients in all the man- 
ners of good breeding. This is uſually 
conſidered as far more important, than 
impreſſing on their infant minds the 
principles of religion and moral virtue, 
and nouriſhing an early piety in their 
hearts. The grand objett is, to fit them 
for the world: and to this their inno- 
cence and virtue is often inhumanly 
ſacrificed by the very authors of their 
being; who, to uſher them into life, in- 
troduce them into thoſe ſcenes of diſſi- 
pation, vanity, and folly, where their 
yoiing paſſions are all inflamed at once; 
their minds grow giddy, and are intoxi- 
cated with a round of pleaſure; and wil- 
dom and virtue are laughed to ſcorn, 
Oh! my brethren, men can cheerfully 
ſerve the world; becauſe they love the 
world, and the things of the world. Dif- 
ficulties, troubles, and perplexities, at- 
tend every thing they do for God. 
they deſpond at every ſtep in their way 
Eo oo 


to peifefion,l becauſe divine love has not 5 
yet taken full poſſeſſion of their hearts. 


No; if you are thus indifferent about 


the good things of eternity, thus eaſily 
diſconcerted by oppoſition and trouble 
in your endeavours to attain. them, you 
do not really love them, notwithſtanding 
all your profeſſions, | Love feels no pain; 
| knows no coldneſs, no indifference: it 
gives wings to the ſoul, and carries us 
ſwiftly on to an union with the m__ of 
our affections. 
Open therefore your eyes, Ty) 2 :; 
3 Chriſtians, to ſee, now at leaſt, 
the folly and inconſiſtence of your con- 
dukt. Shall it ever be found, that the 
children of this world are wiſer in their ge- 
neration than the children of light ? 
| (Luke xvi.) You call yourſelves chil- 
| dren of light: learn therefore, at leaſt, 
from the lovers of this world, from the 

| ſlaves of their paſſions, to ſhake off your 
indolence. Be one thing or the other 
determinately. If you hong choſen the 
Lo! — for _ inheritance, part 
: then 
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Once: 


guided by his law. 


£ 8 ] 
then with the world and its follies at 
be afRuated by his ſpirit, and 


- 
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In all the variety 


of life, in the whole ſeries of your actions 
and converſation, have your faces ever 
turned towards the bleſſed Jeruſalem, 


n that 
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SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY. 


On Reading ad Hearing the Word of God. 


- together, and dee 5 out of the dig 


unto lum, Jeſus ſpake by a aca 


| 4 wer not on n e . 
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: preted thts ken the ſeed here ſpoken” 2 
of, as he informed his diſciples, is he 


word of God. The fouls of men had long 
lain uncultivated. The Creator, by ima 
printing upon their hearts in the begin- 
ning the principles of the law of nature, 
had indeed ſown the firſt ſeeds of truth 
ade virtue: but, alas! in „ 
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K 
of our original corruption, human pride 
was deeply. rooted there alſo; and ſhot 
forth a variety of baneful and poiſonous 
| weeds, which over-ran the ſoil, inſomuch 
that the fruits of virtue could hardly ever 
be brought to maturity. The paſſions 
had gained the aſcendant over thoſe 
hearts which were formed for holineſs 


4 and truth; and the world had exhibited, 


for four thouſand years, a melancholy | 
ſpectacle of every ſpecies of iniquity. 
5 At length Jeſus came down from heaven, 
and delivered to mankind the words of 
eternal life. He has diſſeminated the 
dottrines which point out the path to vir- 
tue and happineſs; has commanded all 
the children of men to receive and che- 
riſh- the heavenly ſeed; and has aſſured 
us, that if our endeavours be not want- 
ing, he will water it in ſuch manner with 
the dews of his grace, that it ſhall not fail 
to produce abundarjt fruits, on which we | 
mall feaſt with exquiſite delight for end- 
leſs ages. The greater part of theſe doc- 


trines he has delivered to us in the ſacred | 
OY 


E 
Scriptures, and has commanded his Mi- 
niſters to inculcate them, without ceaſing, 
to his people, in exhortations and in- 5 
ſtrudtions to the end of tine. 

Here it may not be improper to take 
notice that the Catholic Church is bitter- 
ly reproached, by many who diſſent from 
her communion, with the cruelty of de- 
priving her members of the uſe of the 
divine word, by forbidding them to read 
and ſearch the ſcriptures. Were this . 
accuſation well ſupported, ſhe would 


indeed be cruel and unjuſt, But nothing 5 


_ can be farther from the truth : the Coun- 
cil of Trent, in variousdecrees, expreſſes 
the greateſt earneſtneſs and anxiety, that | 
the faithful may be made well acquainted 
with the ſacred writings; that they may 
be enlightened, guided, and penetrated 
with the truths of that heavenly wiſdom 
Which they impart; and has commanded 
all the paſtors of the Church to make it 
their conſtant care to explain them to 
their people, particularly on Sundays and 
m 4 elt the ſheep of Chriſt's 
5 2 (OE | e 
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« fold, fas the Council; ſhould ſuffer 


4 hunger; left*the children ſhould aſk 


« for bread, and there be none to break 
« jt for them; leſt the heavenly trea- 
« ſure of the ſacred books, which the 
« Holy Ghoſt bath ſo liberally be- 
1 queathed to mankind, ſhould lie ne- 
* pleted.” See Sefl. 22, c. 8. and 
Seſſ. 5, c. 1. de Refor. Nor was there 
ever any law enacted by the Supreme i 
legiſlative power in the Catholic Church, 

f by which the reading of the Tacred'y writ- 
ings was prohibited. 
But, I ſhall be aſked; = 15 it not true, 
s that ſome reſtraints have been laid on 
the indiſcriminate reading of the _ - 
«/ « Scriptures i in the vulgar tongue, if not 
by the decrees of a general Council, at 
« leaſt by the authority of the Roman 
„ Pontiff?** Undoubtedly there have; 


f and, as I conceive, and hope to make ap- 
pear, with: very good reaſon. About 


| E which were judged to 
8 % deviate 


the time of what is called the Reforma- 1 
tion, many tranſlations of the eee 


— 


1 


Aubin ſome places very widely from j 
the genuine ſenſe and ſpirit of the ori- 
ginals. On that account, certain regu- 
lations concerning the reading of the 
Scriptures | were drawn up by ſome pru- 
dent and learned perſons, whom the 
Fathers of the Council of Trent appoint- 
ed for that purpoſe; and the regulations 
they propoſed were afterwards confirm 
ed by Pope Pius the fourth. One of 
theſe regulations prohibits the reading of 
tranſlations which were judged to have 
| corrupted the word of God. Another, 
ſtating, that from the indiſcriminately | 
permitting of che illiterate to read the 
ſacred writings, more detriment than 
real utility was likely to enſue, orders 
that the faithful ſhall not read the Scrip- 
tures in the vulgar tongue, without the 
soidance and permiſſion of their Paſtors, 

Now I may confidently appeal 10 
every diſpaſſionate man, to ſhew me in 
what manner theſe regulations ( ſuppoſi ng 
them to be in full force, which in many 
Places they W are n carry with 
them 


„ 
them any thing detrimental or injurious 
to the faithful. With reſpe& to the 

firſt prohibition, is the ſhepherd to be 
blamed. who reſtrains his flock from 
grazing among what he believes to be 
poiſonous herbs? Is he not rather to 
be highly commended for his attention 
to their ſafety? As to the ſecond regula- 
tion, which commands the laity to be 
guided by their paſtors. in reading the 

Scriptures; it is very evident, that in 

ute Scriptures there are, as St. Peter 

has obſerved, ſome things. hard to be 

: under ſtood, which-the unlearned and unſta- 

ble wreſt, to their own deſtruction: and 

therefore he exharts the faithful. to take 
heed, left, being laid afide by. the error of 
the unwiſe, they all rom their own ſtead- 
faſtneſs.” (2 Pet. iii.) But how can they 
more effectually take heed, than by | ſub-. 

jy mitting themſelves to thoſe whom Chriſt 
= has given paſtors, and dofors, that hence- 

. YZ by - forth we be no more children toſſed to and 

1 eo, and carried about with * wind of 

n * .J. 3 
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It is certain, with regard to -fpitimnad 
as well as corporal food, that all meats, 
though good | in themſelves, are not falu- 
tary to every conſtitution; that ſome, 
as St. Paul remarks, have need of milk; 
(Heb.'v.) and others, of firong ment. a 
No rational man would wiſh, for example, 
that thoſe who are tempted to deſpair of 
God s mercies, ſhould: apply particularly 
to ſuch parts of Scripture; as deſcribe 
* ſeverity of his juſtice, and all the 
terrors of His vengeance; or, that the 
impenitent 'finner ſhould heighten his 
deſtructive prefumptien, by dwelling on 
thoſe paſſages which diſplay only the 
divine goodneſs, | Surely, therefore, the 
prudent and friendly hand which points 
out to individuals that part of the hea- 
venly oracles which is more ſuited to 
their reſpeftive exigencies, does then | 
an effential-fervice. A regulation like 
this, inſtead of being a prohibition from 
reading the Scriptures, is in fac a com- 
mand to read them; but to read th n 
nenn | 
Vor. . by 
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by "IP Indeed, my oh the 
jarring opinions, the endleſs contradic- 
tions, the various abuſes, that have pro- 
ceeded from the promiſcuous, unreſ- 
trained, and unguided uſe of the Scrip- 
tures, arean evident, though melancholy 
proof of the wiſdom of ſome ſuch eclas 
tions as thoſe above mentioned 6 

Having ſaid thus much in e ee 
of our diſcipline on this bead, I muſt 
ſay to you in particular, my friends, 
that I fear the conduct of ſome Chriſtians 
in our communion has, in ſome degree, 
given riſe to this falſe accuſation of pro- 
hibiting the Scriptures. Had they, who 
charge us with this cruelty and injuſtice, 
ſeen us at all times, placing our chief 
delight in peruſing theſe: ſacred books, 
and imbibing the divine - truths they 
contain, it would not have been poſſible 
for them to have credited ſuch an alper- 
ſion. For your parts, my beloved, you 
know well, chat inſtead of being deterred 

from reading the beavenly oracles, you 


are earneſtly. exhorted to give them your 
L120 


„„ * 
firſt and chief attention. "You have the 
Scriptures in your poſſeſſion: at leaſt 
you can, and ought to have them. Your 

late Prelate was indefatigable -in his 
_ endeavours to preſent you with à com- 

plete and faithful verſion of them, Prove 
therefore, by your conduct, that the 
imputation thrown on your religion is 
totally groundleſs. Let it be the darling 
occupation of your leiſure hours to liſten 
to the voice of God, either addreſſing | 
himſelf to you in thoſe ſacred books, or 
by the mouths. of his miniſters to whom 
he has given charge of your ſouls. 
That I may do my endeavours to en- 
gage you to this practice, I will now ſay 
ſomething, in the firſt place, on the dig- 
nity and importance of che word of 
God; and ſecondly, 1 will ſhow you; 
from the parable in this day's Goſpel, 
in what manner you are to read or hear 
it, if you deſire it ſhould 8 8 in 
FEW? ſoulle.--: „ 
I. The dignity and a Hake 


truths cantained in the Goſpel, appears 
"Ci. ian 


1 
in the fulleſt evidence when we reflect 
that they are the words God, the dic- 
tates of that eternal wiſdom from 
whence all light, all ſcience is derived. 
The prophet Iſaias, when he was com- 
miſſioned to deliver to mankind the 
words of the Moſt High, filled with a 
juſt fenfe of the majeſty of that Being, 
whoſe commands he was to announce, 
invoked the heavens and the earth to 
liſten in refpectful filence.. Hear, ſaid 
he, ol ye heavens, and give ear, oh qarth, 
for the Lord hath ſpoken. (Iſ. i.) The 
edicts of the Kings of this world juſtly 
command our attention and reſpe&: the 
wiſdom of the philoſopher, and the eru- 
dition of the learned, excite our eſteem 
and admiration: the kind admonitions 
of a parent or a friend, are liſtened to 
with deference, with pleafure, with af. 
fection and gratitude. Behold then, in 
the Seriptuxes, a King publiſhes. his 
decrees ; not merely a — of the 


Earth, theralerof 2 kinge om which ſhall 
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| Kings 2 Lord of Lords, before whoſe: 
majeſty all earthly greatneſs ſinks into 
meanneſs, and diſappears. The moſt 
tranſcendentwiſdom that ever enlightened 
the mind of man or angel, is but a faint 
ray iſſuing from that eternal wiſdom 
which dictated theſe ſacred writings. In 
them, an affectionate friend, who has | 
our intereſts near his heart, gives us that 
_ counſel which he infallibly knows will 
moſt effectually promote them. A render 
parent leads us by the hand into the ways 
of peace, pleaſantneſs, and happineſs. 
In the Scriptures, in a word, the Al- 
mighty God of heaven and earth deigns 
to ſtoop to a familiarity with his creatures 
Whenever you read or hear the word of 
God, he converſes with you no leſs really. 


and truly, than if you ſaw him before 


you. Whatever be your rank and con- 
dition here, however lowly and mean 
your appearance in the eyes of men, he 
addreſſes himſelf to you; as really and 
immediately, as if you alone exiſted: 
for in his fight here is no reſpett of per- 
1s; SS - ſons, 


E 1 
Wong, no diſtinction but that which you 


- yourfelves make, by the diſpoſitions with 
which you liſten to his voice. 

And what are the fubjetts on which 
he converſes with you? Subjects in 
which you are moſt deeply intereſted, 
on which all your pleaſure, advantage, 
and happineſs, depend for time and 
eternity. He holds out to you a light | 
which may guide your ſteps ſecurely 

through the perils of life, in the midſt 

of the ſnares which your enemies have 

| fpread every where around you, and 

conduRt you to that felicity which 
is the end of your being. He gives you 
counſel in your doubts, comfort in your 
ſorrows; relief in your diftreſſes, whe- 
ther they affect your bodies or your im- 
mortal ſouls. He furniſhes a remedy 
for all your diſorders, heals all the wounds 
_ which the arrows of human adverſity can N 
inllict, and abates the raging heat of con- 
cupiſcence. He lays open the ſanftuary 
of heaven before you, and, by holding 


out to Few view a glorious proſpect inta 
immort al 


C 31 J 
immortal bliſs, enables you to look down 
with conſcious dignity on all that paſſes 
with time; to view your worldly proſ- 
perities without exultation or triumph, 
and your earthly trials and ſufferings 
without anguiſh, ſorrow, or dejection.“ 
Oh! my beloved friends, how blind 
are the gencrality of, men to their true 
intereſts! They ſpend ſeveral years in 
learning a trade or an art; ſeven years 
of the moſt precious part of life are 
commonly devoted to it: and they grudge 
not the time thus employed, becauſe they 
hope, by their improvement in that art, 
to be able to provide themſelves a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtance. But, though Jeſus, 
deſcending from heaven, hath chene a 
divine ſchool, to which he invites vou 
to reſort, that you may learn that im- 
portant art by which you are to provide 
for the ſubſiſtance of your immortal ſouls 
in a future life ; and aſſures you, that 
unleſs you make yourſelves well ac- 
quainted with his inſtructions, and reduce 
them: to continual practice, you will 
8 | pine 
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pine in the extremity of diſtreſs through- 
put eternity; ſtill it is not without re- 
luictance that you will liſten to his voice. 
Impatient and eager. to be informed of 
every thing elſe, for this kind of ſcience 
alone you have no curioſity. In thoſe 
moments of leiſure which can be ſpared 
from your labours or occupations; on 
the Lord's day at leaft, when the general 
_ buſineſs of life is ſuſpended to give place 
to this neceſſary employment, how are 
you occupied? Had you but a ſenſe of 
the honour your God does you: i in con- 
verſing with you, and communicating 
to you his truths: did you hut know the 
5 gift of God, and who it 15 that ſpeaketh ta 
von: did you but value your eternal 
intereſts, as much as you do the petty 
advantages of this world; you. would 
ſeize moſt eagerly that Precious time, 
and employ it afliduoully in filling your 
- minds. with the truths -of heaven, and 
warming your hearts with the affections 
they inſpire. -Pious reading would be 
our! * 1 * it would be 
| your 


1 
your delight to inſtruct and improve by 
it yourſelves and your families. By this 

conſtant practice you would form your 
children and dependants to virtue, and 
be yourſelves the examples of the virtue” 
which you recommend, 
But aſk, yourſelves, is this your prac- 
tice? Ah! too often every frivolous - 
amuſement takes place of it. A party 
of pleaſure, an idle converſation, is 
preferred before it: hours are ſpent i in: 
dreſſing, in viſiting, in taverns, and other 
haunts of intemperance; in reading. 
news- papers and profane hiſtories, ro- 
mances, and plays: but for this you can 
find no leiſure. When the voice of 
your God ſweetly calls upon you to 
attend to his words, invites you to come 
in your labors and pains; and to find reſt 
to your fouls, you refuſe to hear it; 
your attention is rather given to any 
foolery that preſents ſelf; No wonder 
you are weak; no vender you ſink 
under the weight of temptations, and are 
. to iniquity. How ſhould it 
05 . be 
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be otherwiſe? The diſcourſe of the 
children of this world is a continual 
exhortation to vice. Without doubt 
you will be ſeduced by it, unleſs you arm 
yourſelves againſt it, by frequently im- 


prefling on your minds the maxims of 
heavenly wiſdom. It is not to be won- 
dered at, if the diſtreſſes of this life ſting 


you to the heart: nothing hut the truths 
bol religion can ſupport you under them; 
and with theſe you are little acquainted. 


Did you, by frequently peruſing the 
\ Scriptures, or other pious writings, ſuffer 
them to fink deep into your ſouls, in all 
your troubles, whether ſpiritual or tem- 
poral, you would have recourſe to them, 


and be comforted: they would diſarm 


, adverſity of its ſting, diveſt death of its 
terrors; they would be the ſolace of 


ee baniſhment in this vale of troubles, 


and the pledge and aſſurance of your 


future felicity. It was thus holy David 
conſidered them: atnidſt al the cares 


and folicitudes arifing from the govern- 


ment of a great Kingdom, it was his: ſups - 


"me 
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1 port. ogg happineſs to meditate on the di- 
vine law. Oh, how have I loved thy law! 
he cries out with the tendereſt feelings of 
affection, and a heart overflowing- with _ 
gratitude, O, how have I loved thy law, 0 
Lord it is my, meditation all the day... 
How ſweet are the words to my palate ! more 
than honey to my mouth... Tay word is a lamp to 
my feet, andalight tomy paths. (PL, cxviii.) 
But, if this holy Prince thus expreſſed 
his delight in meditating. the truths of 
God, under a law which brought nothing 
to perfection, amidſt the ſhadows only: of 
future good things, how much more 
ſhould we place our chief ſatisfaction in . 
the ſtudy of that wiſdom which is now ſo 
clearly revealed; in looking up to that 
divine light which ſhines ſo. fully on our 
minds, now that Jeſus hath brought life 
and immortality to light! 
II. Still, my a you wall. nei- © 
| ther read nor hear the word of God wich 
any fruit, unleſs. you bring with you ſuits? 
able diſpoſitions. The divine word is of 15 
the nature of a ſeed, which produces 
c 6 fruit 
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8 
fruit i in proponion to the goodneſs of hs 
ſoik into which it is received. For want 
of due care in preparing the mind to re- 
ceive it, it unfortunately happens, that 
' three parts out of four of this precious 
ſeec are entirely loft. Some of the ſeed, 
ſays our divine Lord, fell by the way fide, 
and it was trodden down, and the fowls of 
the air devoured it.. And theſe are they 
that hear; then the devil cometh, and taketh- 
| the word out of their heart, leſt believing. 
they ſhould be ſaved. The perſons here 
deſcribed, are ſuch as read or hear the 
word of God with diftratted and:diſfipa- 
ted minds. One would naturally ima- 
gine, that when a Chriſtian came to liſ= 
ten to the voice of God, he would bring 
with him a mind ſeriouſly recollected 
he would come with an humble ſenſe of 
his own” meannefs, and the moſt pro- 
found adoration of that infinite majeſty | 
_ whoſe commands he is to receive, and 
conſequently with the moſt fixed atten- 
tion and moſt earneſt deſire of improve- 
ment. This very thought—It is God 
6071 Se „ . 
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who is about to converſe with me, who 


am but duſt and: afhes—that thought 


alone ſhould ſurely recal the en. 
from albits wanderings, and compoſe; in 


awful ſtillneſs; all the faculties of tibe 


foul. But, no; men run over the di- 
vine books, as they do books of mere 
_ paſtime andamuſement: they ſpend over 
them an idle half-hour, becauſe they 
know not whatelſe to do with it. They 
eome to hear a ſermon, as they go to a 
theatrical entertainment, to ſeek for ele- 
gant language, to admire the eloquence 
of the preacher, to have their ears tick- 
jed by flowing periods. Think how you 
would condemn the folly of a man, who 


1 being ordered by his phyſician to take a 


medicine, and aſſured, that if he neglect 
to take it, he cannot eſcape death, ſhould 
amuſe himſelf with admiring the flowers 
and ornaments on the outſide of the veſ- 
fel which contains it, and in the mean 
time ſuffer” his diſorder to increaſe for 
Vant of taking the remedy. The word 


of God, my brethren, is your remedy. 
. _ _Valeſs 


( 38 J 


Unleſs you receive it into your ſouls, 


you cannot efcape eternal death. And 


can you then fooliſhly confine your at- 


tention to the manner in which it is deli- 
vered? Can you be gazing at extrinſic 


ornaments and embelliſhments, inſtead 
of ſecuring to yourſelves ſolid and ſub- 

| flantialadvantages?—Others again come, 

in appearance, to hear the word of God; 


but their chief attention is given to the 
difplaying of the attractions of their per- 
fon, or the elegance and finery of their 
drefs. In ſhort, Chriſtians aſſemble to- 
gether for any other object rather than 
that they pretend to have in view, which 


is the receiving of neceſſary inſtruction 
and exhortation. And what is the con- 


ſequence? Why, as they return home, 


— 


they can criticiſe; they can cenſure ; 


they can invidiouſly point out ſome of 
their acquaintances, to whom, they think, 
what has been ſaid: is very:applicable; 


but for themſelves have treaſured up no- 
thing, but the guilt of abuſing God's 


adorable word, and the miſery of chang- 


„ V 
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ing the foutce of life into the occaſion | 


— 


_ of their everlaſting perdition. 
Other parts of the feed fell upon à roch 

and as 5 ſoon as it was ſprung up, it wither- 
ed away, becauſe: it had no moiſture... Now 
they upon the rock, are they who, whenthey 

hear, receive the word with joy: and theſe * 
| have no roots, who believe for a while, and 
in time of temptation fall away. How of- 
ten has it happened; my brethren, that 
vyou have exactly anſwered this deſcrip- 
tion! When the Miniſter of the Goſpel 
has ſhown you the enormity of your evil 
deeds; when he has divedꝭ into the very 
receſſes of your ſouls, and brought your 
corruption: clearly to light ; when what 
he has ſaid has been ſo entirely applica- 
ble to your condition; that you thought 
the Almighty muſt have put the words 
into his mouth for your improvement 
and ſandtification; you were moved; you 
were agitated, and ſenſibly affected; the 
tear ſtarted from your eye. Oh! you- 
were reſolved in that moment of fervour 
to reform FORD conduft—And- what fol- 
lowed 
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lowed that reſolution? Did you „ ? 
Are you yet reformed?” Ah! too proba- 
bly, all theſe renderemotions evaporated 
in mere ſentiment. + The word of God 
touched the ſuperficies of your ſouls, but 
took no root... And perhaps, notwith- 
s ſtanding all the exhortations you have 
heard, you are not at this day better 
Chriſtians than you were years ago.— 
When you bave heard a ſermon that af 
feed you, you ſay, It is very true: 
« it is very moving the preacher knows 
e wellthe human heart; —he was anima 
© ted he was eloquent. Ah! to what 
purpoſe was he ſo, if you are not impro- 
ved by him? It is not your praiſe and ap- 
probation that he is allowed to ſeek, but 
the approbation of his great Maſter in 
heaven, and the ſalvation of your fouls. 
Woe to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, if 
they do not preach; but woe to them, if 
they do it merely to acquire reputation 
and fame: That would be proſtituting 
_ the gifts of God to an unworthy purpoſe 


e Take * then Ilir ne 5 
that 
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that is to them but an occaſion of temp- 
tation. Take away your applauſe, and 
give them your tears; ſuch tears as may 
not fall unprofitably, but waſh away the 
ſtains which defile your ſouls. Take 
away your applauſe, and let them ſee 
your good works: theſe are their crown, 
their joy, and glory in the Lord. 
The general cauſe why men of the 
world, though affected for the moment, 
when they hear the truths of religion, 
though ſometimes excited to love and 
embrace the mercies of God, and ſome- 
times terrified at his judgements, yet re- 
main in their lives ſtill as far from the 
| kingdom of God as before, is their re- 
Ant of the divine ſeed n thorns. 
3 ae eee eee are they who- 
_ have heard, and going their way, are chogk- 
ed with the cares, and riches, and pleaſures 
of this life, aud yield no fruit, An atten. 
tion to the cares of this world, and to the | 
preſervation and honeſt. increaſe of "ug 


Haraunes, 3 is E no means blameable : 7 
! 


E 
is your duty to give to theſe things a pro- 
portionate ſhare of your attention. But 
furely, theſe are not mg only, nor your 
principal concerns.” You were placed 
here for a nobler purpoſe than to acquire 
riches, or enjoy carthly comforts and 
ſatisfactions; you are here | in your way 
to heaven; and the word of God is the 
light which is to conduct you thither. 
But, if you ſuffer your minds to be whok 
ly taken up from morning till night with 
a worldly objets, this light will never lead 
you to heaven. Allow yourſelves, there- 
fore, in every ſituation, a competent 
time for reflection. If you hear truths 
which affect you, bleſs God for his mer- 
cies, and, with a grateful heart, cheriſh 
the impreflions you receive. Dwell up- 
on them till they penetrate your very 
| ſouls. If the diſtractions of earthly bu- 
ſineſs divert your attention from them 
for a time, turn to them again the firſt 
| opportunity. In the retirement of your 
chambers, apply what you hear to your 
no wants an d neceſſities: form refolu- 
tions 
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tions ſeriouſly, coolly, deliberately: lay 
down plans for future conduct conform 
able to the inſtructions with which you 
have been favoured: and never ſorget, 
that the truths you hear vill be one day | 

brought in Judgement againſt you, and 

condemn you for your failure of im- 
provement by them. Thus you will 

| hear the word of God in à good and per- 
feft heart, keep it, and bring forth 4 
in patience, a hundred fold. 
To conclude inthe words of St, James, — 
Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourſelves. For, if a man 
be a hearer of the word, and not à doer, he 
fall be compared to a man behulding his na- 
tural countenance in a glaſs: For. he beheld - 
himſelf, and went his way, and preſently 
forgot what manner of man he was. But 
he that hath looked into the perfett law of li- 
 beriy, and hath continued therein, not be- 
coming a forgeiful hearer, but a doer of the 
-work ; this man ſhall be bleſſed in has deed. - 
6 c. 1.) Follow hereafter this ad- 
vice, whenever you hear the word of 
„ Sad. 
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God. Begin with this diſcourſe. Think 


on what has been ſaid, when you return 
to your reſpective homes. If hitherto 


you have heard or read God's word with - 


: _ giddy, light, and diſſipated minds, reſolve | 


henceforward to give to it that reverent 
attention, which the majeſty of the Su- 
preme Being demands from his creatures, 


whenever he converſes with chem. If 


formerly the words of life only lightly 
touched your hearts, now dwell upon 
them, and let their effeQs appear in your 
conduct. Then you will be effectually 
taught, not by the feeble voice of man, 
but by the powerful grace, and the uner- 
ring wiſdom of God. Your improve- 
ment by that wiſdom, which now appears 
through a glaG darkly, will fit you to be 
introduced to that bleſſed abode, where | 
every ſhadow and veil ſhall be removed: 
where you ſhall ſee God face to face, and 
rejoice in the fruition of oa denen 
ee 1 „ : 
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SERMON XVI.. 
QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

On the Remembrance of Death. 
Jieſus took unto him the twelve, and ſaid 
unto them, Behold, we go up to Feruſa- 
lem; and all things ſhall be accompliſh- 
ed, which were written by the Prophets 
concerning the Son of Man. For he 
all be delivered to the Gentiles......and. 
1 22 will 8 him to death, Luke XVIL 

91. 


Tun of that death which our 
Redeemer was to undergo in order to 
expiate the ſins of the world, was ever. 
| preſent to his mind, from the firſt inſtant 
of his conception, to his laſt | expiring 
_ breath. The idea of it was familiar to 
him: he viewed, it with a calm and col- 
* mind in all its circumſtances, and 
| | with 
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\ with all its conſequences. In the words 
of my text, and on various occaſions in 
his cenverſation with his diſciples, he 
called their attention to it; as well to ob- 
viate that dejection and diſmay with 
which it would naturally overwhelm their 
hearts and territy their imaginations, as 
to teach them, in all the various occur- 
rences of life, never to loſe ſight of chat 
awful moment, when they ſhould quit 
this earthly habitation, and enter into a 
new and tremendous ſcene; ſhould cloſe 
their eyes on this world for ever, and 
open them to behold the goods: and evils 
of eternity. 8 
The admonition he gave om was to 

this effect: : The hour of my death is 
9 near at hand. I, though the Conquer- 
«gr of death, muſt die, that I may tri- 
“ umph over death. But 1 die for you: 
« ] die that your death may lead to hap- 
77 pineſs and glory; for you muſt, each 
of you, pals through the gate of death 
as I do. Think then on my laſt paſ- 
5 ſage, and think on your own. Pre- 
{ | Ra, 


LI 
<0 pare yourſelves to follow we: be not 
« ſo indifferent about your moſt impor- 
tant concerns, as not to inform your- 
&« ſelves: whither I go, and whither you 
_* muſt go alſo.““ More, ſaid he, when. 
he was taking his laſt farewell of them the 
night before his paſſion, now I go to him 
that ſent me; and none f you. aſketh we 
Whither goeſt thou? (John, xvi. 5.) 

_ Our Redeemer well knew, that man =; 
cannot be more benefited by any conſi- 
deration, than by the conſtant remem-- 
brance of death; and therefore wiſhed 
to impreſs the idea of it ſtrongly on their 
minds. Indeed, my friends, the remem- 
brance of death is the firm ſupport of a 
virtuous life, the guardian of innocence, 
the ſharpeſt ſpur to duty. In all thy. 

worls, ſays the wiſe: man, remember ty 
laſt end, and thou ſhalt never ſin.) It is the 

baniſhing from their minds the thought 
and the image of death, Which enables 
men to ſleep with ſuch compoſure in the 
very boſom of deſtruttionl If there be 
in this aſſembly any one ſo ſtrongly at- | 
tached 
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5 rached to criminal pleaſures, o or __Y 


intereſts, that he cannot prevail on him- 


ſelf to renounce them now, in order to 


his reconeiliation with the Father of 
mercies, in the approaching days of par- 
don and clemency, let him ſeriouſly ru- 


minate on death. In that meditation, 
the deſtructive charm which faſcinates 
him, che phantom which he is purſuing 
through the paths of guilt and ruin, will 
_ difflolve into air; and be will f 


wretched, till he has made his peace with 
his injured Lord. Let the tepid, the 


half. vi irtuous Chriſtian, meditate often 
on death; and his fervour will be enkin- 
dled anew;: his difficulties will vaniſh be- 


fore him; he will be carried, as on the 


Wings of the eagle, to the arduous heights 
of perfection and conſummate charity. 


The memory of death may bocome to 


us a ſource of life: I mean, therefore, 
this day to encourage ou to ſuffer your 
thoughts to dwelt frequently on ii. For 
chis end I ſhall ad 


reſs to you ſome re- 


ene 4 comiãnce you, that 
. ſince 


fe} 

lince- it; is appointed for men once to die, 
| and after this comes the judgement, to en- 
deavour to baniſh from the mind the re- 
membrance of that momentous: event is 
the height of imprudence; that to be 
afraid to think on it is folly in theextreme, 
and ſuch folly as may be followed by the 
moſt - Tuinous conſequences. 1 

Mankind in general are much 3 
from indulging ſuch refle&ions as are of 
their own nature humiliating, and point 
out to them the imperfeQion and mean- 
neſs of their being. Such thoughts as 
thoſe are injurious to their pride, "ſhock 
their ſelf-love, attack the very ſource of 
all their paſſions, and caſt them into a 
deep and diſtreſſing melancholy. To 
think that we are to die, to be torn from 
all we loved and enjoyed, and from all 
that! in which we gloried; to deſcend i into 
he grave, into the gloomy caverns of 
the earth; to become a ghaſtly carcaſe, 
the food of worms, an object of loathing 
-and horror to our fellow creatures, ape 
the hideout ebe of the tomb; oh! 


t % 


EE is a va oht which ſhocks our Tenſes, 
hurts our feelings, darkens our imagina- 
tions, chills our blood and fpirits, embit= 
ters all the pleaſures, and throws a dark 
Veil over all the glories of this world. 
We dare not look ſtedfaſtly on ts 
 Frigheful a ſpectacle; we dread whatever 
can awaken the remembrance of death, 
as if the idea could haften its approaches. 
Underpretence of tendernefs, ve do not 
chooſe that perſons dear to us, whom 
death has lately fnatched from our em- 
braces, ſhould be the ſubject of conver- 
ſation : we are careful to avoid the ſight 
of the places where we formerly enjoyed 
their ſociety : care is taken to hide or 
cover the paintings which exhibit their 
features: we cautiouffy ſhun every ob- 
jet which is capable of calling up, 
together with their remembrance, the 
idea of death, which has taken them 
from us. "Nay, we carry our weakneſfes 
and our fears on that fubject ſo far, that 
we give into the moſt childiſh ſuperſti- 
tions: e fancy we are continually 1 meet- 8 
| | T 35 ni 
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ing wich omens . death, in the 
vain, wild, and broken fancies of a 
dream; in the croaking of a raven; in 
the fortuitous number of perſons aſſem- 
bled together; and even in incidents 
ſtill more trifling than theſe. We think 
that death haunts us on every ſide; and, 
for that reaſon take every precaution 
that we may not be forced to behold it. 
My brethren, theſe exceſſive appre- 
henſtons might be excuſable in Pagans, 
to whom death was the greateſt of all 
human calamities. They looked for 
nothing certain veyobd: the grave : death 
was for them the term of all their joys: 
they lived without hope; and therefore 
died without conſolation; But it is mat- 
ter of aſtoniſhment, that'death ſhould be 
fo terrible an objett to a Chriftian ; and, 
if it be, that he ſhould on that account 
feek to divert has thoughts from con- 

Hdering it: for, in the firſt place; ſup- 5 
poſing that we have every reaſon to 

dread the approach of our laſt hour, yet 
1 cannot . why its terrors 
D 2 8 ſhould 
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5 mould tape us to divert our attention | 


from it: 1 ſhould think, @ the contrary, 
that the greater the misfortune is which 
- awaits us, the more ſtedfaſtly we ſhould 
ſurvey it, the more ſcrutinouſly we 
ſhould examine it, in order to arm our- 
ſelves againſt the evils- which it 
threatens, and to take proper meaſures 
to prevent being ſurpriſed. What! the 
more the danger preſſes upon you, the 
more it alarms and terrifies you, are you 
the more indolent, the more inattentive? 
What an unheard-of infatuation, for a 
man to be calm and ealy becauſe he has 
too ſtrong a conception of the misfor- 
tunes that ſurround him! It 
If you were under a neceſſity of walk- 
ing along à narrow and ſlippery path, 
- with a ſteep precipice on each ſide of 
you, would you deſire that a bandage 
might be put over your eyes, to prevent 
you from ſeeing your danger? Ah! my. 
friends, your grave'is open at your feet: 
the frightful object alarms your imagina- 
: lions: and therefore, inſtead of having 
EL 5 
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recourſe to the ſolid wildem which reli 
gion imparts, to that friendly and ſecure 
aid which ſhe offers, to thoſe infallible _ 
means which ſhe points out, for prevent= 
ing you from falling into that abyſs, 
without hope and without reſource, and 
enabling you to riſe from it gloriouſly. 
again, you, inconſiderate, ſenſeleſs that. 
you are, you . blindfold yourſelves that 
you may not ſee the evils into which you 
are plunging ; you ſeek after diſſipation 
and diverſions, which may leave you no- 
teiſure to think on them. Like the un- 
fortunate victims of Pagan ſuperſtition, 
you advance towards the altar, the bed 
of death whereon you are ſhortly to be 
immolated,witha bandageover your eyes, 
erowned with garlands of flowers, in the 
midſt of dancing, feſtivity, and ſhouts of 
joy. Moreover, if, by keeping the thought 
of death at a diſtance, you could keep 
death itſelf at a diſtance likewiſe, there 
might be ſomething rational in your way: 
of proceeding: but think on it or not, it 
makes rapid and continual advances to- 
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wards you. Every effort you make to 
baniſſi the remembrance of it, draws you 
nearer to it; and, at the appointed hour 
it will certainly come. What then do 
vou get by diverting your mind from the 
thought? Do you diminiſh the dan- 


gert No; you increaſe it: you make it 
almoſt impoſſible you ſhould not be 
taken by ſurpriſe. Man faith Solomon, 
 knoweth not his own end ; but as fiſhes are 
taken with the hook, and as birds are caught 
with the fnare, ſo men are taken in the evil 
time, when it ſhall ſuddenly come upon 
leni. (Ecclef. ix.) Yes, my beloved 
friends, as the fiſh; which exults and 
= hounds inthe mpid ſtream, and thinks 
vot on che hook which is baited for its 
- deftruQion, haſtens with joy to take what 
it imagines to be nourifkment, and fwal- 
lows death; as the bird expands its va- 
rĩegated plumage to the ſun, flies from 
ſpray to ſpray, and; cheers the heart of 
wan with its enchanting melody, while 
the net is ſpread by which it muſt ſhortly 
oy made 4 * ee leaſt of 
Wen 
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i liberty, perhaps of life; ſo the en 
of this world exult with vain joy in a full 


tide of proſperity, in a ſtream of plea- 


- ſures; riſe on the wings of aſpiring am- 
bition to the ſummit of earthly grandeur, 
or revel in feſtal joy, with their aſſociates 
in criminal delights. And behold, while 
their poſſeſſions increaſe, while ſucceſs 
ſmiles on all their aims, the cold and of 
death ſuddenly ſeizes on them. That 
inſtant, the towering edifices, they. had 
ereRed, fall to the ground; every gay 


hope itſelf, the laſt refource/of the mi- 
ſerable, is at once extinguiſbed: and 
they are conſigned to thoſe accumulated 

miſeries, to that eternal ruin, to which, 


during life. _ would. ee a 


thought. Fs 
But, it ry aids « © were. men 1 
« carry in their, minds the, remem Trance 
col death, it might ave ſuch an effect 
upon them, as to diſqualify. them for 
* diſcharging the duties of life; nay, it 
ae in the end diſorder their | 


dy mig 


and pleaſing object diſappears for ever: 


— 
-_ 


n 
* minds.” Diforder their minds! my 


brethren, Oh! by no means. It would 


make them regard this world as a place 


of baniſhment; its pleaſures, as ſo many 


faſcinating charms which would ſeduee 


them to miſery; its honours, and poſſeſ- 
ions, as ſo many viſionary advantages; 
bn as the greateſt, the moſt lamentable 


of all calamities; ſalvation as the one 
thing neceſſary, the one thing deſirable, 


their grand, their only affair. In this 
manner would their minds be diſordered; 


their reaſon impaired. Would to God 


ve were all thus fooliſh, thus infatuated! 
Indeed, the thought of death will make 
us but ſorry proficients in that worldly 
: wiſdom, which the ſacred oracles have 
1 declared to be folly with Chriſt; that 
wiſdom which is falſe, proud, canal, and 
blind; which obſcures the light of faith; 


cheriſhes our corrupt appetites; foments 


the paſſions; prefers time to eternity* 
the ſhadow to the ſubſtance; and leads 
the children of men far aſtray from the 
paths of truth, innocence, aud peace. 


But 
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But, if you wiſh to acquire that en. 
lt temperate, ſolid, Chriſtiar 
wiſdom which Jeſus teaches; that pru- 
dence of the ſerpent, which he recom- 
mends; you find it in the meditation on 
death: a wiſdom which is preferable to 
all the treaſures and emoluments of the 
earth ; a wiſdom which is truly honour- 
able to man; which exalts him above the 
condition: of his nature; which in every. 
age has formed an illuſtrious train» of 
Chriſtian heroes, more worthy of re- 
novn than the moſt diſtinguiſhed charac= 
ters of which antiquity can boaſt: this 
wiſdom will be the fruit of your medita- 


tions on death; a wiſdom which will en- 


noble your ſentiments, and conduct you 
to the temple- of virtue and true how 
wang ©. 7 4,089 SOATLY tigte 
Be not beben ne that the- conti- 
wal remembrance: of death will- make 
vou negle& the employments and duties 
of life: Ohl my brethren the image 


of death- which introduces you to the bar 


of. divine juſtice, ever preſent to.your 
aa mind, 
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minds, while; it makes you tremble to do 
any thing which may bring down upon 
you the indignation of your judge, will 
make you patient and reſigned under all 
the difficulties of your ſtation; will en- 
able vou to ſupport cheerfully, every la- 
bour, diſcharge diligently every obliga- 
tion, as being under the eye of the great 
Maſter. of the Univerſe, who records alk 
your virtuous endeavours in the book of 
ble, apd will. be himſelf Howe reward ex- 
ceeding great. 
_ . Moxecover, by 3 away * 
thought of death, becauſe it is trouble- 
ſome and alarming to your minds, you- 
are guilty. of a criminal ingratitude to 
God: becauſe the impreſſion of fear and. 
terror cauſed by the idea of death, is a- 
fingular grace with which Heaven has fa- 
voured you. Alas f how many exam- 
| ples. do ve meet with of el | 
having extinguiſhed every ſpark. of reli- . 
gion, and every virtuous ſentiment in 
- - their ſouls, and being fupported by a 


_ Halle pbilolophy, affect to delpile death 
* 1 3 i regard 
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regard it as the annihilation of chain be 


ing, and with impious and unnaturai 
hands put a period to their own exiſt= 
ence! How many men, in the heat of 
battle, ruſh into danger without remorſe, 
without diſquietude, without any thought 
on their future deſtiny, or any en 
preparation for eternity! A raſhneſs, o 
which all our wars furniſh See 
inſtances. How many others, i in a more 
tranquil {tuation, in our towns and. cis 
ties, from the vivacity, frivolity, and 
thoughtleſsnels of their diſpoſition, run 
through life, almoſt without once ſeri- 
oufly thinking that they muſt die! How: 
many ſinners are abandoned to hardneſs 
of heart, given up to a reprobate ſenſe, 
11 err here are not affected * the n. 
| Is is, add; an ef of as Fs 
: Mk if the thought of 


death makes a ſtrong impreſſion on your 


mind and has a powerful aſeendant over 
all the paſſions: of FRI . It s by 


draw you to himſelf. If ever you quit 


the evil of your ways, it will be by the 
force of this reflection. Perhaps your 
falvation depends on this ſalutary fear. 


Ah! Gnner, you will indeed be near 10 


reprobation, ſhould that time ever come, 
when the image of death cannot diſturb 
your vicious enjoyments ; when you can 


run from che funeral obſequies of the 


companions of your crimes, to a repeti- 


. tion of the ſame crimes; or behold, 


without trembling, the ghaſtly corpſe of 


the criminal object of your impure paſ- 


* 4% 


ions, and even plume yourſelf on a 


ſtrength of mind which is 1 ruinous to 
eee V 


» Cheriſh, PRE INN now "OM tender 


© feiibiliry-of which Providence hath not 


yet deprived you; cherifn it, and turn 
it to advantage ſor the improvement of 


your hearts. Draw near tothoſe obje as 


which trace out before you the image of 
death. Let the view of it trouble and 
deſtroy the falſe peace you enjoy in the 


8 undavful delires. | Walk 


L e 1 


ſometimes among the graves and monu- 
ments of your deceaſed friends and ac- 
quaintances: there, amidſt the ruins of 
their mortal and earthly part, meditate 
on the vanity of human things. Go, and 
fee, from time to time, what remains to 
them now, in thoſe gloomy manſions, of 
all they once loved, of all their former 
poſſeſſions, their toils, and their plea- 
fures. Conſider what you once knew. 
them to be, and compare with it what 
they now are; a maſs of corruption; 
which you cannot beart to look on. This 
is all they now are in the eyes of men; 
But, oh! what are they 1 in the fight of 
God? where "does the departed ſpirit 
dwellf — Their" works have” followed 
the if ai ta, wane ot tot 
60 dig in agineribn into e ca- 
verns of the earth, and chooſe among 
them your place. Repreſent to your: 
 felves beforehand; what you. will be in 
your own laſt moments. Stretched'out 
on à bed of forrows;* ſtruggling ; pant- 
56 for breath; N ſeats 
4 > "00: 


ſign of ſalvation, then your on 
and comfort, inſpiring vou with ſenti- 
ments of faith, compunction, confidence 
and love. Ob! draw near in thought to 


K * 1 


5 ed On your countenance; d our limbs his | 


numbed, and ſeized. with deadly. cold; 


your ſpeech faultering; your eyes fixed, 


and ſunk into your, head, covered with a 
confuſed miſt, before which every thing 


begins to diſappear; your, relations and 
friends round your bed pouring, forth 
fruitleſs ſupplications for your recovery. 


and increaſing your fears and anguiſh b 


the tenderneſs of their ſighs, and the 


abundance of their tears... The miniſter 
of Jeſus at your fide, in. bis hands the 
y reſource 


view this inſtructive and intereſting 


ſcene: to view yourſelves in the agita- 
tions of that laſt, conflict, giving; no ſigns 
ol life, d Pt the 


which announce | — gonie 


wos. The world enaihilates: — | 


you ; 3 you. div eſted of all your dignities, 


ſtripped of your poſſeſſions, abandoned 


t. 63 ] 
the point of- appearing; before Gad, yo | 
ſovereign judge, accompanied only by 

your good or evil deeds. This is not a 
romance; a vain prediction: it is the hi- 
tory of thoſe whom you ſee daily dying 
before your eyes ; and, by anticipation, 
it is the hiſtory of What will /befal you; 
Think then ſeriouſly and frequently on 
it. The terrible moment cannot be very 
far off: perhaps you now border on it. 
Remember, that the only eonſolation 
you will then find, will ariſe from your 
having made the memory of death, and 
the preparation for it, the tady, and the 
ehief employment of your whole lives. 
Indeed, my brethren, to go now to 
the ſource of all our apprebenſions, What 
is it that makes death terrible ? It is the 
eonſciouſneſs of evil deeds: death itſelf 
is not, properly ſpeaking, the object of 
5 our fear; but we dread the juſtice: of. 
God, which, on the other fide! of the 
grave, vill execute ſevere vengeance on 
the crimes of our lives. You tremble 
| becauſe your foul i is not in a condit 
te * | | appear 


— 
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ent before God, defiled, as it is, „ with 5 
fo many ſhameful ſtains, which disfigure 
bis divine image. Vou turn pale, and 
| ſhudder at the idea of death, becauſe you 
have too much reaſon to think, that for 
you to die, in the ſtate in which you are 
no, would be to periſh eternally. pu- 
rify your conſcience, therefore, by ſin- 
cere repentance. Let the tears of con- 
trition eleanſe away all the defilements 
of your hearts: atone for your criminal 
paſſions: abandon for ever all' that is 
evil: embrace the mercies of your Re- 
deemer. Do this; and then, having 
good grounds to hope that after death 
infinite mercy vill receive you into its 
arms, you will behold the approaches of 
death without any alarm; you will meet 
it with a conſcious ſmile of ee n 


». 


a effect, my. | beloved friends; tas 


cean there be in deth fo very terrible to 
| thoſe-who have lived a virtuous life, or 
whole penitential tears have expiated the 
vices * their former years, and who die 


=" 6 We ; 
in the faith and hope of ſeſus? Death is 
to them a meſſenger, who brings the glad 
tidings of life and liberty: the proſpects 
which open before them cheer their 
minds: they conſider themſelves as going 
forth, not to lie ſilent and ſolitary in 
the darkneſs of the grave; not to paſs. 
into a country where they are altogether | 
ftrangers and unknown; but to enter on 
a land, new indeed to their ſight, but in 
which, by faith and hope, they have long 
before dwelt; where they ſhall join the 
ſotiety of all that are wiſe, great; and 
good]; that innumerable multitude of all 
nations, and tribes, and peoples, and 
tongues, who ſtand before the throne of 
God, and in the fight of the Lamb; 
where they ſhall be united to their moſt 
diſintereſted friend, their-tender parent, 
| their eternal lover, the chaſte ſpouſe of 
_ their ſouls, under whole ſweet e 
they have hitherto delighted to live. ag 
Happy indeed; thrice happy thoſe = 
die in this hope, Bleſſed are the dead who- 
die in he Ar. From henceforih now, : 
832 . 1 faith 


is e uk ao. _— ; 


[6] 
ail. the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their labours ; for their works follow them. 
( Apoc. xiv.) With reſpe& to theſe, halt 
come lo paſs the ſaying that is written : 
Death is ſwallowed up in viłlory: they 
may exultingly cry out, O death, where 
ii thy victory ? 0. death; where is thy fling ? 
For the ſtung. of death 8&5. fin ; (Cor. xv.) 
and {in they have expiated in the blood 
eye of faith, the, boſom of Abraham op- 


ened tg, receive them; beholding, with 
St. Stephen, the heavens. open, and Je 

us ſtandiag at the right hand of God, 
preſenting to his ſervants a crown. of im- 
mortal glory; they quietly. repoſe in the 

Lord. and their departing ſouls are car- 
ried hy celeſtial ſpirits to the place ſor 
which they were originally. formed, to 
the bright abodes of the blefled. Jeruſa- 
lem; where Chriſt, with his cleft, mall 
a a ANG a elicit Ra 8 
ages. | 115 221 (10 NU 
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SERMON XVIL #5 


" FIRST SUNDAY. IN LENT. 
On Works of Self.denial, | 


* helptng, do exhort you, that you receive 
not the grace of God in vain: for he 
5 e In an accepted time have I heard 
© thee, and in the day. of faivation. have I 
lelped thee. Behold, nom is the ace 
. »Ceptable lime; behold, now is the day od 
- falvation. 2 Cor. e. *. 1. 
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- Tire e OY a Chrit his; ahi 
on her penitential garments, and anxious 
io promote the eternal intereſts of ber 
children, invites and commands them 10 

oblErve,; for the ſpace of forty days, a 
nr penitential faſt. Blow the trum 

pet in Sion, ſhe ſays to der paſtors; ſanc- 
tify A. fuſt, call a folemn aſſembly. (Joel ii.) 
a we F offlcſhandb oods 


141 


the ordinance which I am here commiſ- 


honed to announce, 1s no way pleaſing. 
The idea of entering on ſo painful an 


exerciſe, and continuing it during ſo 
many weeks, muſt be alflicting to corrupt 


nature. 


Hence, the children of this i Who, 


| by habitually indulging their own appe- 


tites and ſenſual deſires, have given them 
the aſcendant over reaſon and religion; 
though decency, intereſt, vanity, or ſome | 


ſuch motive, may induce them to affect 


an appearance of compliance with the 


laws of the Chriſtian church; ſtill re- 

ſolve in ſecret to indulge themſelves with 

their former liberty, ſtill to  gratify bet 
ungoverned inclinations. | F f; l 


There are ſome Chriſtians * pro- . 


coed in a kind of middle path; who 
have too much ſenſe of religion directly 


to_refufe obedience to the commands of 


the viſible authority appointed by Chriſt 
to govern his people: and, at the ſame 
time, too much inordinate ſelf· love to 


bend themſelves = to that obe- 
3 5 dience. 


1 
dience. Theſe, therefore, turn them- 


ſelves anxiouſly on every ſide to find 
Tome ſpecious pretext, either of infirmity, 


or difficulties, or circumſtances, for 


= being diſpenſed with from the obliga- 


tion. When the diſpenſation is thus ob- 


tained, they reſt ſatisfied; their con- 
ſcience is at eaſe, and their felt-love i iS 
unmoleſted. | 

Even the juſt, and thoſe who 92 0 
labour to work out their ſalvation, can- 
not Took forward on the painful career 


into which we have entered, without feel- 


ing ſome repugnance—without being 
ſomewhat ſtartled at its difficulties: for, 
however holy their lives, and fincere and 
fervent their deſires of improvement in 


virtue, ſtill they are men, and have their 


nature, with its corruption and infirmities 
about them. 


Such are the loomy, the dejetting 


thoughts which fleſh and blood ſuggeſt 
on this occaſion. But, my friends, as 
rational men, and as Chriſtians, i it ſurely 


does not become you to liſten to ſuch 
ry __ ſug» 


— 


— 
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ſuggeſtions. Reaſon and eden are to be 
your guides. . And behold now, in 
which ever of theſe three claſſes of Chrif- 
| tians you may deſerve to be ranked, re- 
ligion tells you this day in the words of 
the Apoſtle, that this time of ſelf-denial 
is a time acceptable to heaven: that its 
days are days of ſelvation.— I ſincerely 
wiſh that 1 may be able fully to convince 
you of this important and conſoling 
truth : I wih to make the finner; and 
the tepid, half-virtuous Chriſtian, truly 
\ fenfi ble, that the time of Lent is to them 
an acceptable time ; becauſe it affords the 
moſt favourable occaſion of atoning for 
their paſt offences; and to ſhow the juſt 
man, as well as the {i inner, that the exer- 
ciſes of this holy time are the beſt preſer- 
vatives of innocence and virtue. I ſhall 
dwell this day only on the firſt of theſe 
conſiderations, and thow, in the firſt 
place, that ſuch as have ever grievouſly 
| offended God, are bound to make ſome 
Y latisfaction to his Juſtice, by works of 
felf-denial, Secondly, I ſhall Wee you 
to 


t 71 | 
ro confider, that this fatisfaction which 
muſt be made, is, at this time, rendered 
more ſweet and eafy, more acceptable 
and effrcacious, om at 1 other Walon | 
of the year. ee #0 
I. It is an article of the Chriftian 
Faith, that whenever man has been 
fo unfortunate as to loſe the grace and 
friendſhip of his Creator, by any griey= 
ous crime, he can never be reſtored ãgain | 
to the happy ſtate from which he is 
fallen, but by the merits of our Re- 
deemer Chriſt Jeſus; and theſe merits 
of Chriſt are differently applied to our 
fouls for the remiſſio of our guilt, ac- 
cording to the difference of circum- 
| ſtances in which we have offended. The 
Original guilt which we contract in 
Adam, and the uftuat fins we commit 
before baptiſm, are entirely remitted in 
that ſacrament, by the faving waters of 
regeneration ; ſo that there remains no 
obligation on their account, of infficting 
on ourſelves any punifiment ; becaufe, 
Wen we know not che trutd, wheh the 
| * 


'F * ] 
light of Fra revelation. has not been 
communicated to us, the vices into which 
we fall are more excuſeable in the ſight 
of a juſt and equitable judge. But the 
| fins we fall into after baptiſm are of a 
more aggravated guilt. The ſoul, which, 
having been once brought to the know- 
ledge of God, has deliberately . inſulted 
him; the ſoul, which having been en- 
riched with the treaſure of Divine grace, 
has deſpiſed and thrown away that ineſti- 
mable poſſeſſion; which, having been 
once clothed with the white robes of in- 
nocence, has wilfully ſtripped herſelf of 
thoſe beautiful ornaments; a foul which, 
once ſandtiſied by the blood of Jeſus, 
has trampled on that precious blood, and 
crucified him, again by her, iniquities; 
ſuch a ſoul as this cannot be again re- 
conciled to the Lord by ſo caſy an Ob- 
ſervance as that of baptiſm. No; For it 
is impoſſi ble for thoſe who. were once en- 
lightened, have taſtel alſo the heavenly gift, 
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt ; 


and are allen away to be renewed again. 
— 2 


; 5 i 


** 
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(Heb. 10 For them, potking remains, 
but the tears, the ſighs, the laborious and 
painful efforts, the mortifications * : 


ſelf-denials, of ſincere repentance... 


Hence, it is the doctrine of the Ca- FEE 
tholic Church, with reſpe@:to the ſins 
we fall into after baptiſm, that, beſides 
raced in them, and which 

is remitted in the lſacrament of penance, 
we incur a debt to the Divine juſtice, 
which obliges u to undergo a temporal ; 
puniſhment, by way of ſatisfaction; and 
that, without a:fincere diſpoſition: to in- 
flit on ourſelves this puniſhment, or re- 
ceive it from the hand of God, with an 
humble, patient, and penitential ſpirit, 
our guilt will never be Ray "This 
infallible-oracles- of — Thus | 


the guilt ON 


dodarine'is evi 


we read, that, when King David had i in- 


volveit himſelf in the guilt of — / 
and murder, the prophet Nathan w 


ſent to aſſure him chat, eee 


ANC e,; his fn mas forgiven; | 
but chat, neverheleſs, his fon. Jhould | 
bane. 1. =: _ 2 


„„ 


NTP die, that the untimely death of a beloved 


child might puniſh the penitent father for 
paſſages of the Sacred Scriptures, which, 
with united evidence, ꝓlace this doctrine 


8 e eee every ſnadow of doubt. 


In fadd, if we view the lives of the il- 
38 e models of repentance which are 
| held out to our imitation in the New and 
Old Teſtament; if we attend to the con- 
duct of the Pauls, the Magdalens, and 
the other numerous faints, who had once 
ſtrayed from the ways of God; we ſee 
them all clearly; convinced, that a. true 
converſion not only implies 4 deteſta 
tion of paſt guilt, and a reſolution never 
to conlent te ſin Hereaſter, hut muſt be 
accompanied: by ne 5 nnen 
by auſterities and other ſatisfattory 
ade th begeisterter 
Hendec Deity. 
| Inis 3 — dtruch, that, if 
vou have gut vbuſly uin „ your fn 
muſt not only be waſhed away by the 


5 een of 'COMpiti I 1 Py the 


. blood 
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blood et Redeemer; but you muſt 
expiate it in yourſelves; by crucifying 
Jour fleſh, and filling up in it thoſe things 
Nat are u per a the fufferings 7 
Crit. 1 
Do not fuffer van to be led 
aſtray by falſe lights. 1 know, that, if 
we were to judge of the nature of true bw 
repentance, by the ordinary conduct c | 
modern penitents, we ſhould form of it | 
4 very different conception. There — 
would appear in it nothing very diffi. 
cult; nothing but what our ſelfalove 
could eafily put up with. The generality 4 
of them having laid their ſins at the feet | | 
of Chriſt, in the tribunal.of penance, 
and lamented them with tears of icontri- we 18 
tion, provided they only perform be 
eafy works of ſatisfaction, which are par- . 
ticularly enjoined them by the Miniſterr 
of. God, fit down cantented, without any 1 
retroſpect on what is paſt. No untaſi - 
further obligation. They return again 
= p I? ſoft „ their 
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-own humours, - os ſame delicacies, the 
ſame ſenſual indulgences. Penitents 
of this age allow themſelves, without 
 rerhorle, | fatisfaQtions and enjoyments 
which the moſt innocent Chriſtian can 
never be allowed, . conſiſtently. with! on 
rules of the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus. In- 
deed, when we view the fruits _ re- 
pentance, which are generally produced, . 
ve cannot wonder at the ſevere expreſ- 
ſion of St. Ambroſe; that it is eaſier to 
find a Chriſtian who has preſerved his 
innocence unſullied, e one that. 1s 
a true penitent. L408 
Tou ought to be 1 
brethren, that, although /prudence 8 
nake it adviſeable for the miniſters of 
God not to lay too heavy burdens on 
_ thoſe who apply for the remiſſion of their 
gullt; in the beginning eſpecially, while 
they are yet weak and imperfett, and 
might by too much ſeverity be diſhear- 
tened; and tempted to abandon the good 
work they have begun; ſtill it is not, 
1 was it ever, the intention of the 
; 7h Church, | 
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Church, to give her children any ſecus: 
rity that thoſe ſatisfactions will ſuffice: 


On thecontrary, ſhe continually counſels 


them to bring forth: fruits worthy of re- 
- pentance,. even to the laſt hour of life. 
If you wiſh to know the ſentiments of - 


the Church of Chriſt with regard to- 


penitential works, turn over the ancient 
canons: you there find whole years of 


ſevere puniſhment inflited for only one 
ſin.ä— What then ſhall we ſay? Is the 


enormity” of ſin now become leſs in che 
ſight of God? Has he loſt any part of 
his title to our homage and obedience, 
fince that time? Ah! no, my friends: 
what was then neceſſary to be done, as a 
ſatisfaction for ſin, is ' neceſſary now; 
There can only be this difference, that 
formerly the works of Lee were: | 


determined by poſitive 


to perform them in ſecret, in the fight; 
of that eternal Being whoſe goodneſs he 
has abuſed. - The penitential canons are 
no 4 in force; * ths gs” ang 


now it is left to each one's ea 


— 
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them, that i is, the puniſtment of Un, is 
{till of:equal obligation. Notwithſtand- 
5 the fluctuating viciſſitudes of all hu 
inſtitutions ; although prudence 
= dickstes that laws made by men, with a 
view to particular times and circum- 
ſtances, muſt be changed as times and cir- 
cumſtanees vary; ſtill, as the majeſty of, 
God is eternally the ſame, the guilt of 
vn muſt be ever the ſame; and ene | 
quently deſerve: equal puniſhment... 1 
Hence, the efficacy of faſting, in ap- 
pealing the wrath of heaven, being very 
forcibly diſplayed. in many parts of the 
ſacred Writings, the ele, (puke 
commands. all her childre 
times and ſeaſons, to puniſh. eee 
by this painful, but ſalutary exerciſe ;. 
and now, by a law whieh, from the time 
of the Apoſtles, has ever been in force, | 
forty days are marked out for the ſame 
penitential work. From this law none 
can be exempt, provided the obſervance: , 
of it be compatible with their age, one! N 


and (other circumſtances. I ſay, com- 
patible with their age, bealth, &c. for, 
| abſerve, 


% 
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obſerve, my br 


fore, any repugnance you may find to 
it, every flight inconvenience or indiſpe- 
ſition, every uneaſineſs or ſqueamiſhnefs 
it may occaſion, the trouble it gives, anch 
ſo on, is no ground for being n 

with from the Obligation. It is meant 
to afflict, to give trouble and pain. Ah! 
my friends, how different are our diſpo- 
from er of the fervent penitents 
ef antiquity! They, pale with fating 


„ SE +, 


anctembciones 55 auſterities, ſtill rhonght - 
they ſuffered” nothing, in compariſow 


with what they deſerved. - We Rartle at 
every difficulty; and think: every incom 
venience an intolerable burthen. Whenee 
this difference in out ſentiments XK 
; They: had conceived a juſt idea of *the 
_ evil of ſin- We eonfider nothing t6/by | 
ily but g that W deen „ 
incli I 46000 - 

"{fO#eyEr, if yo health or- pay 
ſtances, make it neceſſary you ſhould be 
1 9 with, apply to your paſtors,” 
E 4 3 and 


4 7 
* 


rethren, faſting is not in- 5 
tended to pleaſe, but to puniſh. There 


I 


7 


bereaſer.” When you ſinned, you. 


4 ada wiv muſt pay to the laſt farthing. 
And alas l who can ſay with confidence 
chat he has not finned ? Look back on 


1 1 


and they will grant the diſpenſation. But 
remember, that a diſpenſation obtained f 
on falſe or unreaſonable pretexts, wall 
have no other effect than that of add- 
ing to your violation of the law, the 
guilt and the Daunen of a contemptible 


1 hypocriſy. . 8 


Still, 3 8 you. to- be Ailpenled : 


with from faſting, you are not therefore 
diſcharged from the obligation of doing 
pennance: from that, no power u on 
earth can ever diſcharge you. A diſpen- 
ſation from faſting ſets you at liberty as 
to the mode of doing pennance; but 
vou muſt Rtilt do it by ſome method or 
other. Sin muſt and will be puniſhed, 


either in this world, or with more ſeve- 


| a” debt to the Divine. juſtice, 


your paſt years; and it is more than 
probable, a ſeries of tranſgreſſions, fre- 
_—_ OE hn your, early youth 


tO 


F 


a 

to this day, will preſent itſelf befors yous 
and fill your ſoul with bitterneſs: But, 
if you ſearch after the ſatisfaction vou 
have made, ho little, how. ir er | 


does it appear!: A mere nothing / when 
put in the oppoſite ſcale and weighed: 
againſt your offences. Oh !:if you rea- 
ſon juſtly, inſtead of wiſhing to be diſ- 
penſed with from the obligation of faſt= 
ing, you will receive ſuck a liberty with 
reluctance; your will grieve to- think“ 
that, having: joined / with ſinners in re- 
bellion againſt God, you are / unable to 
join with his devout ſervants in making 
⁊ ſatisfaction to his juſtice: you wilb rea- 
double your prayers, + and be earneſt 
in the practioe of ſelf-denials of. ſome 
other kind, that ſo you may compen- 
ſate for you inability do obſerve the faſt. 
II. The time of Lent, in particular, 
wil be devoted- to pennance : becauſe 
 nowyourpenitential labours are attended * 
by circumſtances which make em wien 
fweet and eaſy, and: at the- ſame lime 
f „ e than at any other Teas - 
1 E. 5 4 fon 


'' on. 1 
ee the year. Von have now the 
_exatyple:of all your brethren to encou- 
rage you. It would-be painful and di- 
firelling indeed, to be forced to purſue 
your way along an irkſome and dreary 
path; all alone, without any conſolation, 
withoutacompanion-tocheer your droop- 
ing mind, and raiſe your dejefted ſpirits. 
The. juſtice of God could demand this 
of you: but, at this time, he tempers 
his ſeverity with elemency and mildneſs. 
Now, which ever way you caſt your 
eyes, you behold thouſands of - your 
fellow creatures, even the moſt innocent 
all walking in the ſame narrow path, all 
carrying · their croſſes, and treading in 
the oy of the. Pan me fuſſers 
Pl ing Jeſus... E e 
No Jeſus himſelf SOR TURE Yew 
"Nom: are, at this time, invited to] the 
contemplation of that exteſſive pain and 
undergo for yo. Ah! 2 friends, 
when we behold the eternal Word of 


Lau. me bright * of the Father's | 


2 „ „„ glory, 


„„ SW -_ 
glory, weeping, agonizing in the garden 
| and bathed in his own, blood; when we 
behold, his gaping wounds; when we ſee 
him expire on a crols in ignominy and | 
torture; and when we reflect, that he 
ecame thus a man of ſorroꝛus for our 
fences; what heart ſo callous, but, it 
muſt — and diſſolve into penitential 


tears; What heart can repine at fuffer+- . - 


ing, for. its on offences, the ſmall 
aflictions Ai the obligations of Lent 
bring with them, when our eternal Lover 
has bled ſo glepululhze and ſo wan 
for us at every vein? _ 
4 N nſider alſo, that your car utes 
are now: more efficacious than at other 
mes, Now all che children of God 
join ima body, and offer acholy violencd 
to heaven; a pleaſing kind of violence 
which the Almighty will never refiftt- 
Now all the faithful throughout the 
Chriſtian world; lift up their hands in * 
humble ſupplications to the thront f 
God, to deprecate his wrath, and avere 
7222 5 from themſelves and 
3 ot 


others. 1 


t * * 


others. The pious ſolitaries, the challe 
choirs of virgins, who, though ſecured 
from the contagion of the world, "ſtill 
live by charity in the midſt of the faith- 
ful, compaſſtonate our diſtreſs and' the 
| temptations to which weare unavoidably 
expoſed; 1 in this buſtling and diſtracting 
life; offer up their good works in our 
behalf, and ſend up from their ſolitude, 
fervent fighs- for- our faftty; which are 
liftened'to'by heaven: Come then, my 
brethren, labour with courage for your 
con ſalvation -: unite your' ſufferings 
| vith theirs, and with the agonies of your 
Redeemer... If you aſpire to a-place 
among the bright ſociety of his ſaints; 
you ſurely will not refuſe to join with 
him, and them, in carrying/your-croffes! 
Vou cannot. oy is” te: Ar ſo: in- 
ſenſible!: - v] „ Han, 
Bei bern lade, 1 ml * ort 
55 youlio · offer up your prayers and auſte- 
mies, not for your own: fins only, but 


* for thoſe of the whole world. Endea- 


| van to turn a the lege of 9 g 
his 


28 
1 :. %6 ; 3 


his people: to. vow fron" them the 
ſeourges of war, peſtilence, and famine; 


to obtain peace for the Church of God 
and peace and union between the kings 


and princes of the earth, Do not imas 


gine, my beloved, that temporal cala- 
mities are the effects of chance, or the 

mere work of the ambition and of the 

paſſions of men. Thoſe who, viewing 

the revolutions which take place on the 
globe; only look up to ſecond- cauſes, | 
to the immediate agents which produce 
them, will be apt to attribute the diſtreſſes 
of war and other evils, in which whole 
nations are involved, to the ambitious 
| enterpriſes of warriors and ſtateſmen: 
but we are to look further: the eye of 
faith penetrates through the. veil which 
is drawn. over the operations of the 
Deity, and diſcovers; in every event; 
the hand of that all-ruling Previdencez 


Which extends, with. ſtrength; from ones 


mit of the creation · to the other; and 
diſpoſes all with ſweetneſs and wiſdom, 
r be e . elett, or for the 
. F. chaſtiſement 


1 — _ — 
—ñ—— —— — ——— k — vt 
5 5 a i - 
? . . 
ws * 


= 


own eternal arab and; 
nend 8 


| cations | Lt the bridegroom go, prth from. 


TM 1 
e chaſtiſement; of rebellious - creatures: | 


Convinced Of. this truth, pour forth | 


the moſt fervent ſupplications before the 


throne: of infinite mercy, that the Al- 
mighty may continue the bleſſings of 
peace to this: nation, which has been 
lately beſet by ſo many enemies. Beg of 


him to confound the machinations of 


thoſe: who- ſeek our ruin and to make 
all the events Of life, w .wheth er adverſe 
or proſperous, lead. on effectually to our 
ms ob our 


Moro, therefore, foith ths "Tan, ea 


eee your heart, in faſting, 
and in weeping, and in mourning ; and 
round your hearts, and not y. 
and turn to the Lord your God: for he 13 


ur gar ments, 


gracious and merciful; patient, and rich- 
in merch: and ready io repent of the evil... 


Gather together (the. pecple. .a/ſemble the = 


ancients.” (Joel il.) ,; Let he vatities 


and luxurious pleaſures of bfe, be dil. | 


in this ſolemp feaſon,; of ur (6 ; 1 HP 


M14 3-TY: 


0 ———_— 
SW 0 : 


% 


his bed, and the bride from her bride=. 
chamber. Between the porch and t he a lar, | 


the priefts,. tie Lord's miniſters, ſhall weep 
and ſhall” ſay: ſpare, O Lord, ſpare thy 
people, and give not "this. inhtritance to 
reproach. And the Lord will anſwer-and' 
| fa * Fear not, 0 land, te glad and re- 
joice: for the Lord hath done: e-great things.. 
and you ſhall praiſe the name of the Lord' 


your God, who hath done wonders with your; 


and my prople Malle Nob. be. 8 for” 
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SECOND SUNDAY. I LENT. bi x 
on Wees of Selk dent. 
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HAR, 
PEE” 
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me, nlp do 7 5 you, thing yah receive | 
not the grace of God in vaint for he 
fail: In an accepted time have I heard 
thee, and in the day 97 falvation. have 1 
helped thee. Behold, nom . is the accept- 
able time; behold, now is the. Ld of; E 
ſalvation. . * N Ci vi. be» 


 Trrss words of St. „ Pant are ad- 
drefſed to us, by the Chureb of Chriſt,: 
in hong days of ſelf-denial and repent- 

We are told, that the time of 
ret is an acceptable time, and that days 
devoted to. its painful and laborious 


exerciſes: are days of ſalvation. * An 
4 acceptable time!“ —— 1 hear 


you 


e P - 
| you ſay, © ce to whom? Not 
« to man, ſurely; for he muſt belie his 
« own heart and feelin gs, who pretends 
* 'that it brings with it comfort and 
“ pleaſure.” This is the language of 
thoſe whoſe chief aim is ſenſual gra- 
tification, and of all who ous — 
the feelings of fleſh and blood. n 
But the Philoſopher goes a ep 1 Dari 
ther, and maintains, that, as undoubtedly 
works of Self- denial are diſguſting and 
painful to the natural e ee ere 
ceptable even to Heaven. He 
a trim * bann | 


25 re envy Rt rx OOF: „ments: 
« Did he ſend us invaothiia; would: 10 io 
©, weep, to ſuffer, to torment ourſelves? 
„Human life is filled with vexation 
enough already, which come UPORUR 
N unſought for; it would be folly to go 
« .in ſearch of more: beſides, rr 
* Almighty that gave us theſe appetites - 
« to indulge, and the n taking 
*.the ln. 


* 
My 
— +» 


f 


My hacheen, were the term of our 
* conſined within the limits of 


be:ecrtathly:concluſive, and you would. 
do well and wiſely to taſte every enjoy- 
ment that preſents itſelf beſore you; to 


leaſt on every fruit, andi pleaſe yourſelves 


ba every flower; that grows in your 
e r URL nN in * 


profpett into a fu- = 
ture life; and Divine Revelation has 
brought that lie and immortality tolight. 


Revelation informs us; that this mortal 


= ie bat à paſſage to the other; thar 


Pues nt in graces and virtues, which 
| lead to-happineſs hereafter; that this-is 

a time of trial and pre 
forrow i but of —_ 8 _ be 
warned into 10) hl. 


: * „ 
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only ſcene in which we are to appear; 
the arguments I have mentioned would 


ſe yeats were allotted us for our im- 


F 


tion, lt 5 


” 1 @ 3 


In this view of things, the objeRions 
5 —_ works of. {elf-deniat are imme- 


diately done away; and it evidently ap- 


through theſe trials is acceptable both to 
God and man: to God, becauſe as ve 
are told by the inſpired Apoſtle in the 
epiſtle of this day, ehe will G is our 
 ſanttification;/ and the exerciſes of mor- 


rfication are the means oſ ſantify ing our 


fouls? to man, becauſe the habits of ſeifs. 


denial are the ſure preſervatives /againls 


viee and wretchedneſs; the guardians. of 
innocence; and a ne eee, 
comfort, peace, and happineſa- 


vours to engage you to purſue your way. 


cheerfully on, in me painful path into 


which we have now entered, I intend. 


briefly to ſhow-you the efficacy of mor- 

tiflcation in ſecuring your virtue ank 
your happineſs; and, in my way, 1 ſhalb 
take occaſion to anſwer cke argaments 


which. Chriſtians ſometimes produce in 
| os of their appetites, and againſt the 


ofa 55 
That I may therefore eee 


t. 98 * n 
en 5 1 even e a) fall | 
denial; i 1619554 2 
It is certain, my kk what PA 
Father of Mercies, and God of all con- 
folation, whom we ſerve, cannot take de- 
light in our pains and uneaſineſſes. He 

wiſhes our happineſs: he made us that 
he might communicate to us a ſhare of 
chat felicity which he in himſelf eternally 
enjoys. Conſ jue ly, whenever he 
preſcribes to us any duties, which of 
their own nature are afflicting and pain- 
ful, he muſt have in view fome great ad- 
vantage which will refult to- us from 
" mole pains, and which will abundantly 
compenſate the trouble we undergo,— 
| „That ſelf-denia therefore, that dying 
10 ounſelves, that hat ing our on ſouls. in 
b eee tůe narrow path in which we 
15 nmanded to walk; lle cruciſying 
5 of 0 PR" fiſh, which: is recomr ended: tO. 
us; moſt every page of the ſacred- 
writings, though: irkſome and bitter, 
though gloomy and W n muſt be 
. eee be neceſſary r true 


nn 3 velfare; 


Cal 


welfare; 3-and therefore KT in the eye. 


of reaſon and faith, be een * { 
agreeable. 
That you may Aae Abe in * 5 
the wholſomeneſs of theſe painful exer- 
ciſes conſiſts, you muſt obſerve, that the 
ſource of all our ſpiritual misfortunes is 
an inordinate attachment to creatures, 
In the original conſtitution. of our na- 
ture, the paſſion of love is a leading prin- 
ciple. We were made to love: we can- 
not live without loving ſome object or 
other. Love is the main ſpring which 
ſets our lives in motion. Our love is 
our weight, as St. Auſtin obſerves; by 
it we are carried whitherſoever we are 
carried. Had ve been ſo fortunate as 
to. have preſerved. our original inno- 
cence, no other fire but that of Divine 
love would have burnt 1 1n our. hearts; 
and its pure flames ever tending upwards 
to the Creator, would at length have car- 
ried us to an union with the ſource of 
all beauty and perfection. But, alas! 


ve vor the. happy privileges of inno- | 
1 5 | 1 cence. 


ct N 1 


rence. Our paſſions have been let looſe 
upon us, and govern us with almoſt ir- 
reſiſtible controul: by them we are vio- 
lently carried away from any attachment 
to infinite beauty and excellence, and 
our affections are ſhamefully proſtituted 
to fenſual pleaſures, and to the advan- 
tages, riches, and flattering diſtindions, 
which the world holds 50 to our r mi- 
ration and eſteem. { 1 
Here your own Werts peak for me. 
There is not any one in this aſſembly, 
h does not find in his own breaſt this 
. unhappy propenſity towards creatures, 
The fouls of the moſt pure and innocent 
of men, are frequently agitated by tu- 
multuous peffrons. St, Paul, the veſſel 
of eleflion, and miracle of divine grace, 
| declares, that he found a lam in his mem- 
' ders fighting againſt the [Jaw of his mind. 
He trembled, leſt he ſhould become'a 
reprobate. To ſubdue this affection for 
created objects, and te prevent it from 
carrying him from the love and fidelity 
which he owed to his C Creator, he ſays, 
— Ap that 


» 
— 
— 3 — 
_—_—  —  — « 
. 


"| -W J. 


that he chaſtiſed his body, and brought * 
under ſubjection. And, in the anguifh of 
the conflict, he thus feelingly exclaims: 
Unhappy man that I am! who: ſhall deliver 
"HOO the body of this death 2 (Rom. vii.) 
Jo remedy this diſorder, with which 
| ve are each of us afflicted in ſome de- 
gree or other, is the great buſineſs of a 
© Obriſtian life; ſince, while it is ſuffered 
to rage in Our hearts, neither virtue nor 
peace can ever keep poſſeſfion there. 
What then is, or can be the remedy ? 
Certainly, no other can be found, but 
carrying on A perpetual war with our 
inordinate änelinations and paſſions. 
With unremitting vigilance we muſt ob- 
ſerve them, as they begin to ſhoot up 
1 EF” om our corruption, and cut them off 
® efore they gain the aſeendant: and | 
| this implies a continual ſelfudenial. | It 
is the duty and intereſt of every indivi- 
dual to ſtudy attemively the motions of 
his on heart; to examine what he is 
mot inclined to; and, whenever he per. 


ceives an-inclination running counter 20 
dhe 


Ui I 


ol will of God. to check it inſtantly, and 
bring it under ſubjection Thus, for 
xample, if you find that it is pride o 
vanity, or ambition, or. covetouſneſs, or 
the love of ſome frail and periſhable 
beauty, or a longing after ſome ſenſual 
Wintiſieation that preſides in your hearts; 

you on to rebellion againſt 
God; ops that enemy. muſt your at- 
tention be turned, and you muſt. not 
ceaſe. to employ. every, effort till you 
have eradicated the poiſonous affection 
from your ſoul, or rendered it incapable 
of producing any mifchief. 1 t is evi- 
dent, therefore, that the mortification of 
= interior diſpoſitions of the heart is 
er- ae witn the obſervan "_ 


Ke our ee, i. WES 1 . 
Butꝙou will ſay, that you are ſenſible * 
you cannot pleaſe God, unleſs your af- 

- Tections and defies are, by mortification, 

p fubje ato:hislaw.; but, that all this 

proves rte in favour oſ the morti- 

x nuance; the „Which is what. the 
* öl 


{ 97 Y 
discipline of Lent particularly enjoins. 
You will tell me, -that virtue reſides in 
the heart; that to the heart only your 7 
ſelf-denials muſt be directed; and that 
the tc tormenting of the fleſh will be of lit- | 
tle ſervice. We hear people, when con- 
verſing on this topic, dwell with malig 
© nant pleaſure on the inſtances which they, 
can enumerate, of perſons who under 
the garb of auſterity have indulged the 
moſt criminal paſſions, who have made a 
mortified outſide the cloak, under which 
they concealed an unmortified and cor- 
rupted heart. They tell us of the pride 
which often lurks under the coarſe hab i 
ol a mendicant religious, and of the am- 
bition which glows under the cowl ofa 
monk. My brethren, if from the abuſe 2 
125 of any inſtitution we could draw an argu- 
ment to prove its inwility, or vanity, 
there would be nothing ſo ſacred, but 
what we might be allowed to undervalue No 
and deſpiſe. I know full well that the 1 
heart is the ſeat of virtue; that over „ 
Heart the {pit of God e defires I 
Vor. II. „ 10 


to eſtabliſh his = 1 that iert be 
looks for the fruits of bis gifts and 
graces : and 1 readily allow, that if the 
heart continue vicious, all the faſtings, 
the watchings, and other auſterities 
which men can practife, are but mere 
5 illuſions, or, what is much worſe, a deſ- 5 


A picable hypocriſy. _ Still 1 maintain, 


that theſe exterior ſelf-denials, which, 
if we carry our mortification no farther 
rhan the exterior, muſt be empty, vain, 
and ridiculous, are highly uſeful, nay, 
P are even abſolutely neceſſary, for bring= . 
ing us to that mortification of the inte- 
rior, which ſecures che poſſeſſion bee 
grace and virtue. 
| Reafon and experience unite wget 
x ſupport of this apparently ſevere, but 
neceſſary diſcipline. Attend to the rea 


ſons on which this diſcipline i is founded; 


for the cavils of the ſceptic, and the 
ſcoffs of the ignor ant, and of the unbe- 
| lever, make it neceſſary you fhould col- 


lect every information on this ſubjeR. 
"mp be convinced then of the neceflity of 
5 1 3 8 en 


K. 8 1 


5 corporal mortification, for the ſcaring 
pf your virtue, it is proper you mould 


take notice, by What gradual advances | 


men are carried on to the loſs of. their 


innocence. The heart of man does not 


court the embraces of Vice on a ſudden; - 
No; her horrid aſpect drives him back, 


and fills him with indignation. We 


5 begin by providing for the beceffary exi- 
5 gencies of the body; that done, we ſeek 


for its comforts and conveniencies; 


thence, the tranſit tion is very eaſy to n 


* 


= perfluous pleaſ ures and enjoyments; and 


theſe lead on of. themſelves to Tſatrsfac- 


7” tions which are abſolutely criminal. You 


| know well, it is by theſe intermediate de- 


grees, that men paſs to vice and miſery. 


What then muſt be the buſineſs of Vir= 


tue? Doubtleſs ſhe muſt counteract this 
proceſs. She begins by abſolutely rec. 


nouncing whatever is unlawful. Then, 
made prudent and cautious by her ba EH 
| experience, and that of Others, ſhe” re- „„ 


trenches what is ſuperfluous. Next, by 
ama voluntary privations; ſhè en- 


&- 


* 
” 
" 


n deavours 


0 
 deavours to weaken. every. 3 at- 
tachment to comforts and ſatisfactions, 

which of themſelves are innocent; and, 
laſtly, labours to extinguiſh all anxious 
and impatient ſolicitude, even about the 
neceſſaries of life. ITheſe ſelf-denials 
are che out-works, if I may ſo expreſs it, 
which ſurround the fortreſs where Vir- 
Tue reſides. . But, if theſe be lef t un- 
guarded, how eaſily does the enemy 5 
break in, and turn out Wiſdom from her 
calm abode, to introduce Levity and 
F olly! and, when ſuch gueſts are allow- 
ed admiſſion, Iniquity dere enters 
in at the ſame n,, a 

\ Pelieve me, my friends, « or 3 hl be- 

5 . Bebe the experience of ages, if you i - 

1 - dulge the body without reſtraint, even in 

——__  Jatisfattions, which, ſingly-taken, may be. 

5 innocent, you give your: paſſions the aſ- | 
dendant: you will not be able to toy, 

5 5 66. Thus far ſhall tny deſires: go, and no 

VVoMX ſarther. Ah! they will forcibly 

ET carry you on whither you never intend- 

5 Ane, even ae 9eyn a Preci- 

Pice 9 


f * F 
+ 1 4 * * 7 15 OY * 


* 


4 10 4 


pice which has been fatal to thouſands, 
whom this fooliſh confidence has betray= 
ed into endleſs ruin. If you flatter your- 
ſelves that you can preſerve your virtue 
without mortifying the body, the Goſpel - 
of Chriſt Jeſus aſſures you, that you are 


moſt groſsly deceived. You have found 
out a path to Heaven, very different 
from that in which the Saints have al- 
ways walked; a path with which they 
were wholly unacquainted. They, 


vwalking in the footſteps of their weeping | 


and ſuffering Redeemer,” crucified their 
fleſh, with its vices and coneupiſcences: 


they e thei! bodies x living ſacrifice - 


to God: they were taught by the 
ſpirit of God; os to hear about in 


their bodies the mortification of jeſus. 


Chriſt, ſays St. Peter, having ſuffered in 
the fleſi, be you alſo armed with the ene 
thought, for he that hath fuffered in 
1 fleſh, hath ceaſed from: fins.” fr: Pet. Paper 


Be cautious, therefore, how you gra- 


tify the body. Conſider it as the faith 
ful ſervants of God have I) i” 


1 + 5 F 3. an 


= 


9 


% 


. „ 
an enemy who muſt be kept weak and 
diſarmed, for your own ſafety. Jam 


ſenſible that I preach a doctrine for 


which Chriſtians, in chis age, have very 
little rehſh. - Never, perhaps, was luxu- 


ry carxied to a higher pitch than in our 
days: the refinements of it are' the ſtudy : 


of the generality of the world. Now, 


the manly virtues, and the hardy exer. 


eiſes which brace the nerves, invigorate 
the frame, and make a tide of health flow 


cheerly through the veins, have dwind- 5 


led ĩnto puny effeminacy; into a ſoft and 
enervated delicacy of manners; into 
mining and affeftation: now; the ge- 
nuine beauties of pure nature are diſre- 
garded, and the counterfeit enjoyments 
of art and ſenſuality are ſubſtituted in 
their place. Men ſeem to think, that it 
is the chief buſineſs of life to indulge the 


| body: it is their boaſt, that they can g- 
nalize their proweſs i in acts of 1 intempe- | 
france; whoſe God is their belly, and whoſe 

glory is their ume. And among the 
155 fofter ſex, whoſe more delicate frames 


* 5 * | and 
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6; ah habits of Sor in. general, diſ- 
qualify them for any attachment to thoſe 
coarſer pleaſures, how many live, as if 
the immortal ſoul were only made for the 
ſervice of the body, and to enable them 
to ornament their perſons with new and 
fanciful decorations, to cultivate and 
improve a vain and periſhable beauty! 
Are we then to allow. our bodies no 
degree of indulgence? I do not pretend 
that either: but we muſt deal out theſe 
indulgences with a cautious and ſparing 


| hand; ever attentive to-wean our hearts, 


by frequent ſelf-denials, from too much 
fondneſs for earthly enjoyments. As 
travellers purſuing our way to a place of 
reſt and happineſs, and remembering that 
the way to arrive thither, is not ſo much 


do pleaſe our hearts, as to improve them 


in virtue, we muſt take the reſt and re- 
freſhments neceſſary for ſupporting our 
ſpirits through the ſtages of our mortal 

_ pilgrimage. We may therefore allow. 
ourſelves thoſe innocent recreations and 
| amuſcments, which ſerve to ſooth the un- 
wg wa. ca 
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: eaſy journey of life; but we muſt not 


- 


forget our deſtination, by reſting in theſe © 
enjoyments. We are to have our faces 


bY ever turned towards the bleſſed Jerula- 
E” lem, our true country, the ſeat of our 
bo |" Griunes and happineſs. | RIES <2 
Thus, if you are poſſeſſed 4 riches, 


you. are not called upon to part with 
them. If you have beauty, wit, orother 
_ amiable accomphſhments, you are not 
n obliged to deſtroy, or even to dis figure 
them; for good ends, you may and 
ought to cultivate them. If under a 
„eiu of adverſity; if oppreſſed by po- 
„ verty, or other temporal evils; your 
buoneſt endeavours to  extricate yourſelves 
are truly Jaudable. Make yourſelves, | 
as much as poſſible, pleaſing, uſeful, mw ; 
ornamental members of fociety. It 
p # x would: be a weaknefs, it would be e 
= 7 wrong, to aſſume a rigid fingularity of 
dxels and manners, which can only ſerve 
to make virtue diſguſting to others, and 
_ diſguiſe its natural charms, and affe 
* eaſe, * and forbidding 
8 %% ᷑ ᷣ́ mh 8 
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albe@. Be cheerfully attentive to every: 
little office of civility! or decorum. 
There is nothing in all ny aasee 

tible with virtue. 
But; ever” ebene abe . you 
are thus engaged in the midſt of tempo 
ral things; while, inſtead of being abſo-- 
lutely obliged to part with the advanta- 
ges of the earth, you are allowed to uſg 
them, and take comfort in them; flil? 
ou are indiſpenſably bound to keep your 


 affeftions-ſo-far diſengaged, that all the 


uſe you make of creatures, andall the- 
regard you entertain for them, be ever 
ſubordinate to- the will and law of Ge 2 
You muſt ever preſerve this temper of 
mind, that, whenever your duty to God 
demands you ſhould part with any object 


which you- poſſeſs or eſteem, you will - 


readily. ſacriſice ĩt on the altar of divine 
love. And here is the great difficulty 
that we have to ſtruggle with: the dan 
ger is, that we ſhall fail. in this -point—- 
difficulty and danger which are not to be 
Swercome or avoided. without mo h la- 


N 
bour, without many —— priva- 
tions, and acts of ſelf-denial, which may 
preſerve the mind independent, and 
maintain the ſuperiority of reaſon over 
all the affections of the heart. It is, per- 
| haps, much more eaſy to renounce the 
world entirely, than in the midſt of its 
Contagious: vanities to 1 our vir- 


- 


tue pure and untainted. 1 0 
This laſt" reflection 1 luffce to 
evince the abſurdity of a mode of reaſon- 
ing, which ſome here preſent may, per- 


haps, recollect to have made uſe of not 


| unfrequently. In general, When we 

ſpeak to Chriſtians of the neceſſity of 
works of mortification, each one conſt. 
ders it as a matter that 0 way concerns 
55 him, and therefore will ſcarcely liſten to 
* All this, it is ſaid, is very well for 
© monaſteries and cloiſters, for people 
« ſnut up in -Sotilude; but it can never 
be brought to bear, it will not do in 
the world,” This erroneous notion 
| wil adams confured, if we ne | 
80 2 9 


hing we deliver on the ſubject.— 
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for a 3 what were the motives. 


which induced religious people to em- 


brace their inſtitutes, Their motives 
vere, or ſhould have been, theſe: a full 
ſenſe of the great obligation of loving 
God above all things, and preferring the 
accompliſhment of his will before every 
other attainment ; and an experience of 
the great difficulty of diſcharging that 
fundamental duty of. religion i in the mid} 
of the contagion. of the earth: on theſe 
accounts they retired from the world, 
that they might work out their falvation 
withgreater eaſe, and more ſecuritys 3 
I Their dangers, conſequently, are now 
leſs than ours; their temptations, fewer 
and weaker: they can, without any great 


; effort, take off their affections from ob- 


jects which they poſſeſs, and even be- 
hold, no longer: they have no worldly 
intereſt to blind them, no dependencies 
tao perplex them, no bad example to ſe-, 
duce their innocence. The works of 
| felf-denial, therefore, are by no means 
| fo neceſlary for them as for us,. Vou, 
| x6 5 „ 


1 4 . \ 
K 55 


my friends, with every liberty 
the world, muſt ſtill uſe it as if you uſed. 
it not: you muſt be poor in ſpirit, aſtho” 
you may be poſſeſſed of unbounded af- 
' Huence: you muſt de temperate: when 
ſeated at a table covered with the moſt 
exquiſite delicacies: you muſt be hum 
ble of heart, though your ſtation in the 
world may make it proper you ſhoul@ 
wear a magnificent habit. You," my 
poor brethren, muſt be patient and re- 
ſigned, under a poverty which is over- 
_  boked and deſpiſed by the world, while 
the poverty of the religious man is re- 
ſpected and honoured. Self-denial, 
therefore; is principally enjoined by our 
| Redeemer, to you, and to me, who live 
in the world. Fo us it is not᷑ a matter 
of counſel: de not think it. It is of 
moſt ſtrict: obligation: it is included in 


the vows we made at our baptiſm. To 


f pretend to confine it to the ſolitude of a 
deſert, or a cloyſter, is a glaring, a mon- 
ſtrous abſurdity. Fou might as welk 
maintain Gt the: mariners, whoa are toſs = 
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fed to and fro c on a boiſterous ocean, at 
fewer precautions for their ſafety, than 
thoſe who glide ſmoothly on before the 
gentle and proſperous breeze, or have 
already entered the en oe PC an 7 
fecurity. Pc 
Depend upon it, ierefor, ene , 
will come off viftorious over the world: 
your own paſſions, and the other enemies 
ol your happineſs, unleſs by uſing the 
powerful arms of Chriſtian vigilance and 
felf. denial. And this may convince 
you that the Church, by commanding us 
to faſt at this time, does not impoſe on 
us any new or additional burthen: on the 
contrary, by our- being all united in the 
fame painful exereiſe, its difficulties are 
_ diminiſhed, its weight is alleviated, and 
it is rendered more efficacious, more me- 
xtorious and acceptable to heaven. The 
Catholic Church enjoins faſting, in pre- 
5 ference to- any other kind: of mortifica- 
tion, becauſe faſting-is- ſtrongly recom-- 
' mended by the example of the ſaints of 


| ren O New Teſtament, ane: above 
WD, F 
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al by the example of jeſus· Chriſt * : 
ſelf, the model of all perfection, as a ge- 
neral remedy for all our diſorders. This 

is what our Saviour would teach us, by 
3 the Enemy, after a faſt of forty 
days, to tempt him by a diſplay of all the 
glories of this viſible world. He, who 
was innocence itſelf, ſtood not in need 
of faſting, to ſecure his own virtue ; but 
he ſhows us the eſteem we ſhould have 
for that exerciſe, and points out to us its 
efficacy 1 in enabling us to ſtand unmoved 
by thefrowns of adverſity, unſeduced by 
the flattering charms of pleaſure ; in raiſ- 
ing us above every, carthly diſtinQion ; 
making us free, generous, diſintereſted, 
independent; and immovably fixing us 
on the firm baſis of truth and juſtice. 
In effect, faſting muſt naturally abate 
the ardor of the paſſions, -by. depriving 
them of their fuel; and, in proportion as 


ON concupiſcence is aſſuaged, the mind al. | 


0. is 


ſumes a more entire independence; rea- 
ſon and divine grace exert more fully 
5 —— 3 Which 


* 


de 1 


i dwells not in a land of ſweets i de- 

lights, courts the friendſhip and familia» 
rity of thofe whom: temperance. has ww 
Fg lien to its injunctionss. 
_ Convinced, therefore, of the a 
vantayes to be derived from this exer- 
ciſe, go through it with courage, with 
alacrity, and joy. Let not every unea- 
ſineſs, every little inconvenience, every 


trifling indiſpoſition, cauſe you to lay 
aſide a practice which you have been 


taught by the wiſdom of heaven. Oh! 
my brethren, only conſider how preci- 
| ous are the fruits of that wiſdom! how 


| ſweet the delights of virtue! how conſo- 


ling is the voice of Jeſus, your eternal 
lover, when he ſpeaks to the ſoul of the 
mortified Chriſtian, in the ſilence of the 


paſſions ! Think on this, and you will 5 


own that Lent is indeed an acceptable 
time. Diſpel that cloud of dejection 


vhich is ſpread over your minds. Senſe- 


leſs that we are, theſe are days of victory 


and triumph. Anoint your heads: let 


0 Joy and a . the heart, and 
5 1 


— 
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phy on the countenance of each indivi- 
dual. No one goes veeping to receive 
a crown; no one triumphs in tears. Vour 

Nedeemer, in commanding you to ſub- 

due and puniſh the body, has at heart 

pPFour eternal intereſts. Have them at 

5 yourſelves, | and every difficulty 

will be removed. Then you will feel 
that the rigour of- the Goſpel leads to. 
8 2 en and. Joys: both i in, time 
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" SERMON rs Ge 


THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT, © 


- On the Examination of the Confeience. 1 | 


2 Was 0 out a devil, (a the 7 at 
vas dumb; and when he had 'caft out the  _ - 
_ devil, the dumb ſpoke : and the multitude 5 
were in admiration at it. * xi. 


— 


Fus effect phodbend by d his rides of 
the evil ſpirit on the body of the perſon 
here mentioned, in depriving him of the 
ule of the organs of ſpeech, is a ſenſible 
image of the influence which: the ſame 
evil ſpirit frequently exerts in depriving 
men, not indeed of the power of ſpeech 
but of the will to ſpeak in thoſe circum. _ 
ſtances, when the glory of their Creator | 


the edification of their neighbour, or 
„„ their 


T 1 14 2: 
their own eternal intereſts baun them | 
to be ſilent: and the cure here perform- 


ed by the bounty, and by the power of 
Jeſus, repreſents to us the operations of 


that divine grace which removes the im- 


pediment. Every Chriſtian who uſes not 
the gift of ſpeech ſo as to anſwer the ends 
for which he received it, may, with pro- 
priety, be accounted dumb, in a moral 
and ſpiritual ſenſe. He is, conſequent- 
ly, ſpirityally dumb, if he employ not 
his tongue in praiſing and bleſſing his 
Creator; or negle& to pour forth pray- 
ers and ſupplications before the throne 
of grace, that he may obtain neceſſary 
aid. He is ſpiritually dumb as often as 
he remains lent, while the intereſts of 
truth and virtue require that he ſhould 
ſpeak. He is dumb, alſo, in a figura- 
tive and moral ſenſe, when he refuſes to 
_ confeſs his ſins to God, and to man, in 


- thoſe circumſtances in which the Al- 
mighty has revealed to us that it is his Pg 


on we ſhould wake: uch e S g ee 5 
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7 EY is on che ſubject of this laſt ſpecies 
of the infirmity that I mean now to ad- 


dreſs you, it being a matter in which we | 
are at preſent more immediately con- 


cerned ; as, at the approaching ſolemni- 3 


ty of Eaſter, we ſhall be called upon, by 75 

a ſpecial command of the Church, hum- 
bly to declare our guilt to the miniſter of 
God, and to expiate it by fincere repen- 
tance. It is not my intention to enter 
on a controverſial diſcuſſion, i in order to. 
prove the antiquity of the practice of 


auricular confeſſion, or its divine inſti⸗ HS 


tution. Of theſe points, I preſume, you 
are already ſufficiently informed. How- 
ever, juſt to.refreſh your memories, and 
for the information of thoſe, if any ſuch 
be here preſent, who. are not acquainted | 
with the weighty arguments which oblige 
the Catholic Church to enjoin the per- 
formance of ſo humiliating and ſo painful 
2 duty, 1 will mention one paſſage of the 
Sacred Scriptures, which clearly proves 
that the confeſſion of our fins to the paſ- 


tors of the Church, is not a human, inſti- 
tutien, 


tution, not an invention of eccleſiaſtical ö 
; policy,” but a neceffary condition, ap- 
pointed by our Redeemer, for obtaining 
the remiffion of our guilt, provided our 
circundſtances be compatible WON its ob- 
fervance, . 
| "Jeſus faid to his ufeiptes:- 15 the Fa- ; 
Ther hath ſent me, I alſo fend you. When 
he had ſaid this, he breathed on them ; and 
| he ſaid to them: Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt: 
whoſe fins' you all forgive, they are for- 
given them : and whoſe ſins you ſhall rei 


Alain, thiy are retained. (John xx.) Now, 


from theſe words, feriouſſy conſidered, I 
think every rational and candid mam muſt 
readily infer, that the declaration of our 

_ rrimes to the Apoſtles, and their ſucceſ- 
föors in the miniſtry, is tlie poſitive i in- 
junction of Cx riſtJe us. For, obſerve: 
the” Apoſtles were to 0 ſome ſins, 
and to vetain, Aae to forgive, others. 
It was neceffary, therefore, they mould 
be made acquainted with the fins of thoſe _ 
ho applied to them; otherwiſe, they 
Scud not W * which ſins 


* 
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were to tbe remitted; and which. rating; 


But how were they to come to the tou.” | 
ledge of the fins, unleſs by the criminal's | 


own confeſſion? The heart of man is co- 
vered with a thick and impenetrable 


veil, which none. but himſelf c can ra; 


n, 


ſent object, rather to aſſiſt you to reap 


the fruits of this inſtitution, than to ſhow: 
you the arguments on which our ſubmiſ- 
ſion to it is grounded. *F herefore, that 


you may be enabled to diſlodge the ve- 
nom which ſpreads through your hearts ; 


that you may pluck out the ſtings of re 
morſe. which torture your ſouls; that : 


you may lay all your fins, without ex- 
ception, at the feet of Jeſus, i in. the tri- 


bunal of penance, to be waſhed away by | 
bis precious blood; I propoſe to ſhow. 
you by what method you are to prepare 


yourſelyes for confeſſion. To declare 


our crimes, we mult firſt know, and re- 
member them; and hence ad the ne- 


5 celle of ſelf-examination.” Þ his even- 


But of this ſufficient; 60 it is _ np 


N 
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„„ 
ing, thereſore, I will ſpeak of that part 


of your preparation; ſhow you by what 
| principles you muſt be guided in it, and 
what are the miſtakes which you muſt 


avoid: and, next Sunday, it God permit, ; 
we will conſider the nature and the mo- 
tives of that compunttion of heart which 


muſt accompany your confeſſion, in e or- 


der to your reconeiliation Wied 5 ge in- 
"=_ Creator. . 

Abſtratted from any preparation for | 
te confeſſion of our crimes, the import- 
ance of ſelf-examination will be readily 
admitted, when it is conſidered only in a 
moral view, and as it tends to the im- 
provement of our hearts. A ſerious 
and impartial retroſpect on our conduct 


is indiſputably neceſſary, both to our > | 


confirmation'in good, and to the recove- 
ry of loſt virtue. Without ſelf-exami- 7 
nation we are in danger of being ſeduced 
for ever by the ſame allurements, and 
” mifled by the ſame fancies. But it is a 


_ buſineſs, at teaſt as diffcult as it is im- 8 


portant. Among the many pernicious 
„ - =. 8 con- 


fl 


- » 
_— — — 
— — * = 


J 


E. 119 1 
conſequences which flow From the cor- 


ruption which we inherit from our firſt 
parent, there is none more fatal, or 


more univerſal, than an interior blind- 
neſs, a difficulty of diſcerning the true 
ſtate of our ſouls; inſomuch that we are 

ever liable to be deceived in the judge 
ment which we paſs on the value and 


merit of our own actions. There is not 


any one living that is not thus blind, 


with regard to ſothe particular object or 
other. There is a fide on which each 
one lies open to deception. Inotdinate 


ſelf. love, which burns with ſome degree 
| of intenſity in every heart, fends up, as 
I way fay, certain fumes and exhalations 


which form a miſt before the eye of rea- 
ſon : through that obſcure and deceitful © 


medium we behold all our neareſt cons 


cerns. We ſee every thing that regards 
ourſelves through a kind of perſpective, 
which either magnifies or ALIA _ 


objekt. 


To diſſipate thee eus raiſed his on 
paſſions, is not an eafy undertaking : | 


cou 1355 
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requires much compoſure of mind, much 
cool and deliberate attention. 1 Unleſs 
we uſe great precaution, we, ſhall ever 
be ſtrangers to our own hearts, a myſtery 
| to ourſelves. . Hence it frequently, comes 
to paſs that many, after all their endea- 


1 vours to dive into the ſecrets of their 


oven conſciences, in the concluſion are 
only half, and perhaps hardly i in any de- 
gree, competent to decide upon them. 
The common cauſes of this miſcarriage, 
in ſo momentous a concern, are the 
\ following, which I ſhall earneſtly exhort 
vou to guard againſt. . Firſt, men do not 
allow themſelves ſufficient leiſüre for 
the enquiry; ſecondly, they examine by 
wrong principles; thirdly, their exami- 
nation is often imperfe&, by not being 
| extended to. the whole circle of their 
duties. 
4 J. They Pg not allow ables ſuffi. 
725 cient leiſure: | | My. brethren, the whole 
life of a Chriſtian ſhould be, in ſome 7 
ſenſe, an examination into the motions 


ot his mind and heart. He mould be 
2 TT 285 7 1 e 


8 
* 
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always fitting ! in judgement, and 8 


ſentence, in fecret, on his n actions. 


A ſucceſſion of ideas of various kinds, 


is continually paſſing through our minds, 
and each, in its turn, ſolicits our Atten= 


tion: and a multitude of different defires, 


coming in rapidly one after the other, 
Os. enn, heprs. ue Joy, grief, 
: en a * ebd. our, minds, with 

their multiplicity and variety, that, in L 
the evening.of each day, if we fit down 
to review. what has paſſed in our ſouls 


during the courſe of it, it is with great f 
cee we can d N tolerable. 


account. 244 6 


12 an-Hufon, therefore, to imagine 
us. after one, two, or three months, 
perhaps even a whole year of continual 

diſſipation and diſtraction, of irregularity ye 


and diſorder, you can become acquainted 


with the ſtate of your interior, by em- 
ploying only a few minutes, or a ſhort 


quarter, or half an hour, in ſcif-exami- 


nation. A conſtant vigilance over all 


Vor . 1 e your 


* 


ee error; ſo apt is the human heart 
to deceive itlelf. How then can you 


latter yourſelves you can fo. eafily pe- 


netrate into its ſecret receſſes? No, 


my friends; if you wiſh to know your- 
felves, you muſt labour to acquire a 
habit of continual vigilance and cir- 


cumſpection. In all the variety of your 
life and converfation, 'endeavour, as far 
as is compatible with che frailty of this 


mortal ſtate, to keep your eye turned in- 
wardly on the operations of your ſoul. 


Notice your unlawful paſſions, the inſtant : 


: they begin to ſhow' themſelves : and 
bewail your diforders 1 in ſecret, in the 
ſight of your all ſeeing Judge. Fix 
them in your memory, that they may be 


a warning t to you to guard againſt future 
failures; and that, by your laying them 
in humble confeſſion before your Re. 


Ueemer, they may be effaced from that 
book, by the contents of which you 
50 * . me" . rope zEcounts. 

1 aid 


> 


hb” "Ti 1423 1 
1 ſaid, 40 this, as far is compatible 
Vith human frailty : for it will not al- 
ways be poſſible; and an over ſcrupulous 
attention of that kind might be very 
prejudicial, and render you unfit for 
diſcharging the various; duties, of. life. 
But there is one practice, Which, if you | 
neglett, you cannot be excuſable: that 
is, in the evening of each day, when 
its buſtles, its diſtractions, its duties, its 
buſineſs is over; when ou are about to 
retire to that repofe to which the ſilence 
of the night invites you; then, in the 
retirement of your chamber, let the 
actions of the day paſs 4 in review before 


you. Examine the. occupations, the 


thoughts, the deſires, the converſations, 
that have filled it up. Aſk yourſelves: 
„% Wherein have I deviated from recti- 


e tude? What have 1 been doing? 


Th „What have: I deft undene, which 1 
fx ought this day to have done ? Weigh 
rhe motives and: principles on which. you 
have adted: take then your heart in 

M our bands, and view it naked as it is | 
V 


* 
- 


* 
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in the fight of its creator; veep over 
that which has been criminal; take pre- 
cautions againſt future ſurpriſes; 3 re) oice, 
and be confirmed in the good you diſ- 
cover. Then you may recline on your 
pillow with this conſoling hope, that 


each ſucceeding day will ſee you better 


and wiſer than the foregoing, By this 
daily ſcrutiny, you will become familiar 
with yourſelves and prepared to give an 
account of the ſtate of your conſciences, 
when you mean to approach to the as | 
ae with truth and accuracy. ; 
Only this mode of proceeding n 
 infure you ſucceſs. But, have you 
hitherto carried with you to the tribunal 
of penance, a confcience thus carefully 
ſcrutinized? Ah! perhaps s your whole 
lives are ſpent i in a kind of abſenſe from 
yourſelves. Cares, ſolieitudes, agita- a 


tions, or pleaſures, fill up the bulk of 
your time; and, when you have any 


moments of leiſure, how do you employ 
them! te Generally, it is moſt probable, 


. firſt conſideration * how you ſhall 
divert 


— 
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divert them away. To be alone, is 
what you cannot bear: the moments 
paſſed j in ſolitude are dilguſting, melan- 
choly, killing. Do vou then ſuppoſe, 


that a ſhort interval, in which you turn 


your attention on your paſt conduct, 
before confeſſion, is ſufficient to bring 
all your offenſes to your view? Why, 
my friends, it is not ſufficient even to 
quiet your | imaginations, /'and | baniſh 
thoſe diſtracting images which the world, 
and its concerns and pleaſures, conti- 
nually force upon your r minds. How 
ſhould you be able, in ſath a ſpace, to 


lay open the folds and intricacies of your fo 


hearts, to become acquainted with your- 
ſelves? A- thouſand: unjuſt defires, a 
thouſand criminal paſſions, may have 
defiled your ſouls, which, for want of 
opportunity only, were not gratifed, 
and, becauſe not gratified, are forgotten; 
A variety of good actions changed into 
erimes by the depravity of the intention 
which gives birth to them. A chaos of 
: on a which, with all your attention, 
| .6 S v0 


— 
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you ean never properly diſtinguiſh into 
its parts, you think, can be brought into 
| perfe&t order. in a few minutes. The 
pretenſion is abſurd : you vill touch the 
ſuperficies of your ſoul, but not penetrate 
its corruption; you will exhibita picture 
of your exterior crimes, but not an 
image of your hearts: hardly will 180 8 
eee of them yourſalves. 
II. It happens krequently, that Chri- 
fians fall into another dangerous miſtake 

in the huſineſs of ſelf- examination, from 
being guided in their enquiries by wrong 
principles. One would. imagine, that, 
vere a perſon: defirous of knowing the 

true ſtate of his conſcience, the real 

merit or demerit of his actions, the moſt 
| ſimple and natural means of coming to 
che truth would be, to place on the one 

hand the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, on the 

; other, the hiſtory of his own, conduct; 

10 examine, relatively to each actien, 
anded, what is fot bidden, 

od ae permitted ; to ſee, in each par- 
e how he has «complied. with the 


74 | _ | law 3 | 
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law; how far that part. of his life dich 
comes under examination has been con- 
ducted by the principles, of the Goſpel. . 
This, ſurely, is the obvious method of 
acquiring the knowledge of which 
ve pretend to be in ſearch. But this is 
not the method which is always followed: 
on the contrary, each rank, ſtate, and 
profeſſion of life, lays down certain 
maxims which are dictated by inordinate 
felf-love, or eſtabliſhed by the general 
practice of the world: maxims with 
which the Goſpel is wholly unacquainted; 
which either ſoften and mitigate the ſe- 
verity of its diſcipline, make its precepts 


more commodious to fleſh and blood, 


or are directly oppoſite to its ſpirit. 
Theſe maxims they lay down as certain 
rules, and, by their aid, form an eſti- 
mate of the moral value of their own 
works. I will illuſtrate this ane 
Ag: ſome examples. 
The (Goſpel, 3 chat in Chriſt 
Jeſus there is no diſtinction of perſons ;. 
Wa: on laws. which he enabts, equally 
„ 4 | OC 
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Ange the greatelh ſohage on eapthi, 
and the loweſt peaſant; that an eminent 
ſtation is fo far from being-a privilege 
Which exempts men from the obſervances 
of the Chriſtian religion, that it enforces 
the obligation to them, while it brings 
with it many difficulties and temptations 
to which men in the lower walks of 
life are ſeldom expoſed : ſuch is the 
ſpirit of the Goſpel. But, in oppoſition 
to theſe notions, thoſe who are poſſeſſed 
of affluence or diſtinguiſhed by their 
rank among their fellow creatures, eon- 


ider their condition as a prerogative, 


| which ought to ſmooth away before them 
all that is rough, and exclude all that is 
painful 1 in the praftice of virtue: they 
imagine themſelves allowed a certain 
tatitude of morals; which, in men of an : 
inferior ftation, would be utterly un- 
juſtifiable: they look upon themſelves 
as under no ſtrict obligation to hate that 
world in which they find themſelves ſo 
much at their eaſe; to ſhun the allure. | 
- ems” of * pleaſure, Which diſplays its 
charms 


5 * 
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delicacy, humor, and paſſion, is, om many 
accounts, very exeuſable: that the ſelf- 
denials of the Goſpel; and the painful 


"exerciſes of this time of Lent, are not 
ſo much intended for them; and ſo- one 


Theſe opinions, and many mild, indul- 
gent, and good - natured conſequences 
vhich flow from them, are held. to be 


undoubted truths; and by their light, 


the great- ones of this: world too often 
_ pals judgement on their own. hearts. 
Again, the Goſpel. teaches, that we 


ä mall be tried at the tribunal of divine | 
juſtice, by the laws which our Redeemer 
hath promulgated, and not by any lays 


and manners of the age ;. that the ex- 


ample of others, however univerſal; can 


never authorize any abuſe which the la 
condemns. Yet, how often 1s cuſtons 


alledged as a juſtifications of, many ac 25 


tions which the law. pronounces crimi 
* Thus, for * vhen. F x RACK 1 


3 : EL 
x F 5 ; ; 
* 


arms continually around them: they 
ink, that in them a life all ſoftneſs, 


C 5 ] 


examining the ſtate of his- conſcionds;. 


obſerves: that he makes uſe of ſome-arts: 
in the ſale of bis commodities; which 


ſtrict integrity will not admit of, he 


ſolves the difficulty, and calms: the diſ- 


quiet of his mind by faying: * All of: 


the ſame trade take theſe advantages, 
« do the very ſame thing; I need not, 
therefore, be fo very fevuputos.” "At 
fervant diſſipates the property of his: 


waſter; or, with a glaring injuſtice which 


takes the name of charity, gives part of 


- 


it to the poor, without any orders or: : 


permiſſion; and then fays-: % There is. 
* nothing in that; it is very common 


« with all fervants.”” How. often is a- 


ſtyle of drefs, which ſhocks- the-eye of. 


| modeſty, and decency, defended: by al- 
tedging, that it is the b * — 
| _ muſt be complied wich! 5 3 

Wich reſpect to the uſe of a fore. 


the frakss of their induſtry or their inhe- 
ritance, the Goſpel teaches, that no one 


is abſolute maſter of his Wo. that: 


the- 


fi efions,. whether they be 


— 


\ 


the patrimony of the indigent. Vet, 
becauſe in theſe days it is the prevailing 


mode to give into every luxurious ex- 


travagance, to make a figure beyond the 
income, and ſacrifice juſtice at the ſhrine: 

of vanity, no one's conkiienaer is much 
jy nen at it. 

In theſe, and many Potts n 
euſtom ſo far prevails over the laws. of 
nature and religion, that men think it 
a weakneſs, a timidity, a childiſh ſcru- 


puloſity, to. ſtartle at the moſt flagrant. | 


miquity.— Take heed, my friends; a 
falſe conſcience is very eaſily formed. 
| There is @ way that ſcemethᷣ to a man right: 
and the ends thereof” lead to death. (Prov. 
xvi.) If you wiſh io be approved of by 
heaven, make the Goſpel your only rule; 
by that meaſure every other ſtandard. 
In all the variety of times, cuſtoms, and 


manners, that is ever the ſame, ever in- 


variable, inflexible: by that alone you 
vill be judged. If you examine your 
Vork by any other rule, waren ol 


— * 
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„ 
throwing a light on your W 
vou will ſpread over them clouds of 
. darkneſs, an ** ee in 
evil. 9 row 8 01 2 

<Þ 11. The examination into our — 

is alſo frequently deficient,. becauſe we. 
neglect to take into the account the 
whole extent of our obligations. Beſides 
the general duties of every — 
each individual has certain obligations 
to comply wich, which ariſe out of his 
own particular-cireumſtances; and theres 
fore, into theſe Hkewiſe he muſt carefully. 
_ enquire: Hence, if. you be a father, or 
maſter of a family, do. not forget to con- 
er whether, at the head of your child- 
ren and domeſtics, you. daily offer up to 
God a ſacrifice of morning and evening. 
prayer, uniting: the pious vows and 
ſupplications of your whole family. Or, 
if eireumſtances will not allow you to- 


CY 


alſemble them together, are you careful, 


as much as in you lies, that your ſer- 
_ neglect not ſo important a duty 
e oe habituate e children, in their 

inſant 


* 
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infant years, to this holy exerciſe; a | 
teach them to lift up their yet innocent 
hands to the throne” of their Creator, 
from whom they are to derive every 
bleſſing and comfort of their future ex- 
Hence? Do you labour to: enlighten _ 
their opening minds, and form their 
tender hearts to virtue? Above all 
does your own conduct preſent to thema 
model which they may ſafely imitate? 

If a huſband, do you ſhare the fruits : 
of: your labor and induſtry with the 
partner of your cares, oft your joys, and 
your ſorrows? Do you, by reſtraining 

the ſallies ofa haſty and paſhonate temper, 

_ cheriſh, on all ppg domeſtic: peace- 
and harmony? Do you, by every 
- tender and. kind e endeavour | 
to improve that mutual eſteem which is 
che ſtrongeſt band of union, and. without: | 


_ - which the married ſtate is. but a ſcene. af” 


trouble, antipathies, and ſorrows ? If 
a wife, do you by a prudent. attention 

do your domeſtic duties, by an orderly 
man —— of the Sous and its con- 


cerns 


4 


* 
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| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
J 
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— Uiminiſh the ſolicitudes TI 
the labours of your huſband? Do you 


ſtrive to make home the feene in which 
he looks for comfort; in which, after the 
toils of buſineſs, he can repoſe in peace, 


and taſte a pure and innocent pleaſure? 
If a ſervant, are you zealouſly attentive 
to the intereſts of thoſe whom you have 
engaged to ſerve? Do you go through 
the labours and employments allotted to 
| you, with aſſiduity and cheerfulneſs ; 


ſeeking by every action, to pleaſe and 
to honour the ſovereign Ruler of the 


e i cih life ? 


In a word, whatever be your occupation Fe 

or ſituation, ſee whether, in that ſituation, 
you eee n to dons the _ * 
* 0 d. 5 4 


From the defests which 1 wan men- 
Quiet from awant of taking a ſufficient 


| time for the Examination; from being 
; guided by falſe principles, and paying 
no attention to the manner in which they 


med the n duties of 
- | their | 


— 
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heir ſtate, it W 3 ds Chr 
tians, after whole months, and ſome 


years, conſumed in folly and —— 1 


hardly find ſufficient matter for confel.-. 
fion. They relate the crimes of a year, 
in a ſpace of time that would not ſufſice 


for the declaring of the-faults:of one of 


quence? When they retire from the 


confeſſional, de they feel that interior 
* is the fruit 
of a good conſeience? Do they taſte: 
thoſe abundant conſolations which flo 
in upon 2 ſoul purified-from guilt; de- 


peace, that pure delight:whi 


. of Pg 2 Ghoſt? Ob, ag 
they do not: ſomething lurks behind, 
which makes them ſtill uneaſy: a gloom is 


ſpread over their minds: a heavineſs of 


heart yet remains: they are not ſatisfied! 
with what they haue done. Ahl vas it 
che formidable hour of deat 


gladly do it over: again. ae 
chey ſay, perhaps you may have ſaid it, 
e 33 ſome dap or other, 

they 


* 
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y vill make a confeſſion different 
r which they uſually make: will 
endeavour to elear up the doubts which 
nom diſtreſs them, and be converted in 


= good earneſt. What a: folly is this! To 
undergo the ſhame and difficulty ol con- 


4 and to deprive yourſelves, at the 
t iuame time, of all its conſolations, by 
maaking it imperfect! To declare ſome 
of your crimes, and to render that de- 
celaration, which is ſo humiliating and 
paoainful to nature, a new n and che 
ES of all! Wig 
Heaven forbid: e ſhould aha. 
ceive and injure yourſelves}. Let 
eandour and fincerity - WE your in- 
-quiries into the ſtate of your ſouls, and 
move your tongues to anfold alt the evils. 
Eo, and diſtreſſes of your hearts. Let no 
8 vain fears depreſs you: do not conſider 
the perſon of the Miniſter of God to 
— make your confeſſion. He 
s nothing there in his own. perſon: he 
holds the place of Ohriſt Jeſus: or, if 
ee ee his ane him as an 
Nin . affec- 


affectionate Be in whoſe boſom you | 
are about to depoſit the Tecrets and the 
ſorrows of ybur hearts, that you may find 
| counſel, relief, and comfort. Whatever : 
vou ſhall declare will not furpriſe him, 
or hurt you in his eſteem, Ahl we. 
know too well what the corruption of the 
human heart is capable of producing. 
We carry within us the ſeeds of that cor- 
ruption. We have the inclinations and 
paſſions which are capable of leading us 
to the perpetration of the ſame crimes 
which you bluſh to acknowledge; and, 
if we are not guilty of them, it is not our 
own ſtrength, but the arm omnipotent of 
heaven which ſupports us. Left to our- 
ſelves but for one moment, we may 
each of us be what the worſt of ſinners 
are. The greater your crimes are, the 
more will you excite the compaſſion f 
your Paſtor; the more will his. charity 
be intereſted in your behalf: he vill aſ- 
ſuage your ſorrows, heal your wounds, 
clear up your perplexities, preſcribe a 


remedy to your infirmitſes: be will en- 
courage 
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1 courage your good purpoſes, fortify 
7 your reſolutions, ſpeak words of peace 
firm you in the 
_ choice of that virtuous courſe of life, the 
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mination of conſcience neceſſarily pre- 
ceding i it, of which I ſpoke laſt Sunday, 


as well as the penitential labours by 
Which, as I have formerly ſhown you, 


our iniquities muſt be expiated, are but 


the; exterior circumſtances of repent- 
anee, the means conducing to it, or the 


effeas which it produces. But the eſſen- 
tial ingredient of repentance, is a heart- 
ſelt grief for having offended God, and 
2 9 of fn, accompanied by a 


T | HE 3 of fin, 4 ths exa- 


Z 
fixed determination henceforth to re- 
nounce it for ever. This is the main 
poim: for, when the dansk is ſo circum- 
ſtanced, that the confeſſion of his guilt 
is not in his power; either from the ab- 
ſence of the Paſtors of che the Church, to | 
whom alone he is commanded to de- 
clare his crimes; or becauſe ſtricken on 
a ſudden with a mortal infirmity, he has 
no longer the uſe of ſpeech; in fuch 
caſes, ſincere contrition of heart will ſup- 
ply every other deficiency, and obtain 
his pardon at the throne of divine mercy. 
-But the want of that ſorrou can be ſup- 
plied by nothing elſe: without ſincere 
compundction, a confeſſſon the moſt com- 
; plete and accurate will be productive 'of 
no advantage. If the heart be not peni- 
tent, the Prieſt, who cannot penetrate 
Anto its ſecrets; may pronouuce abſolut 
tion; but the ſentence is declared null 
by. a higher power by 4 fuperior tribu- 
nal, to which both the prieſt; and the ſin- 
ner 4 avg Ke eilen wee | 
PIs i Wars 
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Were hoſe be bare ſeparated them 


8 from our communion, to beſtow 


; only 4 little attention on this truth, it 


would be impoſſible that the doctrine of 
the Catholic Chu rch, reſpectingꝰ the 


ſacrament of penance, ſhould appear to 


them in an unfavourable light; much 
leſs would it be exhibited in that dark co 
ouring in which they frequently repre- 
ſent it. They allege againſt us, with a 
degree of warmth and aſperity, which 


would indeed be juſtifiable, were the ac- 
cuſation well grounded, that, in conſe- 


quence of our tenets on the ſubject of 

confeſſion, abſolution, and indulgences, 
ve give encouragement to guilt, by hold- 
ing out à pardon for it on very eaſy 
terms. Let us then examine for a mo- 


ment, how the difference ſtands between 


them and us. . 
They teach, in the bee of the 


: hirty-nine articles of their religion, that ;  - 
| we are juſtified by faith only, and not for 138 


our own. works or deſervings. And 
thoſe among them, who. have receded 


| L * J 
don far "RN the doarine-of the rſt Re- 
formers, as to require any thing beſides 

faith for obtaining the remiſſion of ſin, 
at moſt demand no more than ſincere 
compunction of heart, and a change of 
life. We require faith alſo; we require 
compundction of heart, together with as 
fixed a determination of amendment in 
future, as people of any perſuaſion can 
poſſibly deſire, In what then conſiſts 
the encouragement we give to ſin? Is 
it in this, that beſides faith, beſides com- 
punction, we enjoin other obſervances, | 
painful and humiliating to nature; a de- 
claration of all our crimes, made to a 
man, our fellow creature; a reſtitution 
bol every thing we may have unjuſtly ac- 
: quired; works of ſelfedenial; faſts and 
auſterities for the puniſhment of ſin?” Is 
the atonement for fin made eaſier by us, 
becauſe we require for it all that others 
do, and à great deal more? If guilt be 
encouraged by a proſpett of pardon on 
ceaſy terms, it ſurely is not difficult to de- 
: termine ag the greater indul- 


| See 


N 
gence lies. 1 have not made theſe obs 
ſervations with any deſign to attack, or 
to ridicule the religious opinions of 
others. I am much averſe from diſpute 
and contention: I know they are ſel- 
dom the avenues which lead to truth. 
But I meant only to ſhow the innocence 
of our ſentiments, by a candid and fair 
explanation. Undoubtedly, my brethren, 
almoſt every page of the Sacred Writ- 
ings, and the cleareſt dictates of natural 
reaſon, demonſtrate, that a ſorrow of 
heart for paſt tranſgreſſions, is the moſt 
eſſential ingredient of a true converſion. 

Still it muſt be obſerved, that every 
kind of ſorrow will not effect a recon- 
ciliation with our offended Creator. It 
is very poffible to miſtake the nature 
and properties of true compundtion: and | 
a miſtake in ſo weighty a concern, can- 
not fail to prove deſtructive in its conſe- | 
quences. TI will-therefore proceed now, 
as 1 propoſed laſt Sunday, to conſider, 
in the firſt place, the nature of that ſor- 
ny which reftores Toft innocence, and 
— 1 1 5 | the 
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che motives on which i it muſt be IT ; 


ed; and, ſecondly, the marks whe rehy 
you may judge of the reality 01 its e 
ence in your hearts. 3 05 
I. Our ſorrow for ſin, e a dig - 
ſition to a ſupernatural gift, the grace. of 
juſtification, n muſt be, conſequently, .an 
emotion excited by grace, and not ſim- 
ply a feeling of nature. The trouble 
and confuſion which agile. in che ſoul 


from the horror ſhe has of. her. own 


crimes, chat diſtreſs which  wrings the 
| heart, muſt proceed. from the operation 


of the ſpirit of God, in whoſe hands is 


the government of the human heart; and 
Who alone can change its diſpoſitions, 
| andn make it bate that which it formerly 

purſued with the fondeſt affection. The 
ſorrow that conſtitutes a true conver- 
ſion, is commonly expreſſed - by the 
word contrition, which originally ſigni- 


6 1 


ies a brealing in Hieces, but is metapho- 


1 rically employed. to mark the grief we 


conceive on account of any ragt evil. 


1 * 
Which has befallen us, as it deſcribes. 
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N 
ence of that grief, and the trong agi- 


"rations which it cauſes in our hearts. 
When the ſinner contemplates, in the 


5 night of Divine Revelation, the infinite 


and amiable perfeftions of the Deity, and 

| Tees that Sin ſtands in dire@ oppoſition 
| 70 them all, in every horrid ape of de- 
nity and baſeneſs; then he diſcovers 


: the evil, the miſery, the vileneſs of his 
own Corr tion: | then he is agitated, 


; and his heart , pierced 
with a row PropoftüsBed to theſe 


of true compunction. 
But it ſometimes been Mat be 


concern which finners carry with them 


to *he tribunal of pehanoe, is nothing 


more than the working of\felftove: their | 


pride is alarmed at the Ide of declaring 
their gilt: their hearts, when they are 
vn the” point © of acknowledging them- 
ſelves culpahle, ſuffer violent agitations: 

rorns By emorſe on the one e hand, and, 


ns II. 1 on 


ws , Weeps over its own wretchedneſs, : 
perhidy, and ingratitude, with floods of 
penitential tears: theſe are the feelings 
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on A pet, diſtreſſed by a falſe ſhame, 
which conſiders the neceſſity of confeſ- 
ſing fin as its greateſt evil, they miſtake 
this confuſion and and pain for that for. 
row which atones for iniquity ; they con- 
found their pride with their repentance; 
their averſion from the humiliating ne- 
ceſſity of confeſſion, with their deteſta- 
tion of paſt guilt: they are proud and 
confuſed ; and they imagine themſelves 
humble of heart, and ſincerely penitent. 
I am not ignorant that the ſame grace 
which moves us to repentance, produces - 


7 


dalſo in us a falutary ſhame and confuſion. 


There is, as we are taught by the ſpirit of 
| God, a ſhame that bringeth glory and 
grace. (Eccl. iv.) All the day long, ſaid 
a penitent Prince, my /hame;is before. me: 
and the confuſion of my face hath covered 
me. 0 Pſ. xliii.) Such bluſhes as theſe, 
muy friends, are indeed becoming. This 

ſhame is a conſequence of the juſt con- 
ception the ſinner forms of his own vile- 
neſs and deformity. Happy ſhame! 
| which i is the attendant of Fe compunc- 
| — OAT tion. 
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tion. But this is a feeling widely differ- 


ent from that confuſion which is the re- 
ſult of dreading to make another ac- 
quainted with our guilt. A truly peni- 


tent ſoul gives no thought to the opi- 
nions which man may form; nay, were 


it neceſlary to expoſe herſelf to it, could 


look with indifference on the contempt 


of the whole world, and. ſtand unmoved 
by their ſcorn. All that ſhe aims at, is 


to. have her God and her Redeemer * | 


witneſs of the fincerity of her ſighs and 
tears; there i is her conſolation : and, on 
the other hand, where ſhe hidden in the 


ſolitude of a deſert, or buried in the 
deepeſt caverns of the earth; did ſhe 
exiſt alone in the world; the thought, 


that the all-piercing eye of God beheld 


her corruption, her defilements and 
_ crimes, would be her miſery. and her tor- 
ture: wherever ſhe. carries her guilt, 


5 there 1 is ver ſhame, her ane her 1 15 
treſs. 
Obſerve, „ my Fare that, 


the ot which conſtitutes true repent- 


"= _ ance, 


* *% 
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highly advantageous to look do 


. weeping and gnaſhing of teeth; where 


t a 1 


anck, is widely; different from that 


amtiety and trouble which proceeds 


merely from the fear of puniſhment. 
There are many Chriſtians” who fee 
5 nothing hateful in iniquity itſelf, but only 


felinquifh'it, becauſe it opens hell before 
them, and menaces them with eternal mi- 
ſeries. "They would not in the leaſt he- 
fitate to violate the law of God, pro- | 
vided the inſult offered to him, and the 

conſequent loſs of his friendlhip, were 
che only evils to be drœaded. They are 
ſorry for their offences, but their ſorrow 
amounts to nd more than a with that they 
could fin with impunity. It may wir 


hold their hands from doing a criminal 


action, but does not change their wills, 
nor af hy i bree thei affeQion for 


the crime. 
0 1 am REN it the fear of the Lot 


is the bi 


ginning of wiſdom; that it is 
wn with 

the eye of faith into thoſe regions of mi- 

ſery, and eternal deſpair, where there is 


no 
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noarder, buteverlaſting horror inhabits ; 
to deſcend alive into hell in imagination,- 
and to make the remembrance of that 
horrid ſeene à curb to the impetuoſity of 
our criminal paſſions. Alas! notwith- 
ſtanding the thunders of God's indigna- 
tion are denounced againſt ſinners, not- 
withſtanding his avenging flames await to 
encompaſs them, ſtill iniquity abounds 
among men, ſtill all fleſh corrupts its 
way. Where then would virtue be 
found, were they to turn away their 


eyes from the tremendaus proſpeR, of 


_ that eternal perdition in which guilt in- 
volyes, them? There are ſome well» 
formed and noble minds, who are at- 
tached to the ſeryice of their Creator hy 
gratitude and love; but the bulk of 
mankind feels not the influence of thols 
higher motives; the greater part ſtand in 
need of a ſpur, to urge them on to duty; 
| and, therefore, in every. lenſe, ur God 
bath made it our intereſt to be yirtuguss = 
But the fear of God, though juſt, holy, 
and aaa is not perlect wildam:; 2016 
H 3 8 


5 . 400 1 . 
it ts only the beginning of wiſdom it 
is a preparation for repentance; but it is 
not its eſſence, its ſubſtance. Only love, 
my brethren; love, which made you 
finners, only love can make you true 
penitents. Love rtarried away your 
hearts from your God, and beſtowed 
them on creatures: love, therefore, muſt 
return them to him again. All the 
erimes of your lives are the conſequences 
of a miſplaced affection. Vou lighted 
up a profane fire on the altar which God 
had erected to himſelf: that fire, then, 
you muſt labour to extinguiſh, and en- 
kindle in its place the pure flames of 
divine charity. Fear God, but let your 
fear be tempered with love; let it be the 
fear of a favoured child, who dreads in- 
| deed the conſequences of his undutiful 
behaviour, but weeps in all the bitterneſs | 
of forrow, over the wrong which he has 
done to an injure parent. Reprobate 
chat ſordid diſpoſition of thoſe merce- 
nary ſlaves who regard nothing in reli- 


| gion but i its menaces; who, were there 
| no 


9 ? ; . 


no hell, would live like Atheiſts, wich- 
out faith, religion, or conſcience. 

You will be deceived, my friends, if / 
you ſuppoſe, that, while I deſcribe to 
you the mean diſpoſition of thoſe Chriſ- 
tians who are governed by fear only, I 
am picturing a character which exiſts 
only in imagination. Ah! would to 
God it were fo! View your own hearts. 
It will be well with you indeed, if the 
motives on which you have aQed have 
been ſo pure as 'to make it dubious to 
you whether ſuch a character exiſt or 
not. See whether all your religion may 
not have been grounded on fear only. 


A melancholy experience proves, that it 


is the dread of puniſhment, more than 
any other incitement, which moves men 
to repentance. From time to time, ter- 
rified by a reflection on the uncertainty 
of human life, and on that ſtate into 
which they are to enter after death, they 
caſt themſelves at the feet of their Re- 
deemer, implore his mercy, and divorce 


themſelves, for the inſtant, from the un- 
8 e lawful | 
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uf objects of. their paſſions; giving 
them, at the ſame time, a parting glance 
of affeQtion, as to objects dear to their 
hearts, but ruinous to their intereſts.— 
Like the wife of Lot, they hate not the 
city of Sodom, nor the orimes committed 
there; but they flee from the fire and 
brimitone which rain down upon ets - 
| Shortly after, their fears abate; then, 
the charms. of pleaſure, the gay objects 
which before ſeduced them, preſent: 
themſelves again, captivate their hearts, 
and claſp them once morein their criminal 
embraces.—By and by reflection renews. 
their fears: they repent; then ceaſe to 
fear, and fin again: The whole life of 
many Chriſtians turns round in this cir- 
| ele; the torments of an hereafter are the 
only divinity before which they bend. 
It way ſeem harſh to rank among 
tbeſe, many perſons whoſe lives are ac-. 
counted regular, and perhaps edifying.. 
But can we with juſtice form a more 
favourable. opinion of them, when ve 


ſee that they are _— to conſept to auy 
3 ſin 
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un whicts i is thought to be only venialy 


| becauſe they believe it will not be fol- 


towed by eternal puniſnment; while the 
offence given to God is a matter they 
totally diſregard? Does not this condutt 


point out the principle upon which they 


aft? Is it the conduct of a creature ac- 
tuated by love? Sound your hearts, my 
beloved, in the preſence of your God; 


interrogate your actions; and. you wilk 
diſcover whether you are children of 


love, or . e deen on a en 
Rar. ; N 

II. I come now to Aude ihe 
marks by which you may judge of the 
nature of your ſorrow for ſin. There 
are certain unequivocał circumſtances- 
ever attendant on a true repentance. 
which diſtinguiſh it from every ſpurious 
kind Of converſion! and where theſe- 
eircumſtances meet together, there can 
be very little danger of impoſition. The 
firſt is the method you employ, in order: 


to excite in your hearts a ſorrow for 


your fans, or to make an oft of contrilion: 


c * the 


* 


t 
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your feelings. 
done, they may be, by no means, the 
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the lecond; the feeling with which that 
_ ais accompanied: the third, and moſt 
certain of all, the reſolution it contains 
of a change of life; and opacity the 
_ effe& that refolution produces. 


To make an att of contrition, my bre- 


ee it is not fufficient to recite ſome 
of thoſe ſorms of prayer, which are ſo 
called, and which you find in all your 


books of devotion. By reciting thoſe | 


prayers, you expreſs with the tongue, the 
motives and the ſentiments of contrition, 


or make them paſs through your imagi- 
nations, and perhaps tranfiently touch 
But when all | this is 


expreſſion of what really paſſes in your 
hearts. Begin, therefore, by enlighten- 


ing your minds with a ſerious meditation 
on the motives of repentance; and let 
. your hearts be warmed with the affec- 
tions which thoſe rhotives. inſpire. Then | 


your forms of prayer will expreſs the 


image of your ſouls; will be their own 
are e the overflowings af 


com- 
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compundtion, the ſpontaneous effuſions 
of a heart humbled by the ſenſe of its 
own guilt, and bleeding for its own mi- 
feries. Think ſeriouſy how evil and 
bitter a thing it is to have abandoned 
God! Place before your imaginations 
that infinite beauty, that ſource of every 
excellence which you have relinquiſhed, 
that you might go in purſuit of created 
and fancied forms of excellence; which, 
compared with the perfections of the 
divine Being, are but as the fainteſt glim- 
merings of light, when put in competi- 
tion with the grand luminary of the 
world. Contemplate that eternal Wiſ- 
dom, dy whoſe dictates you have refuſed 
to be guided, while you ſuffered your- 
 felvesto be led away by the ſhort-ſighted 
| wiſdom; the flimfy reafonings, the falla- 
cious maxims and example of men 
blinded by paſſion, and heated by baſe 
and grovelling 'defires. Fix the eye of 
your mind on your ſovereign good, 
; your eternal lover ; and then refle& on 
| * e of thoſe objets for which you 


H 6 have 
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have deſpiſed his love. Ohl when yon 
thus ſtand between the endearing attri- 
butes of Jeſus on the one hand, and the 
vretchedneſs and baſeneſs of criminal 
indulgence on the other, your foul will 
melt within you. Ah! my poor 
heart, you will ſay, „hither have 
« 1 been carried l Sweet Jeſus, what did 
41 love, Shen 1 loved not thee [- 
« Whither did I go, when I abandoned 
_ «thee! Oh! it is dreadful, horrid 10 
think on. Merciful Saviour, from 
* the depths of my miſery I now, ſtretch. 
0 out my arms to thy ſtill infinite, though 
much- injured goodneſs: draw me 
e now to thyſelf; bind me faſt to thee. 

in indiſſoluble A e angh 
| * dowes?*- th 9 7 7 
nch, W haſe! in not A 
ſer your hearts to remain inſenſihle. Do 
not pretend, that your grief is hidden in 
the inmgſt regions of your foul, and; | 
cannot break out into thee, tender emo-- 

dente. —— a true warnen 
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rel inclinations, that il wut cbuöſg 
tumult in all the powers of his ſoul. It 
originates in a ne love enkindled in the 
heart, which glows with an ardour that 
muſt be perceived there, and produce 
ſtriking effects of its preſence. But, 
what do I ſay? Cas you be contrite 
without feeling your contrition? Ves; if 
you were thoſe cold, inſenfible eharac- 
ters, which nothing can move, nothing 
diſſolve into tenderneſs; if you had no 
feeling for any thing elſe; I could con- 
ceive you might want it in this inſtance. 
But you are not ſo farmed by nature; 
you have a heart which. can, be worked 
upon. Alas! the Obje gts of your paſs 
bons could awaken your feelings but to0 
ealily: the loſs of paſling enjoyments 


could draw tears fram your eyes, could 


beave your breaſts with ſighs, and agitate 
your whole: ſouls. Is it then only. the 
dreadful evil of ſin, the greateſt of all 
misfortunes, that. inds;;you dl, cold, 
_ Mnſenhble? Ry that ſoftneſs of temper 
dee is io amiab le hen it weeps over 


24 Ar | | Others 


EP «58 J 
others woes; will it not melt at the ſight 
of your o/? It cannot reſiſt.” Be but 
as ſincerely penitent as you have been 
really criminal, and the emotions of 
your hearts will e ne, of ' them= 
ſelves. 0 , 

A third mark of the ne 27 your 
repentance, is the amendment of your 
lives: this is the grand criterion by 
which your contrition is to be Wan 
Can your hearts bear teſtimony to you, 

that you earneſtly deſire to break very 
chain which faſtens you to the world and 
your unlawful pleaſures? Have you, 
fince your repentance, ſacrificed every 
intereſt, and bid an eternal farewell to 
every enjoyment, which is inimieal to 
virtue? Have you quitted that ſpacious 
road ' which appears ſo delightful, ſo 
charming to nature, and entered into 
the narrow path of ſelf-denial, a path ſo 
rough, ſo painful, fo gloomy, and com- 
fortleſs to fleſh and blood? Have you 
traced out for yourſelves the plan of 
. future condutt, deſcending to mi- 


nute particulars? for general reſolutions 
of amendment produce very little effect. 
| Have you ſtudied the inclinations which 
predominate in your ſouls, and laboured 
to fortify your hearts on that ſide where 


they have proved the weakeſt? Do you 


fly from the objeQs, the incitements 


which you know have triumphed over 
the reſolutions you had formerly made? 


Are you vigilant, circumſpeR, timid ? 
Do you ſtartle even at the ſhadow of 
guilt? Theſe are the fruits of true re- 


pentance; and, by produeing them, you 
prove that you have that contrite and 
humbled heart which the Father oF Mer- 5 


cies will never deſpiſe. 

If theſe be your diſpoſitions, be not 
nach though at firſt you meet 
with many difficulties. Nature will re- 


Pine; will ſuffer for a time; but its ſor- | 


row ſhall be turned into joy. Clouds 
and darkneſs hang over your entrance 
into the paths of virtue; but, as you ad- 
vance, the gloom is gradually diſpelled, 
the oO. brigutens,. and Renee and 
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comfort ſmile around you. Ahl had 
you no difficulty in being vicious? Is 


the ſervice. of the world an eaſy ſeryi- 


tude? Are your paſſions mild and gentle 
maſters ? Did it coſt you no ſtruggles to 
ſtifle that remorſe which haunted you 
like a frightful ſpectre through all the 
wanderings of your orimes? What fruit 
kad you then in thoſe things of which you 
are now aſhamed ? ( Rom, vi.) Surely, 
then, it is now time to give back to your 
God, that heart which can never repoſe 
but in him. Why did your loving Re- 
deemer preſerve your life to this. day. 
but that he might now, in conſequence of 
your repentance, ſhow forth in you the 


riches of his grace here, and croun wil 
vin a dle of gory b bereafier?: , 
; * 
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SERMON xxI. 


PASSION SUNDAY. 
| On the Danger of babitually conſeniing,to | 


venial Sin, 


Jeſus ſaid to the eus: Which of you ſhall 


convince me Y. fon ? John 1 


Or Un ee Wy was acts 
and purity itſelf, could with conſcious 
firmneſs defy the malice of his moſt inve- 
terate enemies to convict him of any 
crime. The divine nature, united to 
his humanity, regulated all its motions, 
conceptions and deſires; and therefore 
be was incapable of deviating, in the 
leaſt degree, from fanctity and juſtice, 
To us, my brethren, ho ſuch privilege 
belongs; the virtue of the beſt among 


b with dome corruption, is 
ä 5 CCCOLNS 


E 567 


accompanied by many defects. We 
may, indeed, preſerve ourſelves from 
grievous tranſ; greſſions of the divine law; 
but vere we to ſay confidently to thoſe 
who are witneſſes of our conduct, Whick 
of you ſhall convince me of fin ? we ſhould 

betray exceſſive preſumption and folly. 
No Chriſtian, unleſs blinded by fana- 
ticiſm, is capable of giving into ſuch ex- 


travagance; but there are many, who 


fondly perſuade themſelves that they are 
exempt from the guilt of mortal fin, at a 
time when, it is more than probable, they 
ſtand charged with it in the fight of God. 
Of this number are generally thoſe who 
indulge themſelves in deliberate habits 
of venial fins, who allow themſelves the 
 hiberty of doing any thing which to them 
does not appear to be a grievous crime. 
Theſe oftentimes boldly ſay, in their own 
hearts, Who hall convince | me of fing 
while the tepid ſtate in which they live, 
ke a flow fever, undermines by little 
and little the ſtrength of their ſouls; 


weakens * their faculties; creates in 
them 


d 
them a diſguſt and loathing for good; 
makes every duty daily more painful to 
them; preys imperceptibly on their life 
and ſubſtance; and, at laſt, terminates 
in the utter extinction of divine grace, 
and brings on inevitable-death. 

The interior corruption of thoſe who 
live in continual habits of deliberate ve- 
nial ſin, is the more dangerous, becauſe 
they are leſs ſenſible of their danger. 
The apparent regularity of their lives, to 
which thoſe who behold them give all the 
praiſe that is due to true virtue, flatters 
them in their deluſion. They compare 
their own manners with the condu& of 
thoſe who are viſibly ſlaves to the world 
and their own paſſions, and the flattering 
compariſon adds to their blindneſs.— 
They conſider their ſtate, not indeed as 
the moſt perfect, but, however, as ſuffi- 
ciently good, and ſecure of falyation; 
ſince their conſcience” reproaches them 
with nothing but a degree of ſloth, ſome 
1 in the diſcharge of duties, 


* ſenſual 2 ſelf-love, and 
the 
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the like trilling offences, whieh do not 
ſubvert the dominion of divine grace, 
and give death to the ſoul. 

| However, my beloved, rim 8 ora- . 
cles aſſure us, that the ſoul which abat - 
dons the ſervice of God, and the foul 
that ſerves him with tepidity, is equally | 
rejected from his friendſhip. The ſame 
malediction is pronounced by the Holy 
Ghoſt, againſt him that refuſes to do the 
- work of God, and againſt him who-does it 
negligently. This tepid ſtate mult there- 
fore be, at beſt, full of dangers, and very 
uncertain of ſalvation. I might prove to 
you this uncertainty by a variety of ar- 
guments; but I mean now to confine 
myſelf to one only. 1 aſſert, therefore, 
| thatthoſe who deliberately conſent to ha- 

| bityal venial offences, can have no con- 
gdence that they. are in the ſtate of 
grace; pexauly, they cannot en 7 
ſeem light pie. ee are not * ee 1985 
rievous tranſgreſſions. I mean to l 
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rant obſervations, which” well deſerve. 
your attention. 

«© Tf we fay chat we 5 ho fin, we dice 
ou ſelbes, and the trull is not in 8. — 
(1 John i.) The pureſt virtue upon 
earth is not without Tote ſpots and ble- 
miſhes: tian, in his fallen ſtate; with a 
mind darkened by ignorance, and a heart 
agitated by various paſſions, cannot keep 
his attention ſo entirely fixed on future 
and inviſible govds, but that ſottietithes 
he muſt yield to the imprelflons made 
upon his heart by ſenſible objékts, which' 
continually diſplay arbund him their in⸗ 
ſidious attractions, and cbmbine with his 
own natural propenſities, to draw him 
aſide imperceptibly imothie de walks 
ar unlawful gratification. We mall 
therefore be ever ſubjebt tb A varitty of 


7 imperfettions: they are infeparable from 
our nature; and againſt them the tft | 
attentive piety cannot t alloays be dun- | 
clehtly guarded. . > 
hut there are two kinds of vendpithal 
2 Uifferetit in their nature and cbtife<' 
quences. 
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quences. | There are venial ſins which 
Neal vnawares upon our weakneſs; ; ; which 
Ve are rather betrayed into by ſurpriſe, 

than embrace with deliberate conſent ; 
in which the natural bent of our corrup- 
tion has more ſhare than the choice of 
our will. From theſe the moſt faithful 
among the ſervants. of God are never 
wholly exempt... Let not the devout and 
timid ſouls, who labour, without ceaſing, 
to purify. their conſciences from, theſe | 
ſtains, be terrified or diſheartened at any 
thing which ſhall be ſaid in this diſcourſe. 
To them i it-is not directed. The defects 
into which they fall, are permitted by 
the Almighty, to nouriſh their humility, 
to excite their vigilance, to inflame their 
deſires of quitting this land of ſin and 
forrows, and being united, without any 
impediment, to the God of their hearts | 
in a better world. Ys : 
| A ſecond kind of y venial 5 are thoſe 
which are committed with deliberate re- 
 fleQtion, and habitually indulged., The 
Perſenss therciors,. to hom I: this day. 
addreſs 
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addreſs myſelf, are thoſe who, inſtead of 
lamenting theſe offences, reſolve to con- 
tinue them, becauſe they do not Took 
upon them as evils of any ſerious. conſe- 
quence; who, on the contcary, ſeek to 
juſtify them, and pretend that they are 
neceſſary to ſoften the ſeverity of the 
- Goſpel. Theſe Chriſtians I wiſh to con- 
vince, that ſuch. diſpoſitions form that 
ſtate of tepidity in the ſervice of God; 
which has been the ruin of thouſands; 
' who were in other reſpe&s endowed with 
excellent qualities, and open to every 
impreſſion of piety and religion. I main- 
tain, that this eaſy indifference about 
every thing which is not aceounted eſ- 
ſential in our duties; this ſoft compli- 
ance with our inclinations, when the ob- 
jeR of them is not reckoned highly cri- 
minal; this tenor of life, ſo agreeable to 
che natural man, ſo favourable to ſelf 
love. ſo ſecure in appearance, ſo virtu- 
ous even in the eyes of men, and, withal, 
ſo common among even the better ſort 
of Chriſtians, is a ſtate in which ſalvation 
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is very doubtful; that it indicates a cor- 
rupted heart; and that all the principles 
and rules of our faith excite a ſeridus ap- 
prehenſion, that a ſoul thus diſpoſed, has, 
without knowing it, loſt that grace atid 
virtue which ſhe Nom” e herſelf 


ſtill to poſſeſs. 
I. Becauſe, adn i 4 080 
* all fins are not uhto' death; although 
_ Chriſtian morality admit of a diſtinction 
between offences whith grieve the holy 
ſpirit of God, (Ep. iv.) and offences which 
entirely bamftv iim from the ſoul ; yet 
the rules by which they are to be diſtin⸗- 
guiſhed are by no means-certain, when 
applied to particular perſons and cireum- 
ſtances. The meaſure of the malice or 
faults which are called venial; tan only 
be aſcertained by a knowledge of the 
diſpofitions of ihe heart from which they 
proceed: and it is but too evident, that 
tao come to athorgugh acquaintance with 
the diſpoſitions of the heart, i is extremely 
- difficult. All rules are very precarious. 


- The ane action in — rance, Which 


1475 


, 4 


„„ by 'F 


2 


in one perlon is but a bardensbe veak · 


nels, may be in another a grievous” | 


| crime. 5 | 4 
| Now, this cite being Mette ; 
able, tell me, you that daily and habitual- 


1y indulge yourſelves in the committing 


of what you. call yenial faults, on what © 
ground do you build your confidence 8 


that ſuch faults are in you light and ve. 
nial? Are you acquainted with the dif- 
politions of your-own hearts? Godis ac- 


quainted with them, my brethren: he i 1%. 
the Seareher and the Judge of all hearts; * 


and his judgements are very different 
from thoſe of men. But, if we may be 
allowed to form an opinion, before the 
time of judgement come, ſay, does the 
| reſolution which you have taken; to per- 
ſevere in doing actions which you know 
are diſpleating to God, plead very power- 
fulty in your favour? Thoſe deliberate 
violations of every obligation which you 
do not think eſſential; the determination 
which you have come to, of doing no 
more for God than you think is neceſſary © 


1 


Vor. . . for 


1 


TI 
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for your own 1 ; that attention to 
diſtinguiſn between ſin and ſin, and to 

do the will of God, only when he opens 
hell before your feet; tell me, does all 
this ſpeak for you? Do theſe ſeem the 

fruits of a generous, virtuous, Chriſtian 
heart; of a heart in which the love of 
God predominates over every other af 


fection? No; they are the marks of a 


corrupted heart, of a heart over which 


the ſpirit. of God no longer preſides, —-" 


Judge, then, if faults which flow from 


ſuch a ſource can be deemed light, tri- 


vial, and worthy of indulgence. 


Indeed, man knoweth not whether he ze 
wort /y of love, or hatred: but all things 5 


are kept uncertain for the time to come. 


(Eccl. ix,) The Apoſtle St. Paul trem- | 


bled for himſelf, leſt be ſhould have loſt 7 
the inviſible, treaſure of divine. grace: 5 
and, in that afflicting uncertainty, the 


9 7 
A — 


teſtimony. of his own conſcience could 


not entirely cala the agitations of his 


mind. J am noi conſcious to myſelf of any 


thing, zes am 1 not WOT len, but he ä 
. that 7 
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that qudgeth me is the Lord. ( 1 Cor. iv. ) 
David, whom the Holy Ghoſt declaresto 
have been a man after God's own 
heart, 5s ſeized with apprehenſion, left 
he ſhould not have formed a juſt con- 
ception of his own guilt ; leſt the cor- 
ruption of his heart ſhould have drawn 
a veil over his enormities. He figures. 
to his affrighted imagination ſecret 
windings and folds in his conſcience, in ' 
which many iniquities may lie concealed. | 4 
Who, ſays he, can underſtand ins? From ID. 
my ſecret ones cleanſe me; Tord: and « 
from thoſe of - others ſhave 87 Nun LL 
vi) SOD -. 2 
Still you, who are ſo little attentive to 
watch over the motions of your own 
hearts; you, who allow yourſelves ſo N 
many liberties, which you know to be | 
in ſome degree diſpleafing to God, but | 
know [not the judgement he pronounces 
on them; you, who, in ſpite of all the” 5 
 artifices of ſelf- love, frequently cannot | 
be ſatisfied that you have kept within th * 
fatal Ry which ſcpagates life from 
A. 12 Ts Ko 


| Inoweſt not that N and 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 
: _ ini.) Yes; it is the: n of. 
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death 3 you, wht are > hg as it 


were, on the brink of a precipice that 
hangs over the abyſs of eternal miſery, 
from which you can be but by one degree 
ſeparated ; you, in this perilgus,- this 
alarming ſituation, can you flatter your- 
ſelves that you are- ſecured againſt the 


danger of everlaſting. perdition; al. 
the ſentence your, ſelf-love paſſes on 


your aQtions is the ſentence pronounced 


by your. Sovereign Judge? Ah! do 
you not rather tremble, leſt; that God 
whom you ſerve with ſuch contemp- 


tuous indifference, ſhould” have aban- 
doned you to the illuſions of vor 
own mind, and puniſhed; Vour niquity 
by ſuffering you to be lulled in a 


falſe. and deſtruQtive ſecurity! , Oh i 
man, how little art thou acquainted 


with the deceitfulneſs of the human heart! 
Thou ſayeſt, I am rich, and made wealthy, 
and 1 have need of nothing © and thou 


e 


EA 


« 
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2 : foul FS on ſerves God wi pa? + ity : 
and. indifference, to imagine, herſelf 
5 juſt; and pleaſing 1 in his fight, when ſhe 


bas inſenſibly loſt every title to his 
Friendſhip. 1 


II. You 1 be further 1 


that ſuch a confidence is built on the 
weakeſt foundation, if you reflect, that 
of all Chriſtians, none are leſs ca- 


ns. of forming a juſt eſtimate of the 
ate of their fouls," than thoſe who in 
| dulge this tepid and indolent diſpoſition, 


An open and declared ſinner i is not able 
to iſguiſe | his crimes, and. hide them | 


from his « own eyes. The juſt'1 man, al- 
though he cannot be infallibly certain 
that he i is poſſeſſed of ſanQifying grace, 
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at leaſt enjoys that peace which follows 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience. But 


A Chriſtian who indulges himſelf babi= 


tually "and deliberately in a variety) of 


Keel crimes, is a myſtery to himſelf, is. 


perplexed with  difficyſties which. Ye 
Knows not how to unravel. The reaſon: 2 


is this: every offence we commit 4 vith. 


e a RET delibe— 


\ 
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1 deliberation, however venial : in itſelf, 
abates the feryour of charity; makes 
the ſoul, as it were, feeble and drowſy 
in applying to the work of ſalvation; 
and puts an obſtacle to the operations of 
the ſpirit of God. When we conſent to 
theſe fins, the light of faith becomes 


more and more obſcured; the paſſions, 


by being gratified, gain new ſupplies of 


ſtrength, and increaſe our darkneſs. 


Every ſuch offence ſpreads : an additional 
miſt over the underſtanding. Inſen- 


8 fibly, * as the wiſdom of heaven ſheds a 


fainter light upon t the mind, the delufive 


once were eſteemed. of the firſt moment, 


tenance 


wiſdom of the world takes i its place. A 
falſe conſcience . is thus imperceptibly 
formed. Duties and obligations, which 


3 


are conſidered as of trilling conſequence. : 
What once we ſhould have ſhuddered 
. to conceive in thought only, we can 
commit without, much uneaſineſs. Vice 
terried us at firſt with her horrid 2 15 
but from a little familiarity ſhe aſſumes a 
leſs Iprmidable ee z her coun- 


EY 
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tenance becomes ſoft and enpaging ; 


and then we eagerly run to her embraces. 
Remorſe of conſcience is almoſt ſtifled 
by the violence of deſire, and all our 
principles undergo a ſtrange revolution. ; 

Now, my friends, while you are in 
this ſtate of darkneſs, what can give you 
an affurance that you do not deceive. 
yourſelves in the judgement which 
you paſs on your daily actions? that 
what appears light to you is light in 
reality, that the line of diviſion which 
you draw, imagining all on this. ſide to 
be venial, is the line marked out by 
the law of God? Ah! the moſt en- 
Ughtened guides, the Chryſoſtoms, the 


Auſtins, all the moſt illuſtrious doctors | 


olf the Chriſtian Church, proceeded with 
trembling, when the queſtion was, to 
diſtinguiſh venial offences from grievous 
violations of the Divine Law. Can you 
then preſume, that you can do 1 it with 
fo much ſelf-love to bias you, and reſt 
your eternal falvation on ſo aro. a 
foundation? 
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II all thoſe gratifications. of the ſen- 
ſual appetite, which you enjoy ſo freely; 
in this ſoft. compliance with your oun 
humours; in this delicate ſtyle of living, 
which, you ſeek after; in this willingneſs. 
to ſacrifice to ſloth every. leſs eſſential 
obligation; how can you be aſſured, 


a thatinordinate- ſelf. love has not amounted 


10 that degree which, ſuffices to give. it 
entire dominion over. the heart Pl You. 
can have no certainty, that thoſe thoughts, 
fo dangerous to your purity ; thoſe ideas, 
which in the moments: of languor and 
indolence play before your. imaginations, 
which you have dwelt,upon with a cer 
tain pleaſure, or have diſmiſſad with, ſo * 
a much reluctance 3—you can have no | 
certainty. that they do. not, amount to 
ſomething higbly criminal. The, ſecret 
envy with which you behold the happic f 
neſs of. others ; the pleaſure you take in 
recounting. the fanls and weakneſſeſs of 
a neighbour; the ridicule. Which vou. 
throw, without ſeruple, on. bis infirmi- 


les and misfortunes ; who, can n affure N 
| you 
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yo that theſe faults are not the produce” 


of a heart in which charity NO longer” 


reigns? Moreover, my beloved, when: 


you are deliberately guilty of venial fin, 
you know that Divine Grace calls you. 


back; and' invites you to deſiſt: you | feet 


that you diſpleaſe God, your tender 
parent, your moſt. affectionate, your”. 


generous benefactor, your: eternal lover: 


his voice is heard'i in your ſoul, ſveetly: | 


preſfing you not to do that action, not 


to taſte that indulgence, which you are: 
bent upon: ſtill you proceed, you will. N 
not liſten to him. Ah! how. ther can 


yo ſuppoſe, that this contempt of the: 


inſpirations of heaven- does not amount 


to 4 formal preference of y yourown inor-- 
dinate ſelf-love before the love of Chriſt: 
Jeſus? and, if fo; your virtue is extin-. 
guiſhed. Should vou depart in that. 

ſite, you wilt be toft for Evers. 


Do not, therefore; I entreat you, "dan © 
| not truſt your eternal intereſts to ſo fatal! 
G dreadful would! 
be the miſtake, alter many labours and 


an uncertainty. 


10 „ 157 : 5 oonllicte, 
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| conflis to cuardagainft grievous crimes, 
after a life of apparent virtue, when, 
you imagine you are to be received and 
honored as friends of Jeſus, to find, in 
that formidable moment, when you are 
ſummoned to the bar of Divine Juſtice, 
that your virtue was all illuſion, and that 
your portion muſt be with thoſe who. 
have not loved God! I may here ad- 

dreſs you as Elias once did the children 


N of Ifrael : How long do you halt between 


two fades + 9 If the Lord be God , follow lim: 1 
but if Baal, then follow him. (3 Kings; 
| xviii.) Yes, my brethren, if the world 
be the idol in which you place. your 
3 confidence, bow down before it: if vou 

be perſuaded that you ſhall. find. pea ce 
and comfort in gratifying the. corrupt. 
defires of your hearts, give then full, 


| | | ſcope to your appetites, break through 


every reſtraint, and rank yourſelves 

among thoſe who 1 will quickly be made 
the ſad victims of God's, eternal indige. 
nation. —But, what have I been ſaying? 
No, La vou cannot 
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bear that thought: that horrid idea i is a 
dagger to your hearts : you feel, that to 
ſerve your God, and to be ſheltered 
under his protection, is all your peace, ©" 
your Joy, your happinefs. Why then 
do you hefitate to give him your whole 
hearts? Why, do you ſhare them be- 
tween him and the werld? Vain is the 
endeavour to divide your affections. 
He is a jealous God: he will bear no 
rival, no partner of his dominion. And | 
ch! is your whole heart too much to 
give to him whoſe goodneſs and power 
firſt formed it, and whoſe boundleſs | 
clemency hath redeemed it rome ever- 
laſting deſtruaftion? 70 
Deal generouſly with youth SGA A 
hath indeed been generous and bountiful . 
to you. Refolve never hereafter to do 
deliberately any thing which you know 
Vill give him the leaſt diſpleaſure. When 
you fall into any of thoſe defects to 
Which human frailty is ſo much expoſed, 
atleaſt do not cheriſh them; but lament 
T them, and redouble your efforts to guard” 
1 hel 5 


a 
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inſt them in ſuture. Then, RY 
venial offences will not- much. hurt. 


you: ry divine charity wilt, efface ſuch. 

blemiſhes; and they may even prove the. 
| occaſions of increaſing your virtue. 
At this holy time, when you are called. 


upon. by. the Church to prepare your: 


Pauls for a worthy and. devout partici- 
pation: of the ſacred myſteries, ſearch. 


- Your, own hearts; Prove yourſelves; :and- 


lay all your crimes, imperfections, and. 
miſeries, at at the. foot of the Croſs of, 


Chriſt 8 that your ſouls. may be 
purified. by that purple tide which flows. 
from. it, to waſh. away the. fins. of the 


Sigg 


-world, If hitherto you baye; ſerved: 
Cod with cold indifference, ariſe. now, | 
flothful and tepid ſoul, diflolve the: 


charm which has lulled you into that, 


fatal fleep. The God whom. you thought, 


E ſerved, becauſe you did not deter- 


minately abandon him, 1 is nat the God. 


nf the. indolent, the tepid, the merci- 


nary; but of the active, the vigorous, 
the n, The ee of: heaven 
* . Fe 


R e 
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uffereth violence ; (Mat. xi.) and thoſe  , 5 
only bear it away, who are made violent 5 


by the 


and ſtrength of the Holy 


Ghoſt, by a lively faith, a conſtant vi- 


gilance, a generous ſacrifice” of their : 


own will, a contempt of all that paſſes. _ 


with time, and an ardent longing after- "ON 


the joys and glories. of God's eternak 
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SERMON XXII. 


PALM SUNDAY. 


On Communion. ; 7 


05 Tell ye the daughter of "oP : Behold % 
King cometh to thee. Mat. xxi. 5. 


FROM our firſt entrance into the time 
of Lent, till this day, the Church of 
Chriſt has not ceaſed to admoniſh us, 
that the King of Glory would quickly 
viſit us himſelf in perſon. All her 
prayers and inſtructions have been filled 
with this theme; all her ceremonies and 
purifications proclaim his coming. She 
appointed theſe days of penitential la- 
bour, which are now almoſt elapſed, as a 
preparation for our receiving him into. 
our ſouls by a worthy communion, at 
the Joyful feſtival which we are ſhortly 
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to celebrate; and on this day ſhe excites 
our vigilance, and inflames our deſires, 
by telling us, in the language of che Sa- 
red Writings, that her divine ſpouſe, 
the King of our hearts, is very nigh, and 
on the point of giving himſelf to us. Tell 
ye the daughter of Sion: Behold, thy King 
- cometh to ile. 
Ves, my beloved friends, you believe, 
| chat in the adorable myſteries which you. | 


are now. commanded. to participate, is. 


really contained that body which was 
immolated for us on the croſs, and that 
blood which was ſpilt on Mount Calvary 
for the remiſſion of ſins, united to the 
foul of Jeſus, and to the divine nature of 
the eternal Son of God. This you be- 
lieve, on his authority, who, when he 5 
converſed among men, began to manifeſt 
his miraculous powers by changing water 
into wine; who gave power to Moſes to 
convert the rivers into blood; Who 
called the whole univerſe into exiſtenee 
vith one omnipotent word. Tale * 
and eat, ſaid he, this is my body.—Drink.. EY 


2 41 3 . 


ye alt of 1 this* for this is my blood of 21 
New Teftament, which ſhall be ſhed for” 
mut. for the em Non of Ans. (Mat. xXxvi.) 
And in the fixth Chapter 'of St: Een 
Amen, amen. Lay unto you: Except you” 
ent the fleſt of the Son of man, and drink 
is Mood, you fawll not have Tife in you.— 
For my fleſh is meat indeed; and my Blood” 
is drink indeed. The ſenſes do not diſ- 
cern it; human reaſon i is bewildered In 
de eing“ to account for it. But 
faith does not and on the wiſdom of men; . 
(os but'on'the power of God. (1 Cor. it) We: 
know, that infiniteWiſdom can contrive, 
and' infinite Power execute, much more 
2 than” our limited” underſtandings can 
comprehend. The” doQrines" of tlie 
ee ant of the Incarnation of:the 
4 Sd of God, which with Chriſtians of 
ET everydenomination are fundamental ar- 
tiles of belief, are no lefs myſterious than 
this: But it is the glory of Revelation, 
1 to have confou nded the wiſdom of this 
„5 and captivated que anne; ” 
| in obedience to faith. IN SG 
M. e „ 55 KK 
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1 of there ber any one in this aſſembly; 


ho ſees not the force of the arguments 
on which we ground. our belief of the 
real preſence of Jeſus 1 in the Sacrament 
ol the altar, he muſt at leaſt acknowledge, 
that, if in this we are deceived, the de- 
ception is harmleſs i in its nature; it inten- 
feres. not with Qur. du Juties as citizens or 
ſubjetis; it carries with it nothing detri- 
mental to ſociety ; nothing, oonſequent- 
ms which ſhould arm againſt us the-civit 
power, or make our religious. worſhip 
any way obnoxious: he. muſt acknow= 
ledge, that our belief juſtifies our adera- 
tion of this ſacred and wyſterious food ; 
and that our worſhip of it can be bg 
- idolatry, becauſe, our ador; tio 
dently directed to the Divinity Uſe 
But what have 1 ſuppoſed !—That we 
may be deceived No, my friends: 
here indeed there can be no deception. 
Were we deceived, the error would be 
common to us with the whole primitive 
Church, with the Cyrils, the Baſils, the 
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ries, and all the great luminaries of an- 
5 tiquity-: were we deceived, pardon me 
the expreſſion, the Cer itſelf would Y 
have deceived us. 
T But, in conſequence of this belief, ho, 
4. - wan purity of heart, and ardent love, 
ſhould we approach to this ſacred table! 
It is to theſe practical conſequences that 
1 mean this day to call your attention: 
theſe are the points on which 1 ſhall prin- 
= cipally inſiſt. I invite you, therefore, to 
D with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs and 
| l compoſure of ſoul, firft, in how horrible 
a light we ought to view the guilt of 
receiving Jeſus i into a breaſt defiled with 
fit: ſecondly, how efficaciouſly our 
belief of his preſence in this adorable 
- facramenit ſhould inflame our love, and 
enkindfe in our hearts the moſt ardent 
Adeſires of approaching to him, and being 
inſeparably united to him for ever. 
I. Let a man prove himſelf, ſays St. Paul, 
and fo let him eat of that bread, and drink 
"of the chalice. (i Cor. xi.) Whenever, 
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in this Mee it muſt be ounkad care 


to purify our ſouls from the defilements 5 


of fin. Need I uſe any arguments to 
convince you of this ſelf-evident truth? 
Does not the human mind naturally 
ſhudder at the idea of introducing the 
God of all ſanRity and purity into a ſoul 
contaminated by guilt, into a very ſink of 
filth and corruption? Yes, my brethren; 
but it is our misfortune to believe'this, as 
well as other myſteries of religion, with 
a ſuperficial faith, a cold aſſent of the un- 
derſtanding, which calls forth very faint 
emotions of the heart, and has little in- 
fluence on our conduct. We are ſo 
Ys by ſenſible Ct Ho 
veſted himſelf of his Majeſty, and pre- 
ſents himſelf to us under theſe humble 
appearances, we forget that he is preſent; 
and thus that gracious" condeſcenſion 
with which he hath deigned to ſtoop 
down and accommodate himſelf to our 
lowlineſs, and which ſhould excite ah 
our N and Sfatitnae, creates in us, too 
fre- 
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Regency, cal indifference, inatten- 
tion, and difreſpect. 4 ; 
Think how you would feel Forelle 
affected, ſhould the Lord Jeſus emerge 
this moment from the obſcurity i in which 
be is enveloped, and give you to behold 
him face to face. Think with what re. 
verence, awe, and dread, you would ſtand 
befote him; with what confuſion for 
your abuſes of his goodneſs; What com- 
Function for your paſt iniquities! Think 
ho, you would then be affetted, and 
Judge what ſhould be your feelings when 
vou approach to him in this 4dorable 
_ myſtery. | The eye of the fleſh beholds 
him not; but che eye of Faith pierces 
through the clouds with Which he iw end 
eompaſſed, and beholds hir with all bis 
majeſty, and vit all his terrors Ah my 
 foiends!! the ſacret oracles affure u that 
- when Jeſus ſhall pra: th&laſt day in 
great poet and iqjeſty, men halt Vithier 
away through fear: the impure, the pro2 ® 
fine, the criminal, thalVhide themſelves: | 
in "the deepeſt ' taverns" bf the Griff! 
„ oe. | _ ſhalk 
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mall call upon the mountains to fall upon! 
them, and the hills to cover them from 
before the face of his indignation. Ohl 
is he not upon our altars, and in our 
ſanctuaries, equally great and glorious! 
No ſooner has the Miniſter of God pro- 
nounced the ſacred words, but the hea- 
vens open, and ſend dovn the Holy of 
Holies. Ihe celeſtial ſpirits deſcend 

ith hin and miniſter to him. The ſe- Pr 
bien cover their faces in dread and : 
reverential awe, and all the heavenly; ; 
hoſts encompaſs our altars in profound 
adoration. | Here, his piercing eyes 
ſearch the hearts of all who adore; or 
pretend to adore. him in his temple: 
here, be pronounces the ſentence of liſe 
and death. In one hand he holds his 7 | 
avenging thunders to hurl them on the 9 
guilty wretch that dares to approach him 
unworthily: in the other; treaſures of 
choiceſt graces and bleſſings for ſuch as 
preſent. themſelves with contrition and 

purity of heart. Here, as in the higheſt 
| n with an inviſible, but unerring 

EY” 11 ban. 
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TS: 
hand; he amps: upon 2:9 individual” 
amongſt us the mark of election to life 
eternal, or of everlaſting reprobation. 
And yet, alas} unthinking man, while 
| the Lord pronounces his condemnation, 
dares to approach to the altar; dares, 
with blind and infatuated e 
to take his place at this ſacred table, and 
partake of the bread of angels, while, 
for that very action, a place is allotted 
eee of ee e . 
tion. n Eu 9 £ 11} 19527 
Prove 3 therefore, my . 1 
loved friends; ſound the diſpoſitions. of 
your hearts; ſurvey the ſtate of your 
ſouls with cool and deliberate attention: 
5 ſee, before you preſume to approach to 
the God of fanctity, whether you have 
preſerved. your innocenee unſullied; 
or: if your: ſouls have been once defled 
by iniquity, whether you have cleanſed 
and purified them again with the tears of 
repentance, and waſhed away your cri- 
minal ſtains with the blood of the Lamb, 
which is poured forth upon our ſouls in 
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"ah ſacrament. of penance. Tremble at 
the idea of receiving the God of charity cp 
upon that tongue which has been the in- 
ſtrument of ſo many calumnies and de- | 
trations. Tremble to receive the God 
; of meekneſs and patience, into a breaſt, 
which yet heayes with indignation and . 
rage againſt, thoſe by whom you have 
been offended! Can you dare to receive 
Jeſus into a heart ſtill burning with im- | 
pure love? into a heart torn by crimi- 
nal deſires? into a heart where every 
evil paſſion bas eſtabliſhed its dominion; 
| where the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, are the idols 
continually adore? Is he to be ſeated 
among theſe idols? Ah! if you can de- 
liberately offer him ſuch an indignity, * 
would require the thunders of God's : 
| vengeance, rather than my words, to 


bring you to a ſenſe of your own baſe 


| neſs. and infamy. | | 1 
Myð brethren, if you, cannot . 
on yourſelves to relinquiſh every crimi- 
nal Tua, do not, I. dee you, do 


not 


A 
, a : . 
0 * 
r r e D 


f 
' 
' 
3 
a 
7 
; 
ö 
ö 
= 
| 


rr 


r r EN Ae? mas, 


_ —œDdU— ꝑ 1s a, . p 2 
. ; * 
\ . 1 


PMI SHS” vo . 3 8 X 8 «as 
Py 
: 
P . 


4 
0 
} 
' 
; 


— J . 4 T4 
8 * ; $ * * 
” 2 * k 
- 8 " ; N * 4 : — ! 
. « h . 
F a D's, py ＋ a 
* 
— 


not N en to your Saviour in theſe 


days of ſpiritual Joy. I know the mi- 


miſery to convert it into a ſource of per- 


| ſery of remaining at a diſtance from the 
fountain of life: but it is ſtill greater os 


— 


: dition; to change the bread of Angels a 
into a deadly poiſon, Which will corrode 


the inmoſt vitals of the ſoul. If you 5 


give you any trouble? Vou, that can 
brave the indignation of your Creator, 


abſent yourſelves from this banquet, "hs" 6 7 
world will point you out as men of diſor- . 
derly lives and conduct. But can that 
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and bear to be objefts of contempt and 
horror to the whole Court of Heaven; 
are you 1 to be diſconcerted by the frowns | 


and contempt of mortal men? Depend 
upon it, there will be more conſiſtence 


of character in openly taking your place 


among thoſe who are cut off from the 
ſociety of the ſervants of God, till death * 
' ſhall place you among the wretched 1 vie- 
tims of bis eternal vengeance, But no; 
- you cannot bear that thought : you have i 
hearts formed for virtue, formed for an 


_ | union 
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L 
union with the God of love. In his 
friendſhip is all your peace, your com- 
fort, and happineſs. Well then, my he- 
loved, approach to Iefus; come and par- 
take of this heavenly feaſt, this banquet 
of love: but, firſt put on the wedding 
garment, the white mantle of innocence, 
and relolve te carry it to aht grave un- 
ſpajed and undefiled. 4 cn 
For this end, entery;2 as s much as your 
eee ee, will permit, into a reli- 
gious retirement. There, ſhutting out 
the world, and all its tumultuaus ſcenes, 
turnyour eyes inwardly upon yourſelves. 
In this ſtate of calmneſs and compoſure 
fay to yourſelves “ I am now to be 
„united with the Lord, who ſo much 
_ © deteſts iniquity, that, to puniſh one fin 
8 committed only in thought, his indig- 
* nation hath kindled a fire, an avenging 
; < fire, which ſhall never be extingutſh- | 
ed. Cn I then with a well- grounded 
1 | confidence, invite him into this heart 7 
1 Of mine? Its inmoſt retceſſes are all 
v open to his vie w. He ſees my riſing 
Nor. II.. te affec- 
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« affeklions and paſſions: the watches 
the ſecret workings of my choughts; 


« no artifice can conceal them from his 


* 4 
6 


© all-piercing eye. Is my ſaul fit to 
« entertain him? Will he find in it no 
« profane, no impure inhabitants ? 


” What are my prevailing affeQions, 
* and whither do they tend? Have 1 


<« eradicated from my heart every evil 
* diſpoſition? ? Is itornamented with the 


« virtues which can render it pleafing 
« to him? Am I prepared to die? Could 
*I be content, after this oommunion, to 


« ſhut my eyes for ever on the earth, 
«< and Open them to behold the counte- 
* nance ef my ſovereign Judge? 

Prove yourſelves now in this manner: 
happy indeed, if you be felf-acquitted 
ut the awful tribunal of conſcience, to 


_ which I refer you. If you he chus happy, 


come to Feſus with an humble confi- 


8 dence; withlongingitefires, and hearts 


verflowing wich gratitude. His delignit 
is to be With the children of men, to in- 
85 them in Anda, zand in a 

| = man- 
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manner deify their nature, by an iĩneom- 
prehenſible union of love. Come; and 
you ſhall exchange your weakneſs for 
his &rength, your poverty for his abun- 
dant treaſures: come, and you ſhall be 
exalted, ennobled: come, and you 
ſhall be called, and my becam, e 
of G. 
II. To a foul purified Fn repentance, 
enlightened by faith, rejoicing in hope, 
and glowing with charity, how ſavoury, 
feed on it frequently, is the moſt com- 
fortable of all the exerciſes which Reli- 
gion commands; the firmeſt ſupport, of 
virtue, and the object of its moſt ardent 
longings. This heavenly: manna 4s the 
foft aſſuager af all our ſorrows, the 
ſoother of all our pains, a ſolace in this 
| place of our baniſhment, the remedy of 
all our weakneſſes, à reſource in every 
difficulty and wam. Ohl my friends, 
it ſhould: be our chief deligbt to partake 
| of this divine food; we ſhould run to 
at with cagernoſs, with a hunger and 
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4hirſt after this ſource of all juſtice, with 
hearts warmed; penetrated, confur nec 1 ; 
the flames of love,” WILT 
' Theſe ſhould be the Wehe ef a 
Ch riſtian when he is about to approach 
to the ſacred table; theſe che defires 
which ſhould lead him to our altars.— 
Pauſe awhile here, my brethren, and 
view your own diſpoſitions now, when 
you are on the point of being united to 
Jeſus in this myſtery. When T ex- 
preſſed theſe feelings, did I reflect back 
to you an image of your own hearts? 
Do you feel any thing like theſe deſires, 
theſe tranſports, theſe: languifhings of 
love? It is indeed a melancholy, truth, 
that many Chriſtians behold theſe days, 
| on which we are commanded to receive 
our Redeemer into our breaſts, with an 
eye of diſcontent, with regret, and repug- 
Hance of heart. Theſe days of ſpiritual 
Joy are to them lowering, gloomy oy E 
2 of mourning and mis fortune. 
8 Alas how exactly do they imitate 
the condutt of the Jews, as deſcribed in 
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this day's Goſpet!. The oracles of ths - 
Prophets, the ſacrifices: preſcribed by the 
Law, OP remarkable event recorded 
in the Old Teſtament, announced to the 

unfaithful Jeru ſalem, that her King and 
her Saviour | would? ſhortly come, and 
ſhow: bimfſelf in the midſt of bis people. 
Behold, preſentiy;. faid-the laſt of the Pro- 
phets, the Lord vom. you ſeek, and the 
Angel of the Feſtament, hom -you; deſire, 
all come to lis temple... (Mal. iii.). Vet, 
when the day arrived on which, this com 
fortable predittion was aecompliſned, 
the ungrateful eity, inſtead of being 
tranſported with joy, was full. of trouble 
andi conſternation. When Jeſus made 
his triumphant entry into Jeruſalem, the 
chief Prieſts and the Phariſees, and fat 
the greater part of the inhabitants, hear 
ing the Hoſannas, and cries of joy raiſed 
by ſome of the populace; were agitated- 
by a thouſand emotions of diſqi e. 
Jealouſy, grief, and fear. It might bave 
boen thought, that an enemy had brought” 
_ deſtru} n.and-carnage to the walls of 

1 80 . 1 3 „ Jeru- 


_ ] | 
Jeruſalem; 3 its eitizens were to be 
maſſacred; or led away captive; rather 
khan that the Deſired of all nations, the 
Prinee of Peace had come to ſcatter 
ble gs among his pe -ople, and fave them 
| by 1 the effuſion of his own blood. Only 
2 ſmall number of ſimple and virtuous 
ſouls ran ont of the gates of the city to 
give him welcome; and introduced him 
in an innocent kind of triumph, bearing 
branches ef the pahnltree in cheir bands, 
and repeating loud acclamations of joy: 
In like manner, in the Chriſtian world 
there ate ſbme; and I truſt many, whoſe 
hearts' beat with joy at the approach of 5 
— their Sauiqur, who wiſh to haſten on the 
moment when they are io be united io 
hin: but the greater part are uncaly, 
troubled, - afflifed- at his coming: the 
thought of it embitters all. their pleaſures 
for à month beſore- hand. At length, 
after many befitations, doubts, and agi- 
tations, they prevail on themſelves to 
came to him: but ſtill they would not 


| l did not the — fulminate her 
= Ap 4 . 1 | | cen- 
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cenlures to compel them. Great God? 
are, ,menaces and anathemas. neceſſary 
to. force men to approach to thy altars ! 


Is the greateſt felicity of a Chriftiang 


upon earth become now a painful duty! 
Is the higheſt privilege, the choiceſt 
bleſſing, the deareſt, favour which thou 
- couldſt beſtow on thy ſervants—is it now * 
become 4 burthen, a miſery! Oh! my 
triends, the Church of God ſhould have 
had no occaſion to uſe her authority, but 
only to prevent the wieked ſrom ſitting 
dawn te this ſaered banquet; and, be- 
hold! ſhe muſt exert all her mer t to 
dragher children to it by force! 
But will Jeſus accept of ſuch forced 
homage ? Will he not reject it with | 
jult indignation ?: He gives himſelf wirk- 
out reſerve, to a generous, grate ful, love 
ing beart: there he delights to dwell; 
there be diſtributes the riches of, his 
grace with unhounded liberality: but 
ha repays the coldneſs of thoſe who treat 
him ungenerouſly, with an indifference | 
2 is ruinous to their happineſs.— 
a „ e 


© 
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They taſte not the delicious ſweets of 
his table: they do not become enlighten- 
ed by divine Wiſdom, nor enamoured 
of the beauty of holineſs: their devo- 
tion ends with the feſtival: their former 
- Saffions are rekindled in their hearts, and 
burſt forth with greater violence, for hav- 
ing been a ſhort time reſtrained. They 
return to their follies and their erimes, 
comforted: with the thought, that they 
mall not be diſturbed in them any more 
till che enfuing Eaſter; and by ſuch a 
conduct, make jt more than probable, 
chat in every Communion, inſtead why > 
bleſſing, they have received a curſe. 
But, truſting in the divine good ls, 1 
will indulge: the pleafing hope, that no 
one in this aſſembly will be ſo -ungrate= 
ful, ſo ungenerous, as to approach to 
Jeſus with ſuch coldneſs, mdifference, 
and reluctance. No; we will each of 
us run to meet our Redeemer with that 
eagerneſs, with thoſe ardent emotions 
hich love creates. Come, my bre- 
| thren, we will ſay to him with an humble, 
WS. | but 


U K 


But firm confidence: © Lord, my ſoul is 
not yet a fit habitation for thy infinite 
* purity; but it is the warmeſt of my 


« wiſhes that it were ſo; Come then, 


* and be thou its grace and its orna- 


* ment: heal its infirmities by thy re- 


* ftoring hand. In. this heart of mine 
« thou” wilt find many / paſſions which are 
«© enemies to thy law, and to my hap-- 
6 mn : but thou- wth the We . 


« nd a hed put to· e give 
« peace: to: my ſoul: renew my FRO 
as thou doſt that of the ele: ns thy 


«blood flow through my veins, and 


S” 


. 


form in me thy features, y 6 ou 
ments, affections, and deſires, that 1 
: — to ſay. with the Apo 
« tle; I live, nom not I: but Chriſt laveth.- 
„ in me: (Gal. ii.) To whom, with 
che Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be 


Peers ee asm. ect ever and | 
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8 ask 0 Des 


11 In 


Oh, ig. that paſs by the. 
r 
"row Lament. „ 1401 


a tin 


N 


* 


T1 


* 


bas this day afſerabled us together. We 


are come to contemplate” the humilia- 
pains, and agonies, of the Lord. 
era Author of life: | 


with. —— 
ef of Anm ene to look: to ſee 
thoſe eyes which illumined the world, 
grief, and wad in death : 


to 


1 N with 


1 0g ] 5 
diered by his awn creatures, and by thoſe 
very creatures. for Whey: he ſpilt ** 

blood. 
Faint eee i be all 4 
guage which ſhould attempt to deſcribe 
the horrid tranſactions of this day, and to 
paint, in true colours, this feene of bar⸗- 
barity, cruel injuſtice, and baſeſt ingra- 
titude. When ee piety conſiders, 
e fixed attention, the ignominy, the 
tortures, the agonies, to which Jefug ſub- 
Oey on the laſt day of his life, the tear 
Reals from your eyes; ſorro and an- 
guiſh heave your breaſts. But che re- 
flection that all this was ſuffered for you; 
that you were the objeats which your 
[Redeemer bad in view when expiring on 
the croſs—ah! if you are not callous to 
every generous feeling, this thought muſt 
ſw in your Rs emotions £00 OM 
2 — de . 5 
to invite you only to-weep over 
your dying Sauiour: vain would be my 
du EY * 6 mini- 


ir 204 9 
2 if that were the fole object of i % 


Wy” -and vain and fruitleſs would be your 


tears. Indeed, if we view the laſt hours 
of our Redeemer's mortal life with the 
eye of faith, though they were bitter and 
excruciating. we ſhalt find them to haue 
been the Hours of his victory, his tri- 
umph, at glory; and the hours of our 


_ gor and triumph likewiſe. Tbe hour 


of the death of Jeſus was the moſt impor- 
tant of all hours ſince time had begun to 


run; and the moſt pregnant with bleb- 


ſings to mankind: it was the hour in 
which fin, the only real evil which man 
has to dread, was atoned for, and expi- 


ped of all its terrors, and the princes of 


darkneſs were diſpoſſe ſſed of their uſun- 


ped dominion, and bound in eternal 


ed dominion and powe over all the 


ceearth, to rule the wicked with a rod of 
iron; and the juſt with a ſceptre of ele- 
mency and love: it was the hour in 
. which vice and error we 

ä: TY 


e 2 


2 and 10 Truth eſtabhſhed; 1 her be neficent 
way over the children of men; the hour 


= nyo eee lou | 


we were allowed 855 e the e 5 
pf life, immortality, and endleſs felicity. 
Such were the trrampbs; and ſuch the 
.glories, of this hour. From Mount 
Calvary, from that ignominious croſs, 
Jeſus points out to us à clear and certain 
proſpect into the everlaſting, manſions of 
bliſs: and, with that noble view before 
us, our hearts beat with exultation; we 
are raiſed above the condition of our na- 
ture; - We can trample contemptuouſſy on 
the grave, and ſay, with conſcious tri 
umph: 0 Death! where is is. thy ung 
j _—_— where is thy victory 2 
Why therefore, eee does the 
— of Chriſt · invite us, on his day, 
— Pe ar 7 1 
Spouſe? Why is this mournful ſpectacle 
exhibited: before us?" It is not that we 
may eu, our tears he aſks them 
| not but 1 we giver him our 
ln ; hearts; 


* 


9141 AAN as © f 


RHO 
| FOG that from che view of his - 55 
; —ings we may draw that true wiſdom, and 
be farmed io thoſe virtuous diſpoſitions, | 
which will render his victory our own, 
and cauſe us to rejoice in his triumphs 
Jeſus on the croſs not only ſatisfies for 
ar-erimes; but opens n ſcho6l of vif- 
dom, and teaches, with a force and elo- 
—— — m— 
It is nt e my . l 
ion to recount to yo⁰ the hiſtory of all 
hat paſſed on this day of 'diſtreſs and 
blood: che ſacred Penmen, whoſe writ = 
ings your have in your hands, have done 
| tg and with: that noble Gmplicity which. 
is ever the charaſteriſtic of truth, and 
Speaks to the heart more ſeelingly than 
the moſt impaſſioned declamation. But 0 
L entreat you 40-drawnear with me to the: 
ot of the exaſs, and the te, ſtanding 
under the ſhade of your beloved, to open 
your cyes 0 naceive the rays of truth 


| ——_— ä from that 
5 . 
a 1 | 


| 807 3 | 
croſs, beam upon the world :; and to 


yield your hearts to the tender impreſ- 
re . from the crols,: hal | 
Jeſus hes a raft iden: of ee, which 
is found in ſin: come, and learn with 
what eye you ought to view all the glo- 


ries, and all the miſeries of this liſe: 


come, and you ſhall behold the exceſs of 
his love for you, and be made ſenſible 
| how great is the return of affection and 
3 neee nn _ 
weiht is my hd 2 Aa, 
feſt place, Jeſus, in his paſhon, | convin- 
Ting the world of the enormity of ſin: 
ſecondly; Jeſus, the model of patient 
ſuffering: thirdly; Jeſus, victim of he 
moſt generous and'difintercftediove. ,; I | 
need not aſk for your attention ſurely, 
you ill not reſuſe 20 liſten to the ĩnſtrue- 
tions and conſolations which your. Lord. 
ives you with-his dying breath. Only 


46 thou, divine Saviour, ſhed the inſlu- 
Se of thy; * on mx 


ian | words, 


*48 026,400 wat —— —— — ———Ä— — — — -v 


eape tis impunity. His glory demands 
tat he ſhould revenge the outrage offer- 
ed to him by his rebellious creature: bis 


— 


| his goodneſs urges! him to re 


C 28 1 : 


| words; and'owthe-hearts of all that hear 
them; that the: laſt truths and virtues- 


which thou teacheſt, may he deeply ſinz- 
ed in our remembrance; and: become i in 


N us a ſource of eternal life.. 
0 7. Sin being A widlation ob della of 5 


0 an oppoſition to his adorable will, 


and an at of rebellion againſt his infinite 
majeſty; muſt neee ſſarily/ deſerve to be 


ee and: a Being who is juſt, wiſe, 
eee cannot; conſiſtently with 
ions, ſuffer the ſinner to eſ- 


viſdom muſt dictate, that it is becoming 
to reſtore that order which the ſinner 


breaks through y his tranſtzre ſlon: ewen 


lutary puniſhments, crimes which p21] 


| Ons and his un- 


= tin from a ſbul  wbichie-Gillied with ini- 4 
j aig; and render * : 


2237 18 | | ring 


8 8 5 f oy 
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ring from: it, and l it to its own. 
ede -- 55 1 

But, if ſin muſt de puniſhed; EY 
of juſtice certainly requires that it be 
_ puniſhed in him who commits it. Why 
ſhould another be ſubſtituted to ſuffer in 
the ſinner's place? Why is an innocent 
victim made to rn the weight of that in- 
dignation which ſhould fall r on the 


= pap ebenen ! ; 


Why |-—Ahb, my daes in 4 4 ap- 
mee eee wiſdom you may 
diſcover the enormity of ſin. Jeſus is 
charged with the fins of the world; is hy 
made a victim of malediQion; expires ia 


the moſt excruciating | tortures; becauſe 


the malice of fin is ſo aggravated, that no 

puniſhment inflidted on any mere crea- 
ture could ever be adequate toit; for, 
Can man be compared with." Cod? (Job 
xxii .) The malice of ſin is in. ſume ſenſe 
infinite; becauſe it is am inſult offered to 
an infinite Being. Fherefore, not all 
5 me virtues, the labours, the tears, ana 


5 fuſferings., of ** eee can ever 


0 4 8 h | 3 f expiate 


to be capable of fu 
give ae on value en an 
e . * T7} | 


4 
a 
9 
| 
| 
| 
! 
ö 
' 
i 
N 
3 if 
| 
4 
| 


malice that che 
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enpiate the guilt of one ſin; ſinee all 
theſe united together would yet be finite, | 
limited, imperfect. It was neceſſary, 
therefore, that a victim of far greater 
value ſhould be ſubſtituted in our place. 
The eartb, and even the whole creation, 


5 could furniſh nothing capable of appea- 
fing the wrath of Gad, and reconciling 


therefore were opened, and: ſent down. 


| the Juſt, the Holy one, the eternal Son 


of the Moſt High; a God-man ; a man 
ering, and a God to 


. 3 ever yot es. 


al this true. conception of the enormous 
malice of fin? Did you, when: you ſo 
eaſily conſented to commit it, that you 5 
might gratify an impure deſire, that you 


_ taſte a vain and fleeting Catisfac- 
tion, that ow __ ſecure let te. 5 
about a an Alen of fuck m, 


5 da 


irs of the whole crea- 
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tion could never atone for it ?—that you 


were about to crucify again the Lord of 
Glory to call for his blood to be ſpilt to 


expiate that guilt which nothing elſe can 
expiate? Ah? no; you ſurely! did not: 
you could not think on what you were 
about. If you had, it wouldchavde been 
5 2 for owe ever to conſent to * 
1 it is our A 10 55 wholly 
ee by ſenſible objects. Weare: lit 
ile moved at the fight of thoſe evils which 
only affect our immortal ſouls: the;iden 
of loſing the. friendſhip of God, and of 
being eternally ſeparated: from him, eu- 
cites litile terror in our bearts, becauſe 
theſe objects ſtrike not out ſenſes, We 
are terrified indeed,” when we lagk- into 
that abyſs of oe, into that eternity of 
tornients, which is prepared for the fin- 
ner: but the infamy, the baſeneſs, the 
malice of a ſinful action, gives us but lit- 
le coneern. Wezare ſometimes inclined 
do think, that the puniſhments inflicted 


- 4 * 
: ' s : 1 ; : 8 1 8 
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is too ſevere in puniſhing the crime of a 


moment with miſeries which know no 


end. Sin, which effaces in us the image 

God, which imprints a ſtain that only 
ke blood of Jeſus can waſtraway; which. 
Ramps on our ſouls the marks of eternal 
reprobation, we excuſe as a weakneſs, a 


naturaP: propenſity; an infirmity, which 


is very pardonable, and which, conſider- 
ing our paſſions, temptations, end cir- 
eunſtances, we cannot avο wt. 

Ahl 'my brethren, when yo are again: 
dempted to ſin, caſt your eyes on that 
erusifix: behold the blood! which ſtreams 
| From thoſe wounds: think who it is who- 


there hang before you; whöſe hands 


and feet are thus pierced: reflect, that it 


is the beloved Son of the Almighty King 
of heaven and earth; and that your crimes 
| have reduce@him-to-that ſtate of infamy, 
_ anguiſh, and torture. Reflect; that by 
che ſin to which you are about to con- 
_ nk you make a freſh: wound, you ſtab· 
him again who bleeds to ſave yο¹.. 
Think W and your will not. dare to 


W dra 


— 


3 


— 


; NETS 
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proceed: a chilling horror will freeze ; 
your blood and ſpirits: the ungrateful, 


the perfidious hand which is raiſed up a- 
gainſt him, will fall lifeleſs by your ſide: 


you wlil caſt yonrſelves at his feet; you. 
will embrace them with floods of tears: 
you vill deteſt yourſelves for having har- 

boured the thought of offending” your 


Redeemer, and vow to bim, from that 
moment, eternal allegiance and fidelity.” 


This conſideration alone may ſuffice 
to give you a horror of ſin, and to arm 


vou againſt every temptation. But, 1 


Tur at to o fee ſtill more e 


* 


ſelf, bur likewiſe tow ren6ibly you * 
be affected at the view of your paſt tranſ- . 


greſſions, go with your Saviour in ſpirit 
into the garden of Gethſemani, and ob- 


ſerve the agonies of his ſoul. There he 


began, ſays the Goſpel, to grow forrow- 


ul, and to be fad.” (Mat. xxvi.) And he 
ſaid to his Diſciples, My foul is ; ſorrowful T0 


even unto death : ay you here; and watch 
' with + me. And he ** upon his face, pray. \ 


ing: 


—— — 


W 


of * 1 


ing: Oh, my Father, if it js poſſible, let 
eee But yet not my 


will, | but thine be done. (Luke xxii.) — 


Thrice he repeated this prayer; and his 


ſuueat become as drops of blood trickling 


down upon the graund. 
» Whence this conflict? hikes 1 
proceed this unparalleled anguiſh and 


torture of ſoul? Was it the image of the 


ſufferings which he was ſhortly to under- 


ge, chat terrified his ſoul, and cauſed that 


bloody ſweat? No, certainly. He had 
embraced thoſe ſufferings ; he came 


down from heaven to ſuffer. In the vo- 


lume of the book it was written of him, 
chat his ſacrifice ſhould take place of all 
the bloody ſacrifices of the law: and he 


had from all eternity ſubmitted to the di- 


vine ordinance. O my God, ſaid he, I 


: | : 1 it, and thy ee 


my heart. (Pf. xxxix.) wy 


. 4 | hence: therefore, Sd + Jeſus 
- whence this reluſtance, this grief, this 


agony? Ah! in that moment of diſtreſs, 


: my brethren, bis is enlightened mind had 


'2 before 
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bien! it a clear and Gifting view of the 

ſins of the whole world; J of the crimes 
Which had been committed; of the i ini- 
quities which were then perpetrating; and 
ol thoſe which, in after- times, would be 
the deſtruction of thoſe ſouls for whom 
he was about to ſacrifice his life. He 
had then before his eyes all the crimes 
and enormities Which have deluged the 


e face of the earth: all the train of black 


and ſhameful paſſions which proceed 
from the heart of man, and all their fatal 
conſequences, were then preſent to his 
view; blindneſs, death, malediction, 
eternal miſery. Your ſins and mine, my 
beloved, Were then diſplayed before him 
in all their deformity. He read the hiſ- 
tory of the life of each individual in this 
aſſembly; all our tranſgreſſions, from that 
fatal moment when firſt we ſullied the 
white robe-of innocence, till this; hour: 
none oe ouỹ ins and een h ION p 
him. "P97 7 10/4200 oro of 8 
0 lar · oſe lullful defires, thibfeice 
mine and impure paſſions, which defled | 
your 


— 


— ̃ cr-vmðF . Ct 


| _ and facultics of your ſouls war- . 
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o rgouth, and have infeaed * n 

<ourſe of your lives. He ſaw that ava- 
rice, thoſe frauds and injuſtices, by which 
you would ſeek to amaſs riches, in order 
to feed your vanity, and ſacrifice to the 
pomps of che devil. He heard thoſe hor- 

rid imprecations and blaſphemies which 
you have ſo often uttered; thoſe impious 


pProfanations of his adorable name, and 


that of his eternal Father. He beheld 
that intemperance and drunkenneſs by 
which men would ſo often extinguiſh the 


light of reaſon, and give their ſouls, an 
eaſy prey to every enemy who ſhould aſ- 


fail them. in thoſe unguarded moments. 
He ſaw the manifold graces which his 
blood was to purchaſe rendered fruitleſs 
in many, and rejected with every mark 
of ingratitude; his inſpirations diſtegard- 


- ed; his admonitions deſpiſed; your : 
7 yp. your health, your ſtrength, your 


lities, your poſſeſſions, your ſenſes, the 
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Mead and adds the occalions and; in- 


— 


ſtruments of your crimes. 

His eye then penetrated the 1 intricate” 
folds of your 'conſciences, the ſecrets. of 
your hearts, into which you yourſelves, 


even in theſe days of ſalvation, when ou 


are called upon to lay all your ſins and 


miſeries at his feet in the tribunal of pe- 


nance, are afraid to lock. He beheld. 
your ſouls in the condition in which they 
are, perhaps, at this moment, torn by 
remorſe of conſcience, wearied with the 
purſuit of iniquity, and yet without ſuffi- 
cient courage to break their ehains, and 
declare themſelyes, once for all, his 
faithful ſervants. He ſaw, perhaps, that 
ſome of my preſent hearers, tho? touched 
with that ſenſe of the enormity: of [fin 
which his paſſion muſt inſpire, will ſtill 
'refuſe to factifice their ſinful attach- 
ments; and yet, out of cuſtom, to ſave 
appearances, from human reſpecte, to 
beeep up their character, or ſomes oh 
© worthy motive, will dare to approach-t0 50 
8 che facred myſteries; and, receiving him al 
1 N into 


— 


—— — 


trickling down fro 
5 you that bebold your Saviour in this la- 
mentable ſituation, open your ey 
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Into a heart which is the habitation of 
filth and untleanneſs, will fill up the mea- 


ſiure of their iniquities. Alas! perhaps 
1 ſaw that ſome here preſent will put off 


even the thought of their reconciliation 
with him, till ihe hour of death, when 
-thejr forced ſighs and tears will be diſre- 
garded by heaven; and, if the Miniſter 
of God is then called to their aſſiſtance, 
vill make the laſt action of their lives an 


"unworthy! communion, and launch into | 


eternity, Prepared for that awful event, 


27 -by having'e eaten and drunk yours own 


damnation.” 36570 07 59617770 : 
| Theſe were 8 horrors ade aſſailed 


ap ite ſoul of f Jeſus i in his agony. in the gar- 
den. Under this load of i iniquity he bow- _ 


ed his facred- head, and ſunk" to the 
ground. And) you, my brethren, are you 


inſenſible to your ovn diſtreſſes, the ſight 


-vf which makes the blood of Jeſus run 
om every pore? Oh 


4P 


8 to 
5 what an evil yo have dave 
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when you | finned againſt, your God. Sans 
in his anguiſh, an image of that grief 
which ſhould rend your hearts, when at 
this ſolemn time you approach to the 
throne of grace. Jeſus 1 is the model of 
true penitents : and yet, while this inno- 
cent lamb of God is thus tortured for 
: our fins, the criminals themſelves look 
l on them with dry eyes, and with hearts 
at eaſe. They are more affected by 1 the 


confuſion which attends an humble con- | 


feſſion, than by the malice and multitude 
of the crimes they confeſs. The Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt, whoſe office on ſuch occa- 
"fions ſhould be that of a conſoling angel, 
to aſſuage the ſorrows of the ſinners 
hearts, to raiſe their dejected minds, to 
wipe away their tears, to moderate the 
tranſports of their grief, on the contrary, 
vs conftrained to employ all the unQion 


of the Sacred Writings,” that he may ex- 


= tort from them ſome feeble ſentiments of 


compunction. 15 He muſt diſpute with 
them: he muſt entreat them: he muſt 
me ſe uſe of artifice to infinuate himſelf 
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4 Into "RO. ws ken TH, even re- 
= ſomewhat of the ſeverity. of God 's- 
1 ki to bring them to a ſenſe of their ir du- . 
| : "and, ſhould he 1 inſiſt on their flying 
1 4 thoſe places, thoſe objects. that : 
—_— 4... company, thoſe occaſions, which have 
= - 1 8. fatal | to o their innocence, Rok re- 


T* » 4 «lt: i 


2 is it thus thy kl is ; appealed? 
1 2 Are theſe the marks of true compunc- | 
| +3 tion? theſe the fruits of the grace of re- 
| | pentance? ? Oh, my brethren, a ſoul 1 which. 
with Jeſus ſees the evil of fin i in the light 
of God, like Jeſusi is ſorrowful « even unto 
; death. oi foul which contemplates that 
=o ſt ſeverity which the eternal Father 
: bath exerciſed on his beloved Son for the 
iS: | "crimes of men, inſtead, of wiſhing to be 
© freed from the labours of repentance, de- 5 
fires above all things 1 to keel at leaſt fome 
of his pains; defires earneſtly to ſuffer, | 
; that ſhe may expiate her p ns alt inidelities. | 


We will now proceed to eber 5 5 
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| 2 his den, as the model of patient ſuf- | 


1 


1 


* r - 


the moſt iluffrious of them | in 18 lalt 


Wh or in any trying le ſcene, in none 


all we find that heroic fortitude, that 


| magnanimity, that generous courage, 
Which are diſplayed in the ſufferings of 


feſus. What greatneſs of ſoul did he 


ſhow forth in all his words and actions on 


that occaſion! His foul | was not to be 
overcome by proſpetis o of diſtreſs. 1 t is 
diſtreſs which ennobles e every great cha- 


rakter; = diltreſs Was to lorify the 


Son-of | _ The hall i in which he was 


Son-of | 


ex oſed 10 Ne brutal i inſolence of the ſol- 


5 FF; 


diers, the court of Herod, the tribunal 


wm in 


of Pilate, the bill of n were all ſo = 
repared for bis exhihit⸗ Hh 


} 77,0: 
many theatre 8 


19. 


* in | perfection, all the virtues of: a 
p n PLL 


"SS > 5 con- 


L 
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W conſtant ad patient mind. Fi rom the 
moment he was firſt led forth to ſuffer, 
| to the laſt of his life, we behold him i in 
poſſeſſion of the fame” temper of ſoul, 8 
ie ſame gentle and benevolent ſpirit. 
During the long and painful approaches 
of a cruel death, no upbraidings, no 
5 complaints eſcaped from his lips; he be- : 
— wadno ſymptom of a weak or diſ- 
cCompoſed mind. With ; a patience and 
; _ generoſity beyond example, he ſpent his 
Kft moments in prayers, and even apo- 
logies, pr thoſe who were Vegas i 
| blood. 

Truly, ge was 1 as a lee ts the 5 
Laus bier: and as a lamb before his  ſhearer - 
| QT Hi) be opened not his mouth. 

| This meekneſs and calm reſignation 

diſarmed the cruelty c of the moſt impla- | 


. and id 1 moſt ca, hearts, ; 
Ys © judge, who, to gratify the multitude, 
paſſed ſentence upon him, publicly ai. 

deelled his innocence. The Roman Cen- 
Auurion, who preſided. at his execution, 
© 5 8 0 ns LOL TOM ; 0 ne. 


— 
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| glorified God, and could not forbear „ 
ing out: Indeed this was @ juſt man: 5 
(Luke xxiii.) Indeed this was the Son o 
God. (Mat. xxvii.) The malefaQor who 
was crucified at his ſide, addreſſed him 
as his/King; and implored his favour.— 
Even the crowd. of | ſpeQators who had 
brutally aſſembled, together to inſult and | 
ridicule. him, returned home Anking Wt 
their dreafts.:. 2 1 | Dy 
By ſuffening, Jeſus A to his 
Diſciples, . that the path which leads to 
victory and glory, i is through afflictions 8 
and tribulatiens. By renouncing all 5 
temporal enjoyments and delights, 1 
5 chooſing to be humbled and defpiſed, 
he cures us of all. intemperate fondness 
far worldly advantages, and has thrown - © | 
adark.ſhade over all the pomps and va- 
nities of. life. Suffering are the inhe- 
ritance which. he hath bequeathed to his 
1 lowers... Carrying, his. crols this day 5 
through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, hei „ 
vites all who aſpire to be united to him 
b 455 dhe to walk in his focilteps, weep- 
| L 4 | ing, 


4 


the yoke! of their oπ¼n pride, ambition, | 
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ing, ſuffering, and carrying their croſſes. 


1} any man, faith he, will come after me, 


: | : let tum deny hrmfe fy and Ty 1807 by m_ 


1. and follow me. 
Fhe eroſſes which we muſt carry, are 


| the evils ts which this mortal life is 


unavoidably expoſed, and the pain which 
reſults from mortifying our paſſions, nd 
ſubjecting them to the control of v 


and religion. If we refuſe to ſubmit: our 
- ſhoulders to the croſs, yet, my brethren, 
ve muſt ſtill carry a eroſs, and a heavy 
5 one too. Sufferings are the portion of 

humanity in this ſtate. of probation: and 


by. throwing off the yoke of Jeſus we 


| become eg ed and tyrannised ober by 
| the wortd and our own paſſions; The 
ehindren of this world bear a heavy yoke, 


vanity, ſenſuality, ' the yoke of the 


|  Princesof Darkneſs, The joy and plea- 
ure which plays on the countenance of 
the moſt fortunate among finners, is fre- 


quently only aſſumed to conceal an 


—_ heart, a foul kung with anguith, 
and 
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and torn by the pangs of a wounded con- 


ſcience, Ab! the croſs which you have 


0 carry in the practice of virtue, in the 
ſervice of your Creator, in ſecuring an 


| eternity of « eaſe and delight, is leſs heavy, 8 | 


Jeſs painful than theirs. And wih you 
reject i it, to embrace ſufferings 1 which are 


| — the prelude to diſtreſſes t that ſhall 15 


never end? The ſufferings we undergo 
in the cauſe of God, bring with them 


whether we ſerve this world, or make 
. ourſelyes followers of Jeſus. Which 
then ſhould we chooſe? Oh! my friends, 


ſuffer for and with Jeſus: ſuffer for him : 
. ho bleeds. ſo plentifully for. you, at 
every Ven. ' Yourt trouble will be: leſs: 


=. how different the conſequence; 1 


a 


| nne life!» 


— With regara: to. oak the ; accidents of | 
. this. life, in the hour of anguiſh and diſ- 


reſs, look up to Jeſus hanging, on: the 


cross, and be comforted. | Have you 
deen unjuſtly ripped of your property 
| +8. -and 


PS, | weir own conſolation. Can you then 5 
— _ afraid. of them? Suffer we. muſt, 


— 
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and ws robbed: 61 the fruits of b 
= your honeſt induſtry ? Caſt your eyes 5 
on jeſus: behold him to whom Belong: 
the earth and the fullneſs thereof, ſtripped 
of all, and degraded below the condition 
of the vileſt ſlave. The calumniating 
and malicious tongues of men have 
0 blackened your reputation and ruined 
your charafter. Liften to the fout and 
baſe alperfions eaft by the Inſulting 
multitude on the ſource of innocence 
and unſpotted virtue, and let your com- 
plaints be from that moment for ever 
buſhed. You. are. poor' and indigent; 
hardly by painful efforts can you pro- 
vide a pitiful ſubfiſtence; and therefore 
the world frowns upon you. Be com- 
| forted Chriſtian brother; Jefus hath . 


ennobled your poverty by making it his 


own: you wear the badge of his friends*. : 
Your'Rare is that which he choſe for © 
Himſelf, and ma | 
2 fotifce of pureſt joys. Remember that 
book gem the humbleſt roof: where. - * 


I * 1 * +6 4 4 HY a BY [544 6.05. YL! N 2 rer 1 
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if you pleaſe, be made 
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ever virtue dwells, there peace, content 
| and every pleaſure fix their abode. 
In a word: in all the various events 
of life, whether! adverſe or proſperous,. 5 
the view of the object before us on this 
day will preſerve in your that temper of 
. mind: which becomes one who aſpires to 
immortality... Jeſus on the croſs quels 
dhe pride of high birth, of wealth, gran= © 
deur, and proſperity, by diſcovering the 
falſe glare and deceitful. brilliance of 
thoſe objects which: feed and ſupport it: 
and difarms adverſity of its ſting; 5 „ 
while we keep his image before our eyes, 1 
ve may indeed feel the pains of diſtreſs, „ 
Hut ſhall never oe: wounded ay it h be "if 
heart. * n - 
Ae 1 Wend not {avs ese | 
tene to you that exceſs of love for 
man, which eſus manifeſts in his paſſiu mm. 
and death: 1. ſhould be the third ,,, A 
_ Gderation- offered: to your pious atten. | : 
tion. But what can 1 ſay equal to ſuck 
a theme? Or rather, what need 1 ſay? - 5 
bee circumſtance of his laſt moments: - 8 


- 


1 
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„ ſpeaks were eloquen dy a ion how 
guage can attempt, that the death of 
Jeſus was a ſacrifice of the moſt pure, 
8 diſintereſted love. Having 
bored his own who were in the world, le 
ow then. o ine end. (Jo. xiii.) Like a 
tender parent, whoſe fond affeftion for 
his offspring, is redoubled when lying on 
the bed of death, he is about to bid 
them Farewell for ever. The laſt effort 
of bis expiri g foul 3 is an .exprefſion of 
love for us: She violence of his enemies 
could not have prevailed againſt him, 
had not his love for us ſuffered them to 
proceed. That love which burnt in his 
heart, was the fire that lighted the . 


__-"neral pile on which he was conſumed. 


The moment that. Jeſas- declares all i is 
conſummated,” bows down his ſacred 
 thead and expires, is a moment diſtin- 
. guiſhed: by wonders on earth, and won- 
ders in heaven. All nature ſeems to 
| feel a pang; of grief: the ſun withdraws 
dis beams; and an awful gloem „er- 
ſpreads the Kan el au ak the-xocks | 


8 0 
* 5 
„ "© ? 
F 2 ; : ? 
* . . 


f 


are ſplit aſunder; the tambs giye up of 
their dead; the whole creation is in 
diſorder. and trouble. But while we 


Rand amidſt cheſe ſtupendous prodigies, 


the prodigy which moſt claims our ad- 


miration, is Jeſus expiring on the croſs, 

and propoling to himſelf no other re- 
cCompence for all his torments, but our 
ſualvation. Oh, lock on him, my be- 


love. See, he dies your Redeemer! 


He dies in your place! He dies, rhat yen 


may not die eternally! He dies for love 
of you! He dies, that you may lone 
tim! Oh! can you mow put any limits 
o your tenderneſs, your gratitude, your 


love for him! Will, Sou not acknowledge 


that you deſerve to 3 rt 

5 Jove not Jeſus orucißeddl. er . 
-» You, juſt and faillfulouts,: whoſe 1 

nocent lives give you a full 


© you love him; vour whole lives are a 


__— WOT WO over his ſub. 


0 | = _ 


loved, look on him, and pour forth your 
whole ſouls before him with gratitude and 


chat you are his friends and favourites, ; 


Lo * 


from virtue to virtue, to CR 
nt — preſent reef 


| ſome criminal paſſio 
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ferings: but your tears are not the make 5 
tribute which you pay to him; he poſs. 


fefles your hearts, and all their affections. 
Let the reflections then which we have 


this day made, animate you to perſe- 


verance in defending his intereſts, and 


exalting his glory. Let the lefſons! he 


gives you, in all the cireumſtances of his 
cruel ſufferings and death, lead you on, 


N 
2 


charity, 


* ws 8, ſtill flaves to 
% you, by coming 
here this day to liſten to the fad! ſtory of 


who asc ſtill his e 


bis afflictions, ſeem to intereſt yourſelves | 


ſome hat in his eauſe. But he addreſſes "0 


| himſelf to vou, as he did to che w 


Who when che carried his — 
the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, followed him, - 
wailing, his. diſtzely : Daughters of e- 
— wech nat over me: but weep for . 
== and, for your children : repreſs 
-your grief for my. ſufferings, and weep 
over the lamentable condition of your 
nog 11 : 18 own: . 
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" een ſouls: be melted with ſorrow at the 

view of the eternal miſeries which await | 
you. I, by dying, ſhall triumph over 
death. But you—will you ever triumph 
over thatlove of the world, thoſe ſenſual 
0 appetites, thoſe injuſtices, thoſe unclean- 
neſſes, which have ſo long given death 


” to your fouls? 1 ſhall riſe victorious from 


the tomb, never to'die, or ſuffer again. 
But, at the time of my reſurreftion, wil 
you ariſe from the deathful lethargy of 
fin? from thoſe criminal and inveterate 
habits in which your poor ſouls have 
been ſo long buried? It will not be dif-. 
ficult to me to break theſe chains by 

which Jam now bound, anc with them 


10 lead the whole world in captivity after 
the glorious ſtandard of my crofs, - But 
thoke chains which bind your heart, 
aid hold them in ſlavery under the 
Princes of Darkneſs; thoſe chains to 
which every unlawful appetite that you 
indulge adds a new link; will you now 
break them in theſe days of jubilation . 
| anal Will you now lay al: your 


1 77 
1 ini- 
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-—  jpiquitiesatthe foot of my. croſs, to be 
poanzſhed away by my blood? Weep not 
dener me; but ann len gaeeſeines pw. for 
4 n, 
| Ves, my beloyed, weep. over. your- | 
| ſelves; and then Jeſus Fill quickly dry 
up Your fears, and turn your ſorrows 
into joy. What is it that can make you 
beſizate ? Do you fear, leſt, after ſo many 
Fears, conſumed in iniquity, he ſhould 
 pefaſe. en vou? Ohl my friends, 
wis ische day of mercies. The moment 
zi which Jelys expires, } is your moment. 
His laſt ſighs ape given t vation: 

he ſtretches ut thol arms to xecciye 

vou to his embraces: be bows, his head to 
Zive you the kiſs of peage: his dying 
eyes, alwoſt extinguiſhed, caſt a glance 
ol pity and wercy Apen yon. Run 
hben, to him: dread. not his vengeance 
On this gay of clemency. Where can 

his thunders fall? All is, ed ones. 
| is ſhie}dediby bis gyn, blopd. . . 
Dome then, ve vill hagen yith, ” n. 


nee eee (9h, grace, hat ve. 


oy 


— 


— 
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may obtain the remedy for all our in- 
firmities, and be enriched with every 
precious gift. Divine jefus, illuſtrious 
Conqueror of death and hell, thou haſt 
declared, that when lifted up from the 
earth, thou wouldſt draw all things to 
thyſelf. Oh! draw me now, and draw 
all this aſſembly ta thee ;. but, let it be 
by the bands of love. Give us to par- 
take of thy victory: Tuffer us to walk in 
thy triumph; not as enemies, loaden 
with chains, and ſhortly to be confighed 
to puniſhment; but as friends and aſſo- 
ciates, ſinging with loud exultation, 
Hofanna to the Son of David; and 
chenting thofe Halleluias of f 
and praiſe, which we hope to fing in thy 
Kingdom, together w' phony: bleſſed an- 


12 


gels, for all n, 8 
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Be not offrighted ; you. ſeek, Jeſu Ta Var 
.._eareith, who was crucified: , he is riſen, 


35 be i is not here ; behold the ls where 
wy 1541 lim. N xvi, 6. eng a 


£ 4 2 l 2 # * 


4 
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2 is — a he is. era ma. a got 

contraſt between the ideas. expreſſed 57 i 
theſe words, and the ideas conveyed. by 
the inſeriptions generally engraven on. 
the tombs. of men! However great and | 
powerful they may have been upon the 
earth; how much ſpever they may have 
blazed Forth in the world; if we; read 
the epitaphs on the ſuperb. monuments. 
which human vanity has eretted. to their 
meme ries, to. what. does the whole 
oy . amount? 


” 
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amount? Why, to this pitiful tale :— y_— 
Here are depoſited the remains 17 2 a 
hero, a conqueror, a ſtateſman, a per- 
ſonage eſteemed, admired, careſſed, and 
envied by his contemporaries; here be 
lies, under this pile of ſtones, mingled 
with the duſt of the earth; nor can all 
his power and grandeur raiſe him out of 
this grave, in which he moulders Aan, 
; and n . 

Not ſo did Jeſus remain nin the grave. ; 
Scarcely i is he incloſed in the boſom of 
the earth, but, before three days have 
elapſed, he breaks the ſtrong bands of 
death, and comes forth from the tomb a 
mighty. conqueror, bearing trophies of. 
victory i in his hands, and with his brows 5 
encireled with a diadem of glory. The 
devout women, who had haſtened to his 
ſepulchre to pay him the laſt duties, the 
laſt teſtimonies of their love, are told, 
to their inexpreſſible eee He is = 
riſen, he is not here! - 

While the glory of the great-ones of We i 
am! Is totally extinguiſhed in the ors _ 
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it is in the grave that the glory of Jeſus 
"a! forth in all its effulgence. When | 
| reduced o che utmoſt extremity of weak- ? 
neſs, he, exerts. divine Power; when 
claſped in the cold arms of death, he | 

clothes himſelf f with life ang immortality. : 

Sych is che myſtery, which, this day c. 
eites our devotion, ITbe triumph of | 
Jeſus over death, which, has tuned 17 
harps of the celeſtial choirs, and mae de 
3 bright mapſions, of bliſs reſound with 

capticles of 1 Joy, invites the Church mi- 
* invites us who. yet dwell in i this, 
place of baniſhment, this vale of trou- 

dles, to join gur notes with theirs, and 8 

8 chant Pur. Halleluiahs and ſongs of Jubi- 
 latjonito the. Lamb who was ſlain, and 
wha. lives; who bath redeem ed. us to; 
Hod i in (bis blood, out of every: tribe ANC E 
tonguę, and people, and nation. 5 

Oh! join in this COMMON joy. you. 
that have riſen, wi-h Jeſus; you who! 
have deſtroyed ſin, which is the ſeed of 
G temporal and eternal death; join in this 


1 * de Yiories which n hath gain- 
| ed 
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1 a are your Vidtories; yours are his 
triumphs. But you, alas! who have nôt 
Hlen, Who are fill buried in iniqdities; 
you—Vut'n no: 1 will not ſuppoſe that 
there are here preſent any perſons fo 
\ wretched ; T Will nor think on any thing 
diſtreſſing c on this bright day of ſpiritual 
_ © comforts; I indulge the pleaſing hope. 
that you have all riſen, or are labouring 
do riſe with Jeſus,” Dry up, therefore, 
thoſe tears which you ſhed over your 
agonizing. Lord on Gdod- Frideyt cheer 
* ſpirits, and make your hearts exult: 
for, behold, I come to point out to you - 
Ache reſurrection of - Jefus, as the moſt 
cConſoling of all the myſteries which re- 
ligion celebrates: by ſhowing, in the 
firſt. Place, chat it is the firmeſt pillar 


"Which füpports Our faith”; ; ſecondly; chat Z ; 


ir aFords'the ſtrongeſt m five to dnimate 
3 Sur hops, and enkindle in our hears thee 
moſt ardent flames of love. 


I. St. Paul begins His eþifite 6 ths * 8 


i — by öbferving, that bur faith f 
the * hich, is tie fun- 


damental 


. 


= ·˙ 3 8 
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damental principle of the een re- 
ligion, i Is grounded on his reſurrettion | 


4 from the dead. .F he Son, ſays he, who : 
was made—of ! the feed of. David, according 145 


tothe fleſh—was predeſtinated c or more con- 


- formably to the Greek text ſhucbi ros) 8 
was manifeſted, the Son of God in power— - 


W P „ Y Our Lord Jefus il 5 


- That! you. 1 may e or de. the 


I ſenſe of this paſſage, you muſt conſider, | 
"that our faith in Jeſus is bu 1 5 


ilt on the mi- 
racles which he, wrought, as evidences ; 


u chat t he was ſent by the. Divine Being, © to 


communicate the knowledge of truth to 
the children of men. : When a man : 


5 commands the elements, changes the 8 
eeſtabliſhed order of nature, reſtores 
health, by his word only, to perſons af- 2 


AliRted with a mortal, infirmity, commands: 
the dead to ariſe from their graves, and 
is 1 that man muſt have received 
wer Len. ee Author of 


ets, 


— 


V * 
lh fal ſchiood, the deception! would. _ 
| imputable to that ſouree of Holineſs and 
Dran which never can deceive. 3555 
Now, of all the miracles e by 
our Redeemer, his own reſt urre&ion | 
fords the ſtrongeſt evidence of his divine 
miſſion: it was on this miracle that he 
himſelf principally: reſted the evidence 
of it: this was the moſt ſplendid of all 
bis miraculous works; and this was at 
tended by circumſtances which make it 
more conſpicuous, more uncontroverti- . 
ble, than _ char. prodigy wang he | 
performed. 0 5 
On this he e reſted __ evi- 
dense f his being the Son of God.— 
When the Jews demand from him a 
_ fign from heaven, as a proof that he is 


What he declares himſelf to be, he _—_ 2; 


them to his reſurrection. Maſter, ſaid 
ſome of the Scribes and Pariſees, we 
would ſee @ ſign from the. But he, a. 
ne, mer to — Aan ſhall: not * 

5 whote 'S belly — 
„ dcs 


+= SP 
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ahl ld te nights, fo Mall the Son / 


man de in dhe heart of the earth three days 


and three” mixhus.” (Mat. Xii.) That is, 
after having been three days in the heart 


of the earth, I will come forth from it 
again, as Jonas came forth from the deep, 


and out of the belly of che whale. Again, 


when they aſked him: What, ſign doft thou 
ſhow us, ſeeing thou! doſt theſe things ?— 


Jo. ii.) His anſwer was to this effect: 


After you ſhall have violently deſtroyed | 


this viſible temple, which is hy body, 


on che third day I will reſtore to it again 


life, health, and vigour. Deſtroy this 


| ae and inthree days Twill raiſe it up. 


Our Redeemer choſe his reſurrection, 
in / preference to his other miracles, for 


che proof of his ä it is 
whemot. ſplendid of his ni 


kupendous of all his wrong 


| 15 None but Jeſus could ay o of himſelf: 7 


tay doum my liſe lit I muy tale it again. 


Ts "No matt ede it way from nei ut Tay 


'4 My 'F | 

Again. (Jo. x.) This is the language of | 
divine energy. 3 
The Jews had ſeen the dead raiſed to 
life by the prayers and by the miraculous 
powers of other men. Eliſeus, by his. 
breath, reanimated the dead carcaſe f 
the ſon of the Sunamite. By the prayers of 
Elias, the dead child of the widow of Sa- 
repta was reſtored alive to his diſconſolate 
parent. But, that a man ſhould raiſe 
himſelf from the grave; was a prodigy 
unheard of from the beginning of time. 
This ſtupendous work was reſerved to 
give the children of men the ſtrongeſt 
evidence, that he, by whom it was per⸗ 
formed, was indeed the Son of God. This 
diſtinguiſhing charaReriſtic of the Meſſias Ez: 
was pointed out many ages before, by 
the Royal Prophet in one of his ſacred: 
canticles; where, ſpeaking in the per- 
ſon of Jeſus, he ſays, Fam counted among 
them that go down to the pit: I am become 
as a man without help, free among the dead. 
(Pf. Ixxxvii.) As Tf he had laid: My 
enemies levelled me wich the duſt, and 
Vor. II. NM fooliſhly. 
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fooliſhly 5 that my lot would 1 
like to that of the reſt of men. But no; 5 
J was free among the dead. I entered into 
the dominion of death, not his ſubjeQ, 
but his ſovereign ; not his ſlave, but his 
conqueror. Free among the dead are the 
words diQated by the Holy Ghoſt, as it 
were, to compoſe the epitaph of this 
triumphant Redeemer of. the world, . 
The reſurrettion of Jeſus, being- the 
malt powerful argument of his Divinity, 
and the moſt. illuſtrious. of his miracles, 
the Scribes, the Phariſees, and the whole 
Synagogue, united their endeavours to 
prevent the belief of it from ſpreading. 
through the world. But the providence. 
of God, which frequently employs the 
_ paſſions and the malice of men, as in- 
ſtruments in executing the deſigns of. 
his wiſdom and goodneſs, would have 
this miracle delivered to poſterity in all 
the light of the moſt inconteſtible evi- 
55 dence; and therefore contrived, that the - 
| precautions, taken Hy the Jews, with a, 
view to deſtroy Us credibility, ſhould, 
15 1 5 prove, 


plied with: the ſepulchre was ſurround- 
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prove, in the end, itsſtrongeſt confirma- 
tion. No ſooner had Jeſus expired, but 
they went to Pilate, ſaying : Sir, we have 
remembered that that ſeducer ſaid, while dr, ob 
was yet alive: After three days I will riſe 0 
again. Command therefore the ſepulcire 
to be guarded until the third. day, left his 
diſciples come and ſteal him away, and ſay 
to the people: He is riſen from the dead-. 
fo the laſt error ſhall be worſe than the firſt. 
(Mat. xxvii.) Their requeſt was com- 


ed: by ſoldiers; the public ſeal was af- 
fixed on the ſtone which covered its 
entrance: every poſſible precaution was 
taken for ſecurity. But what was the 

effect of this prudent contrivance? Why, 

it ſerved to remove every ſhadow of 
doubt which might otherwiſe have been 

_ thrown on the evidence of the ſact. The 
ody, after it had been depoſited inthe _- 
cond: near three days, was no longer to 1 
be found there! What can the Phari-' 
fees) ſay now? AmaZed, mortified, con- 


M2 4 | founded, 


© 
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founded they are reduced to this isbn : 


ble ſhift; they pretend, that in the filence 
of the night, while the guards were a- 


ſleep, his diſciples came and carried him 
off. Here is a ridiculous evidence! 
What! could the diſciples go to the ſe- 


pulchre, remove a ſtone of great weight 
and. conſiderable magnitude from the 
mouth of it, and carry off the body, | 
without waking one of the ſoldiers? 
The guards were aſleep! If they .were 
pats at how then do they know that he 
was taken out of the tomb, or by whom 
he was removed? Are ſleeping witneſſes 
to be admitted in evidence? It 
they were not aſleep, why did they 
ſuffer him to be removed? Beſides, how. 


little appearance is there, that his diſci- 


ples, who at the time of his paſſion were 
_ weakneſs and cowardice itſelf, ſhould 


ann ſudden aſſume ſuch courage and 


ſtrength of mind, as to venture to take, 
from the midſt of an armed guard, a body 


* under the "_ ſeal; and that 
5 OR | they | 


T . 
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| they would afteywars ſuffer themſelves ta 
be perſecuted, impriſoned, fcourged, and 
at length lay down their lives in defence 
of the doctrines of a man whom, in that 
caſe, they muſt have known to be an im- 
poſtor? Indeed, my brethren, every ob- 
jection which is raiſed againſt this illuſ- 
trious argument of our religion, teems 
with the groſſeſt abſurdities. | 
But, if Jeſus roſe from the dead, then 
it is evident that all his doctrines are the 
dictates of heavenly wiſdom, the maxims 
of eternal truth: then, the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, in all its parts, is the inſtitution of 
the Divine Being; and therefore its myſ- 
| teries, - however impenetrable, demand 
the humble aſſent of every ereated mind. 
Clouds of majeſtie darkneſs are ſpread 
around ſome parts of it, and intercept 
our view. But what wonder? Do not 
5 be works of nature abound with myſte— 
es likewiſe? It ĩs not aſtoniſhing that 
pes Wiſdom" | ſhould comprehend: 
en. truths; Which dazzle and 


„ „ over- 
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receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, 


is the Son of God? (1 Jo. v.) This is 
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2 overpower the feeble eye of hen | 


reaſon. | 
Enter . this day, in ſpirit, 
into the ſanQuary of heaven; and, with 
the four-and-twenty Elders deſcribed” by 
St. John, fall down before him that 
ſitteth on the throne, adore bim that 
liveth for ever and ever. The 8 
ſpirits caſt their crowns at his feet. Do 
you make him a ſacrifice of your bp 
ſtanding, your will, and all your facul- 
ties: unite your voices with theirs, and 
ſay: The Lamb that was ſlain is aworthy to 


and ſtrength, and honour," and glory, and 
| benediftion for ever and ener. Say to 
Jeſus, with the lively faith and ardent 
love of his apoſtle Thomas, who, in the 
beginning, refuſed to believe his reſur- 
rection: My Lord and my God !. Tia is 
the faith which overcomes' the world. 
Who is he, ſays St. John, | that overcometh 
the world, but he that believeth that Jeſus 


he 


ke faith which juſtifies; this faith unlocks 


_ renewed as the eagle, and flouriſh in the 


r 
. —— — 4 
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all the treaſures of grace; this faith ſe: 
cures to us the poſſeſſion of the inheri- 


tance of Chriſt Jeſus. 


II. He was delivered up for our k ns, 
and roſe again for our Juſtiſication. (Rom. 


iv.) Here our hopes are enlivened, 
- our confidence is heightened. He roſe 
for our juſtification, that we might riſe 
with him; that, invigorated by his 


* 


ſtrength, we might break through the 
gates of death, that we might behold 
death without diſmay, and ſmile even 
at the ſight of that formidable ſpeQre - 

| which ſo often embitters all the pleaſures 
of human life; that we might deſcend 
into the grave in peace and joy, know- 
ing, that as Jeſus, our head, our leader, 
hath riſen, fo ſhall we alſo riſe again, be. 
full bloom of perpetual youth andbearty. *_  - 
On this account he is called, in the : 
Sacred Writings, the firſt fruits of them 

tat feeep, the Nm yo 1 thi 4 

dead. . 5 F 
V 1 | Oh! 
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Oh! my friends, what a comfortable 
proſpect is here laid open before us! 
How cheering to our hearts! A ſight 
capable to take away all the anguiſh of 
misfortune, to dry up the tear of miſery. 
We ſhall riſe again! All then is not 
ended in the grave. There is another 
life beyond that term; and in that life 
Ve ſhall, if we chooſe to merit ſuch 
| diſtinQtion by virtuous converſation here, 
be made like unto Jeſus: We ſhall riſe 
to die no more. An eternity awaits us; 
and it depends upon ourſelves to 7 waks 
1 an eternity of delighhts. 

Think on this, you chat are n 
ans and weeping, and counting over 
a melancholy ſucceſſion of pains. and. 
diſtreſtes; you that are finking. under. 
oVerty,. ſtung by affronts and injuries, 
 languiſhing | in infirmity,; or tortured by 
pain; look now 4% the grave, and 
hufh all your complain s; let your eyes 
meet the comforts which there ſmile 
upon you, and the gloom of dej Qtion. 5, 
wi be inſtantly — 1 5 


- 

ws : * * © 
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Look beyond the grave, you whoſe 
eyes are dazaled by the brilliant glare of 
worldly vanities, the ſplendours of 
richeſs, and the pomp of human grandeur: 
vou likewiſe, whoſe hearts are captivated 
by the deluſive attractions of ſenſual 
pleaſures, look beyond the grave; and 
the faſcination is at an end, the charm is 
diſſolved. Compare the duration of 
the longeſt life on earth with that future 
ſtate: compare the moſt fortunate ſitua- 
tion in this world with the bright rever- 
fion which there awaits you; and ſee 
how this world dwindles into infignifi- 
eance in the compariſon! how mean, 
pitiful; and contemptible, are the choiceſt 


gifts which it beſtows on its moſt diſtin- 


guiſhed favourites! Look beyond the 
grave, and you will feel that only virtue 
_ which introduces you into the regions of 
immortality, virtue which ſecures to yoοο 
an inheritance in the regions of never 

ending bliſs ; only virtue claims your 
eſteem, deſerves your care; only virtus 
ban chern and beauties ſuſficient to 
550 M 5 13  gratify 


| qratify the nuke FIR of your 
immortal ſouls, which were anger 
the poſſeſſion of infinite felicity. 
Inis view into a future life was the 
comfort and ſupport of the Chriſtian - 
Church, when expoſed to the fury of 
the moſt cruel perſecutions. The hope 
of a glorious refurrection conſoled the 
. recluſe in his cell; cheered the ſolitary 
in the wild and dreary deſert; engaged 
the tender virgins, the chaſte ſpouſes of 
- Jeſus, to turn their chief attention from 
the cultivation of the ſuperficial graces 
- of their perſons, and of the beauties of 
their outward form, to the improvement 
of the more valuable graces and. beauties | 
ol the mind, by the decorations of pu- 
rity, innocence, and charity. The vic-- 
tory of jeſus over death ſmoothed for 
2 the Martyrhis bed of tortures, and made: 
ais heart exult in the eee 
i . 
The reſurrection of Jada would | 
* inſpire you, my beloved friends, wich a 
85 E * and ardour: it ſhould prove a 
ſouree | 
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—_— 


11 
fource of ſanctification to each indivi- 
dual in this aſſembly. Here form your 
reſolutions: on this hope, of a glorious 
refurrection with Jeſus, build the edifice 
of your future ſanQtity. If you have 
not already performed the duties of this 
Holy time ; if yet you have not expiated 
your paſt iniquities by ſincere repentance; 
no determine to do it inſtantly, m- 
cerely, completely; and entering again 
into the, paths of goodneſs, let no at- 
traction ſeduce you to the leaſt deviation 
into the deſtructive walks of error and 
guilt; but perſevere, reſolutely and 
ſteadily perſevere, to the end of your 
mortal courſe. On this conſtancy in 
virtue all depends: to riſe in glory, you 
muſt firſt, by perſeverance in righteouſ- 
_ . neſs, die in grace. — And will you per- 
ſevere, my friends? Ah ! that is a ſe- 
eret known only to the Deity: our fhort- 
fighted penetration cannot deſery the 
darkſome paths of futurity. But yet, 
I truſt, I feet myſelf at this moment 
animated with a confidence, that you - 
. x6 vil 
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: will 8d perſevere to the end: the 
.mercies of God inſpire me with this 
confidence. I know that every motive 
that intereſt, honour, gratitude, love, 
combine together to invite you to per- 
ſevere in virtue; and to ſuch motives 
your generous ſpirits will not be inſen- 
fible. Conſtancy and courage are your 
« national character, the inheritance which 
you have received from your forefa- | 
thers. Vou are ready to exert your 
courage in ſecuring the rights and pro- 
ſperities of a temporal kingdom: you 
cannot then be cowardly or irreſolute, 
Vhen the prize for which you contend 3 * 
the kingdom of heavV en. 
Our Saviour riſing from the RR 
and; inveſting his ſacred body with the 
glorious qualities of a ſpirit, preſents 
bimſelf to us as the deareſt object of 
our love. It was for us that he roſe . 
again, as it was for our (intereſts that he 
died. He therefore juſtly requires, t that, 
. both in life and death, we belong ex- 
 clubvely to him Wt: we live in him 
Tr b and 
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and ſor wink and die in time, that- we 
may be more intimately united to. him 
in eternity. Whether we live, ſays St. 
Paul, or whether we die, we are the Lord's: 
0 to this end. Chri i/t died and roſe again, 
that he might be Lord both 'of the dead and 
of the living. (Rom. xiv.) He bath 
acquired a right of dominion over our 
hearts; not an empire ſupported by fear 
and ſervile dread, but a throne guarded 


and maintained by liberty and love. His 


ſufferings and torments were undergone 
for us, and with us he ſhares his joys 
and glories; that, in all the variety of 
life, we may be engaged to unite our- 
ſelves inſeparably to him; that we may 
ſacrifice to him our proſperity, by em- . 
ploying the temporal bleſſings which he 
puts into our hands, in promoting his 
glory, and in the proſecution. of every 
good and benevolent work; that we 
may ſacrifice to him our adverſity, bend 
ing down vith calm reſignation, to kiſs 


chat hand which never caſtles, us bus | 


to improve our N; 


23 Tis . 
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Jeſus, having riſen from che grave, 
ill carries about with him the marks of 
- his affeQtion for us, the marks of the 
wounds which he received for our ini- 
quities. Put in thy finger hither, ſaid he 
to Thomas, and fee my hands; and bring 
hither thy hand, and put it into my fide, 
(Jo. xx.) Theſe wounds may appear 
entirely unſuitable to a glorified body, 
no very graceful ornaments of that im- 
mortality into which he has entered. 
Ah! but he carries them, that he hy - 
win our affection. Behold, ſaith * 
have written you in my hands: here you 
_ are engraven in characters never to be 
effaced. Theſe marks of my wounds 
are ſo many animated traits, which place 
you continually before me. | Can the 
mother forget her child, and abandon the 
{milling little infant which ſhe nouriſnes 
at her breaſt? Even if ſhe. were to "Wi 
0, I vill never forget ou. 
Let it chenbe our delight, my brethren; 
do think on him: let us imprint his dear 
Image on our ben In this place. of 
d 
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dur We ſitting like the captive 
children of Iſrael on the banks of the 
rivers of Babylon, it ſhall be our folace 
to think on our beloved, and on that 
bleſſed Jeruſalem into which he has en- 
tered, and where we ſhall one day dwell 
with him, in undiſturbed union and 


eternal peace. Having riſen from the 


death of fin, and being called to riſe with 
him in glory: we will loath the earth; 

we vill ſeek only the things that are 
above; we will have no reliſh for 
other joys, looking out for the mo- 
ment of our deliverance ſrom this exile, 
when we ſhall be dillolved. * with 
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SERMON. XXV. | 
Low SUnDay. 


OO dchzpliaz inte Sin. Me £ 


 Whatfrvr is horn 9 God, overcometh the, 
world. 1 e Foe. OT ets 


nel 


* be Joes Fan God, my. | iti, 8 
to be reanimated by his ſpirit, after hav- 


: ing loſt the life of grace, by conſenting 


to iniquity. You therefore are born of 
God, as many of you as have had re- 
courie to the fountains of grace, in theſe. 
days of ſalvation; you, who have waſh- 
ed away the ſtains from your ſouls with: 
penitential tears, and feaſted, with puri 
ty of heart, on the bread of Angels, in 
the adorable myſteries on our altars. 
You are born of God; therefore you: : 


are now to triumph over the world. Je- 
1 4 9 : £2 of +2 Fo HE \ „ ſus, 
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ſus, in his reſurrection, hath ſet before 
you an image of the properties of that 
new-life with which you have been gift- 
ed. Chriſt riſing from the dead dieth now 
no more, death ſhall no more have dominion 
over him. (Rom. vi.) See, therefore, 
that you deſcend now no more into the 
grave, into the depths of fin and miſery, 
from which you have ſo lately riſen. | 
No, that the victorious grace of Jeſus 
has torn you from the embraces of death; 


now, that you have broken the chains of | 


your criminal habits, thoſe chains which 
beld your hearts in cruel bondage under 
the dominion of your inordinate paſſions 
now cheriſh the precious liberty, into 
which you have entered: walk hence- 
forward in newneſs of life: labour to ef- 
face the remaining features of the ma; 
man of ſin, and to reſtore in yourſely 
| the image of God. Grins d wen 
I come not, on hs en to ſpeak to 
thoſe who have not riſen. with Jeſus, who, 
| have. not yet made to bim a facrifice- .of 
the ll mand of cheir deſires — 


Alas! | 
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Alas! what can I ſay to them? If the 
blood of Jeſus, which they have ſeen 
flowing ſo plentifully for them ſrom the 
Tgnominious croſs on which he expired; 
if his tears, his agonies, could not excite 
in them a deteſtation of their crimes ;— 

| oh! my God! thou canſt indeed perform 
prodigies by the power of thy grace; but 
I fear thou haſt abandoned theſe men to 
che corruption of their own hearts, "and 
that a final impenitence will terminate 
their guilty career, and Deng them £ 
over to thy eternat vengeance. - : 
I will not dwell on ſo mnsebchy a 

refleQtion, but haſten to addreſs myſelf 
to you, who, by fincere "TORE; 
have been again born of God, and re- 
| conciled to him by the oy" Chriſt 
Jeſus. As the dominion exerciſed over 


$2 your hearts by former criminal habits is 


but by gra 


not to be entirely ſubverte: 


dual advances and petſeverant efforts; v as 


| break forth, will eule you many a ſtrug- 


2 ele. and engage you in many a ſevere 
| conflict: 
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; conflict; I am anxious for your conftan- 
cy in virtue; I tremble left mattention - 
. ſhould again betray you into guilt, or the 
violence of concupiſcence overpower 
your reſolution. To excite, therefore 
all yourvigilance, and inflame your:cou- 
rage to carry on the conteſt till you have 
entirely overcome the world, I wiſh you to 
view a relapſe into your former crimes 
in a light fo horrible, as may :effectually 
deter you from expoſing yourſelves to 
the danger of being again ſeduced to ini- 
quity. For this end I ſhall endeavour 
to convince you, that a relapſe into ſm is 
accompanied with ſuch bafe ingratitude, 
ſuch a perfidious violation. of all your 
_ moſt ſacred engagements, and fe marbed 
' a contempt of the divine | juſtice. and 
goodneſs, that its malice is aggravated 
deyond that of any former tranſgreffions; 
and conſequently, that, although y 
have lately been raiſed from a very: de- | 
plorable fituation, yet, ſhould you-again = 
"ou the. OE wy over 0 your 
elt Ait 0 Cl laſt 


laſt ſtate will be much worſe, and much 
more lamentable, than the ſirſt. 
I. To abuſe the favours. which we 
have received from another, or to refuſe 
to render for them the tribute of a grate- 
ful mind, is a conduct which' betrays the 
utmoſt baſeneſs of diſpoſition. I ngrati- 
_ tude, even. between man and man, is a 
vice which the judgement of mankind 
as concurred to brand with infamy. 
But you, my brethren, if after having at 
this time been raiſed from death to life 
by the mercies of Jeſus— f you ſhould 
return again into che ways of iniquity 
a. acatr h, you will be guilty of an m. 
n which is of the vileſt and moſt 
deteſtable kind. The baſeneſs of ingra- 
tude muſt be ever proportioſate to the 
_ value and multitude of the benefits re- 
d: but never was any benefit equal 
to that conferred-on you; hem M 
your iniquities at the feet of Jefus; you 
. vre eaſed of the load of guilt and miſery | 
which oppreſſed your ſouls and received 
5 again 1 into the arms of his mercy. flees 
„cane 


Caſt your eyes back, for a moment, 
on your former wretchedneſs. Alas! 


but a ſhort time ſince, you were children 
of wrath, ſlaves to the princes of dark- 


neſs, and objects of horror in the ſight 


of God: you were charged with maledic- 
tion, and muſt have been eternally cut 
off from every hope of peace and com- 
fort: you were already judged: the arm 
a divine vengeance was uplifted to 


| 1 Can you figure to yourſelves diſ- 


treſſes equal to theſe? View now, on the 


other hand, what Jeſus has done for you. 


Tou are again born of God; again you 
are made his children, heirs of God, and 


| co-heirs with Chriſt, You are now liv- 


— 


ing members of Jeſus : your ſouls, orna- 
mented with divine grace, are made the 
habitation of the Holy Ghoſt. The cha- 
rity of God, that gift more eſtimable and 
precious chan all the created treaſures of 
earth or heaven, is diffuſed into your 


hearts. Now peace and pleaſure ſmile 


around you: you can now. look with 
ee beyond che grave: life, im- 
mortality, 


* 


/ 
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mortality, | and never-ending blifs, are 
now your own inheritance. Oh! my 
beloved, a whole life employed and pour- 
ed forth in praiſe and thankſgiving, muſt 
appear a ſmall return for theſe mereies. 
The bleſſed in the manſions of glory will 
: ſpend endleſs ages in fi inging hymns of 
praife for theſe favours; and eternity it- 
{elf will appear too ſhort. for ſatisfying: , 
me defires of thankfulneſs, and paying 
chat debt of gratitude, which it will be ſo 
ſweet and ſo delightful to pay to the great 
Giver-of all good gifts. Can you then, 
Chriſtian brother, after you have been 
thus diſtinguiſned hy the divine good- 
neſs, abuſe or forget his mercies? Can 
you deliberately trample theſe bleſſings 
under your feet, or throw them in his 
face from whom you received them! Ah! 
if you can, if you do not even tremble 
at the idea of ſuch baſeneſs, you are in- 
deed a monſter in e a In to 
human kind. 
hHeſides, colfeting on the nee of 
che EG which you have- received”. 


EE from 
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From your Redeemer, confider likewiſe 
the circumſtances in which they were 
| conferred. You were on the brink: of a 
precipice, ready to fall into endleſs miſe- 
ries. The divine Being, whom you were: 
inſulting by your crimes, held in his 
hand the ſlender thread of your life; 
and, had he broken it, that moment you 
muſt have been plunged into the bottom 
leſs abyſs. Yet he ſupported you, he: 
_ Preſerved you, that he might at length 
draw you to himſelf. Perhaps, imme 
diately. after you had: committed thoſe: 
crimes, which were ſo abominable in his 
eyes, he inſpired you with a reflection 
on the vanity of the baſe pleaſure. which 
you had juſt preferred to his friendſhip. 
Ves, in that fatal moment, when it-might- 


| have been expected that he would hurl 
his avenging lightnings on your guilty: | 


head, he, with a tenderneſs beyond ex- 
| preffion, ſent down upon your ſoul: the: 
mild and beneficent dews of clemencyr 
and goodneſs. Oh! it is ſo affecting to 
receive kindneſs from any perſon, at the 
„ 5 | _ | Very 


/ 


— 
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very time when we are inſulting and re- 
| viling him! When your Redeemer ſaw 
that-you were unhappy in your crimes, 
—torn by remorſe of conſcience, and drink 
ing down the bitter and nauſeous dregs 
of iniquity, he was touched with commi- 
ſeration; he viſited you in your afflic- 
tion;' he, whom you were inſulting, was 
| himſelf your comforter, and your friend 
in- your adverſity. Oh! my brethren, 
how vile, how execrable will you be- 
come, ſhould you return to your evil. 
ways! Conſider, moreover, the multi- 
tude of thoſe offences which the Lord 
hath been graciguſſy pleaſed to pardon. 
What a conſcience did you preſent at the 
tribunal of Chriſt! The ſight of it over- 
whelmed you with confuſion. Perhaps, 
for the ſpace of a whole year, perhaps for 
| ſeveral years, each day and each. hour 
was witneſs to many crimes. Still your 


injured Lord did nat reckon rigorouſſy 


with you. Your multiplied iniquities 
were all inſtantly pardoned, as though . 
"MED had en but one Lin In conſe- 

Hy | . quence 


t 


quence of your repentance, all your 


your crimes were then as if they had 
never been. He blotted: them out from 


: that record, where they would qtherwiſe 


have appeared againſt you, in indelible 


characters. But, if you now relapſe, 

_ oh! think, I beſeech you, what you are | 
doing: by that one act you recal all - 

your paſt i iniquities, to his remembrance : : 


vou renew and ratify them again; you 


ing of "God are without repentance ;. (Rom. 
xi.) and therefore, that ſins once par- 


But obſerve what you do, when you re- 
lapſe into pn. You retraft your tears 
| and contrition: you give, as it were, 2 


| new conſent to your former crimes ;. you -< 4 
repent that you have repented of them: 
von ſay to God, though your tongue 
would falter at the attempt to repeat it, 
ou ſay, in the diſpoſition. of your heart: 
Vor. II. MW, - N For- 


11 Rains were at once effaced from his ſights j 


provoke your Judge to recal the pardon 
which he has granted. I know, that, as 
1 file teaches, the gits and the call. 


doned will never be imputed to us again. 


* 


= 


i 
15 — 
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| 0 « Forget, Lord, my tears and proteſta- | 
5 tions; T have forgotten them now my- 
_ Te 1 give you. back the pardon you 
„have granted me; I reſigh your 'fa- 
« vours.” This is the language, theſe 
are the blaſphemies, uttered by the heart 
of the relapſing ſinner, againſt . him to 
: whom the ſecrets of all hearts are diſclos 
| fed. © You ſhudder, my beloved, at the 
1 expreſſion of ſuch ſentiments. Heaven 
grant it may | give you ſuch a horror of a 
relapſe, as I "ay effeftually ſecure you 
againſt a-guilt of ſo heinous a nature, that 
it truly deſerves never to be pardoned!” 
II. In the ſecond place, the relapſing 
: nner break; through the > moſt ſolemn 
ahdfacred obligations.” He violates p - 
miſes which he had made to his God in 
his temple, before his altars / promiſes 2 
to which all the bleſſed ſpirits were wits 
neſſes, and which made the court of hea- 
ven reſound with 30y*! an alliance ratifi- | 
ed by all that is moſt auguſt in Religſon, 
and ſealed with the blood of Chriſt Jeſus: 
5 The promiſes which clans made were 
"WF [+44 +3 © met. 
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not made lightly, and precipitately: they 


vere dictated by mature and cool delibe- 


| ration. You, determined to. enter into 


_ - the engagement with perfegt knowledge 


of all its difficulties, and perhaps after 
having long reſiſted that grace which in- 


vited and preſſed you to come to the de- 


termination: and after this; after having 
proſtrated yourſelves before God's altar, 


and ſworn to him eternal allegiance,” re- 


ceiving into. your breaſts the. precious 
body and blood of Jeſus, as the pledge of 


your. future fidelity; after having dedi- | 


cated yourſelves to his ſervice, in the 


| fight of Earth and Heaven; you. violate 


your faith, you. will not abide by your 
proteſtations. Oh man! where is that 
honour and fidelity on which you pique | 
yourſelves in your concerns with your.” 
fellow. creatures? You are delicate about 
keeping your word, when you | have giv- 
en it to another man, Should any one 
ſuſpect you of fraud or diffimulation, you 
would be affronted, you would be ſorely 
hurt at aht ſuſpicion. And yet you can 
* 2 | be 


ith 
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be unfaithful and perfidious to your ſo- 
vereign Lord, without a blufſi!! With 
reſpe@ to him you can fet ſincerity and 
integrity aſide: you can aft without ho- 
nour, without truth, without probity! 
Oh! be at leaſt as faithful to Jeſus as 
you are to his creatures. Let Religion, 
as well as Civil Society, find you open, 
fincere, faithful, incapable of forfeiting 

your word. Was it to deal with men 
only, that you have been gifted by bea- 
ven with a liberal, generous, and upright. 
heart? Where ſhould you moſt wiſh to 
fhow forth thoſe amiable qualities? Sure- 
ty in your intercourſe with that eternal 
Being from whom you received them. 
Never forget thoſe moments, when, 
touched with a ſenſe of your own miſe- 
ries, and moved by the grace of repent- 
ance, you came to lay the anguiſh of 
your heart before the Miniſter of Chriſt. 
What fighs then heaved your breaſt ! * 
How ſincere was your regret for wh: 
was paſt! How fervently did you then 
reſolve to walk Og” life in the fir 


—— Yeu 
— 
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and beautiful paths of goodneſs! How 
tenderly did you ſay to your God, witn 
the penitent St. Auguſtin; © Too late 
have Tknown thee, O ancient Truth: 
* t00 late have I loved thee, O O ancient 
« Beauty: too long have I gone aſtray 
© from thee. From this moment, O my 
« ſoyercign God, I deſire to be ever 

„ thine!” How often have you ſaid, 
when you returned from the confeſſional 


and the altar, that you found yourlelvgs 


interiorly happy, in being eaſed of ſo 
heavy and painful a burthen; that a joy 
ſprang up in your minds, with which be- 


fore you were unacquainted; that a calm 


. neſs and peace was diffuſed through your 
| fouls, which made the moment of your 
reconciliation with God the ſweeteſt and: 
molt comfortable moment of your lives?“ 
 Fickle and perfidious mem, vill vou hen 
again quit the ways of pleaſantneſs! again: 
take wp that oppreſſive: ad, which you 
ſo 'rejaiced' to have thrown of your 
ſhoulders! Suacly, the very ſtones will 
F 1 85 out againſt vi thoſe ſacred Tribu- 
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e 
_ 


— 
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nals, which were the depoſitaries of your 


ſighs, your tears, and your crimes; the 


walls of the temple, - which reſounded 


— 


with your perfidious proteſtations, will 
appear in judgement, and confound you 
at the laſt day, before the whole: on | 


wy of men and angels. 

III. Moreover, by diet a Hy 
dien of your Redeemer, you ſhow the 
moſt deliberate contempt of his juſtice; 
and of his mercies. The relapſing ſinner 
ſubjects himſelf to the dominion of Satan, 
after having examined and- Experienced 
the advantages, and taſted the ſweets, 
which are found in the ſervice oo Chriſt 
Jeſus. Having compared the yoke of 
Chriſt with the ſlavery of ſin; the peace 
and the comforts of the one, with the 
falſe joys, the ſhame, and the turpitude 
of the other; the eſtimate being taken; 
the advantages on eachfide fairly weigh- 
ed; Heaven, and its eternity of deligbts, 
compared with the world and its fleeting 
pleaſures; ; iniquity with juſti * x 
noon of — with the charms of 

grace 


the en- 


E 
grace and innocence; Jeſus Chriſt with. 
- tha profane idol which ſtands in oppoli- 
tion to him; being thus: determining be- 
tween two parties, he declares in favour 
of the world, of iniquity, of ſenſuality ; 
he: pronounces, that the idol, that the 
object of his criminal deſires, is more ex- 
cellent, more amiable, more deſerving 
of his homage, than the Lord of Glory. 
Alu not therefore à blind choice, 
which ignorance and inexperience may! 
excuſe. Nor can you extenuate your 
relapſe, by alledging that you have been 
Inevitably ſurpriſed. How ſurpriſed, my L 
brethren! You know your own, weak - 
neſs; you know the temptations which, 
have before ſeduced you; and can either 
flee from the occaſions of theſe tempta- 
tions, or arm yourſelves againſt them 
A melancholy experience has made you 
but too ſkilful in that particular. You, 
cannot be carried by an eaſy tranſition 
from virtue 10 vice, without remorſe, 
without hearing the voice of conſcience, 
7 n. you with your baſenels. No, 
- „„ 
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my friends: before your repentance, 
perhaps long habits of ſin might have 


calmed your conſcience, and enabled 


you to multiply 1 iniquities in a deſtructive 
tranquillity. But now, the firſt time you 

attempt to ſin again, ah! you will ſhud- 
der; you will recoil back; your heart 
will draw itſelf inwardly at the appear- 
ance of guilt, will refuſe the criminal in- 
dulgence, will ſtruggle with grace. 
therefore, when thus enlighened, tow 
attracted by the beauty: of 'innoc | 
thus held back by the power of divine | 
grace, — yourſelves on, may 

25 3 ee eee 
— 3 an:hebide 
that your God will ſuffer himſelf to be 
thus inſulted another time. Alas! you 
cannot be far from reprobation. Trem< 


ble, teſt that relapſe ſhould. fix you am | | 
movably in guilt, ſhould Ell up the mea- | 5 


fare of your iniquities; and the boſom of 
the God of mercies be never eee 


* to > receive 3 
4 4 8 25 YC | Chitin. 


Chriſtian brother, before you were 
converted by the grace of Jeſus, you 
ſinned with leſs remorſe; you had bat 


an imperfedt knowledge of the Lord 
whom you offended; you had not ſo of- 


ten experienced his- mercies; you: had 


not taſted his ſweets in ſuch abundance ; 
and chefſe eirc umſtances extenuated your 
guilt. Bui ſhould you hereaſter attempt 


crißfer 0 a profane Idol dh then, when 


which had conducted you 10-the light of 


truth, aſſuaged your grief, and purified 
your foul from its ſtains; hen you re- 
tea, chat by ihis at of apoltacy. you are 


knees will ſhake under you; your eyes 


will n wild and frantic; your counte- 


h which 2 
Sious incenſe; the tongi _ ck ze 0. 
renoune him. whoſe p aiſes 


io abandon: your God, and to offer ſa- 


about to render all your penitential la- 
bours uvain and abortive; ab! then ur. 


* „ * * 
* 5. ten 
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ten e to repeat, will hardly find 
| power to liſp out the blaſphemous words. 
[Theſe are the agitations Wr 
prian ſo eloquently deſcribes in thoſe 
Who, at the time of perſecution, return- 

ed to Idolatry: and theſe wilb be the diſ- 
treſſes of your ſouls in the moment of 
your relapſe into ſin; theſe are the pangs 
vhich will rend your hearts. Oh! ſhould 
you be ſo unhappy as to ſacrifice again to 
ſome idol of intereſt or ambition, or at 
te ſhrine of ſome ſenſual gratification;:l - 
- muſt then be compelled to viſſ that yo 


= had remained i 1n your former. darkneſs. 


Why were you ever taught the truths of 
God? Why did you ever know the Lord 


us Glory? Alas! it had been far better 
for you never to have entered into the 2 


"a eee but Now! wo 


paths of holineſs, chan thus to have again 
dlͤeparted from them. Ohl that 1 had 
5 ee AE Sev ry the 3 1 ind 


ö Wee! would have been ignorant bind, i 
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"Le8995 I 
not, perhaps, have been charged with 
the dreadful guilt of deſpiſing and blaſ- 
pheming the living Gd. 
But what have] ſaid?—Remains there 
no alternative? Muſt you either abuſe. 
the gifts of God, or deprive yourſelves 
of them? No, my friends: it is not by 
keeping at a diſtance from the fountain 
of grace that you are to avoid impiety: 
it is not by throwing off the yoke of Je- 
ſus that you are to become better men; 
but by obſerving his law with docility of 
mind, and humble obedience of heart; 
by ſubduing your paſſions; by the fre- 
quent participation of the ſacraments ;: 
by frequent intercourſe with heaven: in- 
meditation and prayer; by fleeing from: 
dangerous occaſions; by fighting vali- 
antly the battles of the Lord; By theſe 
means you are to fix the inconſtaney of- 
your hearts; to ſecure ꝑeace to your- 
ſouls. Thus you are to become ſtrengthi- 
ened with might by the ſpirit of God unto 
the inward man: that Chriſt may dwell lj 
JO in your hearts ; that, being rooted and 
7 „ * 15 
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SE RMO ON XXIV.” 


| SECONDSUNDAY AFTER KASTER. 
On the; means ofavoiding a Relpls into Sin. 


— * 


ade N * ein ns the 
5 that we, being dead to ſins, Mala 


Has to 4 0 1 Dan. 24. 


Lusn Ss nay beet Gee 
indulging'the pleaſing iden that you were 


of his refurreftion, and had begun to 


bad once ſtrayed away from the guidance 
of the ſhepherd into the by-ways and 


rugged paths of error and iniquity, ydu 
had returned to the fold, and, lamenting; 


your unfortunate miſtake, had deter- 


gas abidehengefuuth ever . | 
his 


— 


F 


K 


his edi ;—indulging this comfort- 
able perſuaſion, I endeavoured to con- 
firm you in your good purpoſe, by 
ſhowing to you the enormity of a relapſe 
into ſin. You then ſaw the unnatural 
ingratitude, che baſe perfidy of the re- 
lapſing ſinner, and his inſolent contempt 
of the majeſty of God; and I truſt in 
the mercies of Jeſus, that you now wiſn 
moſt earneſtly: to take every precaution 
neceflary for preſervin g be ſo 

_ _ direful a calamiiy?ꝰ· ig „ oy 
But to have ſhown you the evil | is not 
ſufficient. The guide, Who contents 
himſelf with pointing out to the unwary 
in danger of falling, only half inſtrucig 
him: to complete the friendly — 
he muſt ſhow him the ſpot where the road 
8 opens into the perilous path which he 
muſt avoid; and mark out the track of 


anſety wich he would wf him to purſue. | 


This is my intention this evening I 


will how-you where you uſually ny - 
. paths of goodneſs 


8 [3 $79 1 1 55 
75 and peace, by- conſidering” hene it 
. proceeds, that" your reſurreQion to the 


life of grace, in theſe days of ſalvation; 
is generally of ſo ſhort a duration, that 


your former evil habits and criminal 


paſſions hardly wait for the end of the 
ſolemnity, before they regain the aſcen- 
dant over your hearts. We will examine 
into the cauſes of this ſo common and 
ſo dangerous a deſertion of your vir- 7 
tuous principles; for, in this caſe, to 5 
| know the ſouree of the diſorder is, in e 
to have diſcovered the remed. 
I ſay, therefore, that you do not Rm 
Pew in the practice of virtue, becauſe; 
in che firſt place, you forget, or neglett 
10 put in execution; the reſolutions 


E wich you had formed to employ the 


means neceſſary for guarding your inno- 
cence, and ſtrengthening your eee 
habits: ſecondly, becauſe you do not 
carefully avoid whatever is capable of 
weakening the force of Divine Grace in 
your ſauls. Theſe are the general 
cauſes of a ane into ſin. A condutt 
wa - Es "Is n 


* 


— 
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__ relative. to the means which ve then 


5 C 25 1 
direaly nnen ts; this will 10 crowned” 
with the giſt of perſeverance, and ſecure 

to you the re of Four ae 
1 * ae e into me. de- 
auemly attributed v0 a negleA of putting. 
into execution certain reſolutions which 
| ve formed at the time ef our converſion, 


judged neceſſary for preſerving. that 
newneſs of life into which we had juſt 
entered. At Eaſter, when you laid 

your fins. and miſeries at che feet of 
Jeſus z touched with a lively ſenſe of 
your paſt misfortunes, and cager to ſe- 
eure the ineſtimable treaſure of inno- 
cence and grace, of which you had then 
juſt regained the poſſ ion, you deter- 
mined with . yourſelves. to take certain 
precautions, to practiſe ſuch and fuch. 
particular ſolſ- denials, to be affiduousin. 
certuin exercifſes of devotion, Which 
yo a] would be evidently conducive: ; 


o he ſupport of your conſtancy; i in ix- 


e. nn lat dealt, uf you were 
"th truly 


1 
ol * 
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truly converted, you formed, as it were;. 
the whole plan of your future lives. You 
ſaid; for example, in your own hearts: 


My life has lately been one continued . 


round of diſſipation and diftraftion : 
henceforth, certain hours ſhall be allotted: 
to religious retirement, in which I will: 
commune with my own heart, and com- 
mune with Heaven. In ſuch a company, 
the converſation frequently turns on che 
veakneſſes and ſerret faults of others 3 
che leading topicks of diftourſe are de- 

famation and ſcandal : if circumſtances 
oblige me to mix with them again, 1 will 
at leaſt be Kent, or manifeſt, as far as 


prudence. ſhall dictate, my diſpleaſure 


at ſuch cruel amuſement. 'A regular 
in e ſhall be ſet apart for prayer and 


ti 
meditation. I vill frequent che Sacra- 
nents, that my ſoul, by feeding often: 
on the bread of life, may be nouriſhed 
with divine grace, and invigorated ſo as. 
to run rapidly on in the way of God's 
commandments.” In a word, my breth< 
| a ä at that time à clear and 

| diſtin& | 


— 


0 . but in your imaginations. Vain 


aver mind, which pleaſe becauſe 
they are new; and are loved only in ideal 
Charmed with. the novelty of theſe reſo- 
lutions, which are ſo eaſily made, you 


much effort, and with the ſame pleaſure 
Which you found in making them. The 
ſmame of violating promiſes, ly, 


28 J 
diſtinct view of your own miſeries, feel+ 
ing moſt ſenſibly your recent,/wounds, 


f which ſtill continued to bleed, you * 


plied to each its proper remedy. 


In this you acted wiſely; for, indeed, 
without ſuch prudent foreſight, you could 


not hope to maintain the health of your 
ſouls. | But, my brethren, have you not 
often made ſuch reſolutions as theſe for- 
und what became of them in 
practice? Why, they never had any 


&s, which amuſe an idle and ſpe- 


fancied yo could keep them without 


doning reſolutions, which you had ſu. 


recently made before the altars of the 


55 Om» High. God, and which were con- 


/ 


firmed by the blood of the Lamb whom. | 


3 YOu 
— a 


* 2B 1 


you then received into your breaſts, for 


a time held you back. But this fervour 
was ſoon abated : you began by degrees 


to perſuade yourſelves that your reſolu- 


tions bordered too much upon ſcrupulo- 
ſity; that you had taken upon yourſelves 


an unneceſſary burthen. It was a weak- 


neſs, you began to think, to create for 


yourſelves additional obligations. You 


ſuppoſed you might ſave your ſouls 
vithout all chat cireumſpection and nicety; 


without approaching ſo often to the ſa- 
eraments; without reciting thoſe prayers; 


without daily meditation; without ap- 
plying thoſe remedies to ,your-/ natural | 


_ infirmities.-: Thus your reſolutions were 


eluded; ont after the other. The plan | 


of life which you had-laid down, you did 


not even remember any longer: and, 

when you began 10 make light of What 

vo ; before; thought very important oe 
en you had overcome what you called 


your ſcruples, and began to be unfaithful | 
to your | Redeemer ; you! conſidered 
"ES as tated: of a galling yoke, 
and 


* . 


. 
» 


— 


5* 
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and, entering again into a ſtate besen 
of which you had been foolifh to 
| a ware even. en a mo- 
fo | Here was ai . 25 * e 
The execution ef thoſe reſolu- 
tions e have been the ſecurity oh. 
your ur virtue: but to imagine you can 
perſevere, while you negle& the only 
| means by which Heaven-hath decreed. 
dar che grace of perſeverance ſhall be 
—_ obtained; is the height of preſumption. : 
Youpreſcribed yourſelves certain hours 
tor eee ſerious recolleftion, be- 
eauſe you were ſenſible, that, unleſs. 
aapported by mat holy exerciſe; your 
piety would cool, your paſſions would 
| regain their vigour, and che world, find. 
_ ing your minds unoccupied by heaventy. 
things, would again emer and tale pol. 
leſſion. Lou reſolved too oe certain 
mortificati ons to your” corrupt deſires, 
to court retirement, to” place u guard 
 bver your ſenſes, &c. being perſuaded. 
1 * experience that your ' 


weakneſs. 
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weakneſs would yield to the viblengs! of 
temptation, unteſs fortified by theſe at- 
tentions. But, if you 'negleR' them, 
how cam it be poſſible that divine grace 
mould not be extinguiſhed in your heart? 
_ Every principle” Within you, and every 
| object around you, con ſpires to diminiſh 
its influence: and there VO 6 f 
nouriſh and increaſe it. 3 
Any remiffueſs, moreover, in 4 
executing of your good purpoſes, is the 
more dangerous, not only becauſe theſe 
pious practices are the means Which 
every Chriſtian muſt employ for che pre- 
ſervation ef "his virtue, but becauſe 
Almighty Göd, having infpired you 
with theſe reſolutions at the time of your” 
| repentance, gives you to underſtand that 
the keeping of them is for you particu- 
lay neceſſary, that they are the only 5 
| ſpecific remedies for your diſorders. 
By breaking them, therefore, you de- 
viate from that path by which de wonks 
have condutted you to himſelf: yorn 
fruſtrate the” cc of his mercy”: + H 


; " 1 follow 


— 
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follow. ai, line of conduct different RE 
that which the ſpirit of God hath marked 
out before vou: like the foaohſh man, 
+; you build your edifice on the ſand, and 

the firſt, wind often tation e nene 


e 


. 11. In the, fond Place:) you Fog 
5 into fin, becauſe you do not ſtudiouſſy 
avoid whatever is capable of diminiſhing 
the power of Divine Grace in your hearts: 
thay is, you do not fly from thoſe occa- 
as; which, have proved ſo often fatal 
to your innocence; from that company, 
where, intemperance, profane converſa- 
ilon, levity, folly, the abſence of every 
thing ſerious, and a combination of all 
that can diſſipate and enervate the mind, | 
joined to; the contagious example of 
your aſſociates, have ſo, frequently tri- 
umphed over your weakneſs, and will 
ſio eaſihy triumph over it again. Vou 
viſit once more that phjętt of; your, im- 
ure affeftions, to which you were be- 
5 fore enſlaved; and again court its familia- 
rie You en to e Pjaggs.« of pubs . 


ic 


33 . 5 
n | | * 


„„ © 
he amuſement, thoſe gay teenec⸗ where 3 
all is flattering. to the ſenſes; where all 
conſpires to throw you off your guard, 
and lull your reaſon into a bewitching 
ſleep, while ſenſual affections are per- 
mitted to wander whitherſoever they will. 
Againſt theſe rocks, unleſs you are care- 
ful to ſteer wide of them in future, all 
you projects of amendment will cer- 
tainly ſplit- You are impoſed upon, 
my brethren," you are moſt groſsly de- 
ceived, if you flatter yourſelves that you 
can expoſe your virtue to theſe —_— | 
Denne and bring it off victorious. 
Reaſon as you will; form RIAL 
tpi ci0us pretexts you pleaſe; you cannot 
ſucceed Vou ſay: „Now that I have 
niade my peace with Heaven, now that 
divine love is the ruling paſſion of my 
heart, iT am in leſs danger of being ſe· 
5 duced. I Thall now be more cautions; 
e circumfpect. Beſides, it would 
- not be decent; though' the company 1 
have kept has indeed betrayed me into 
guilt, 3 it E not be de cent, nor civil 
97 ; | * - ** ; 25 


C 


9 


5 e break with hem oh wal all at 
once. What would the world ſay of me? 
have obligations to them, and it were 
3 ingratitude to deſert them: it would be 
1 a detriment to my buſineſs, or a dimi- 
1 nution of my intereſts; and one cannot 
give up every thing. — Nay, perhaps, 
now that 1 have reformed my life, I may 
| © beclnflrmental. under Cod in bringing 
back thofe with whom 1 have ſinned 
to a ſenſe of their duty: at leaſt, there 
can be no oven: eee the ex 
j periment. OUPS HED, 
Theſe are your enen Bus 1 
tell you, by the authority of my great 
Maſter, to whom I muſt ane day give 
an account of your ſouls, that by acting 
_ * thus you tempt God, and that by loving 
the danger you will periſh in it. Indeed, 
my friends, no raſhneſs can be equal to 
* tis. It is an article of your faith, that 
pan cannot reſiſt temptations without | 
the aid of Divine Grace. Now, on 
vhat ground do you reſt your confidence, 
that God vill ſupport you by his grace in 


fr 


0 * , wn . . 
14+ ; 4 3 bs: 
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as midſt of theſe dangers? ? He com. 
mands you, not to expoſe your virtue (o 
any hazard: he admoniſhes you, that 
you carry his grace in, weak and, frail 
veſſels; and that to neglect watching it 
with the utmoſt, caution, is to, render 
yourſelves unyorthy to poſſeſs it. And 
yet, while. you: deliberately ruſh 1 into pe- 
rils, from which he commands you to 
retreat, do you truſt that he will proteł 
vou? Preſumptuous man 1 What! 
vill the Lord grant you his protection, 
becauſe from your falſe confidence and 
1 raſhneſs, you delerve taperiſh ? Will hne 
give you his graces as a reward for your 
eontempt of his commands? Where 
then would. be his Jultics,, his. wiſdom, | 

his ſanRity? | 
My. beloved. not. to avoid that which,” 
bas hitherto been to an occaſion: of 
is, itſelf a crime: it is a crime, he- 
cauſe your drawing near yith pleaſure to 
chat which has been the, origin of your: 
misſartunes, your ſamiliariſing Nortel 
with. objects which have formerly given 
Vor. II. e EE death 


—— 


Ol 


%. 
* 
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death to your fouls, your ſeeking to 
breathe again an infected and corrupted | 


- air, furniſhes a demonſtrative proof that 


Jou do not deteſt your paſt iniquities: 
it is a crime, becauſe to ſeek an oppor- 
tunity of combating with the enemies of 
your virtue, is to ſeek to be vanquiſhed 
and ruined a very plauſible title to the | 
divine protection in the hour of peril! * 
You endeavour to merit it by inſult- 


ing his wiſdom, and d deſpiung his | mer- 


cies. 2 
But why ds: I Jeilol N you in this. 


manner ? Is there any need of proofs 


to convince you that you will fall again, 
3 you expoſe yourſelves to danger? Ah! 


no: here. your own experience 1 


for me. F requently, vearied out vith, 
the purſuit of iniquity, torn by remorſe, 

| Mules with the objefs which had en- 
kindled your paſſions, you determined 
to break your chains, and enter into the 
happy liberty of the children of God. 

Well, you did ſo: but you nee, 


that, "when ao firſt fe rvour was abated... 


ih. : — by 
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by ſome little oppoſition, you 1 
by almoſt imperceptible advances, to 
draw near to that profane fire which had 
before conſumed your innocence. | At 
firſt, you proceeded with cautious ſtep ; ; 
you were moderate, reſerved, timid : 
but preſently, a little indulgence in 
drinking, in difſolute converſation, in 
| familiarity with dangerous objects, EN 
cited : an appetite for more. Soon after, | 
vice no longer appeared ſo frightfal in 
your eyes: and then quickly your vows 
and proteſlations v were given to the wind, | 
and y your c criminal chains were faſt ri- 
vetted again. Thus, perhaps, notwith- 
| ſtanding e all your fine purpoſes, notwith- . 
ſtanding you have been ſo often con- 

verted, you found, when laſt you pre- © 
pared, yourſelves for the participation 

of the Sacraments, that the fame temp- 
tations | had uniformly | prevailed, and 

that vo were, the ame en, . ha | 
always b „ 5 
Theſe are che leſſons which; you Kor : 
MER, by - your own . 
| +4 „ xs _ 


Vito . 
41. 
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But, tell me now, how — you 4a 

from experience in any. temporal con- 

cern? Suppoſing you had been defrauded 
by ſome perſon with whom you had 
dealings, or to whom you entruſted 

: your. property ; would you give that 
perſon your confidence again? Ob 
„ burnt child "Beals the fire; 
8 you would ſay, 1 have done with Him | 

y am not to be cozened a fecond time. . 

Thus you would reaſon, with 1 regard to 

your temporal poſſeſſions. Would you 

; not? Ah! the children of this wortl 5 

are indeed wiſer i in their generation _ 
the. children of light. - | Your virtue, 
graces of Heaven, your. eternal Myrt. 

: neſs, you will expoſe to every Gang er: 
= BY you will venture repeatedly "to <ohfide 
=} thoſe by \ whom you have been ſo often 
1 robbed gf thoſe invaluable bleffings. 

1 5 and prudent in condutting 
6 every other buſineſs— for your greateſt, 
Four only intereſts, you are without 
1 ſolicitude, without care, Vithout atten- 


f tion. * Baring inconſiſteney and 
ä 


— . 
* 


j 


„„ an 
* abſurdity of ſuch conduct needs no 


comment of mine: 1 leave it to your 


own, rellections. 
But you ſay: As I am now better | 


diſpoſed, 1. ſhall be more upon my 
guard.” —Better diſpoſed, my brethren! 
To be ready to expoſe yourſelves to 
danger, is to be very ill diſpoſed indeed. 
It is not a mark that the Spirit of God 7 
reſides in your ſouls. The firſt diſpo- 
ſition which the Holy Ghoſt forms in 
our hearts, is a diffidence in ourſelves, 
which cauſes us to work out our ſalva- 
tion with fear and trembling. If the 
Divine Spirit hath formed in you the 
new man, who is created in juſtice, 
ſandtity, and truth, the more ſolicitous 
ſhould you be to flee from any temp- 
tation which may poſſibly ſeduce you to 
degenerate into your former vileneſs, 
and to put on e che Gi of eren. 
| Was tar 


Jou fay, (for I mean to bes the 


af which I before mentioned, one 
A 16 8 you. fay : + 66 It wil not be civil, | 


£ Py => 


nor qecen, 10 e tuch I ee vl o- 
world will talk of it. 1 
anſwer, 5 the rules of civility, "which _ 


ciety: 


men have eftabliſhed, are never 'td be 
"ſet in 01 


fition tothe laws-of the 'Gof- 


pel. "Your eternal intereſts make 'ſach 


a difficulty as this perfectly ridiculous. 


Does a man that is in the midſt of the 


flames, examine whether civility, or he 
opinions of the world, atlow- of his 

making his eſcape? | No: he takes to 

flight before he has time for . 


thoughts. The idea of his being; 

to periſh, occupies his whole n 6 
4 and fets him Inſtantly upon every means 
| of: ſafety. Ah! my friends, only love 
your immortal ſouls as you do your 


| periſhable bodies, and I ſhall have no 
occaſion to anſwer ſuch Ly" *. 


ments. 


You fay thas you e addons 


"which you muſt diſcharge. Les, you 


have indeed obligations: but che firſt of 


them is to love God above all things, 


. and to ſanAlify your ſow. . obli- 


Sation 


— 


Fs * - 
5$ $5 
I l 5 
x - 
— * 


"Yai Genes 10 bind, Fön e ment e 


| A ineo. ipatible with ſalvation. Duty, 5 
— gratitade, fidelity, and every other debt 
Which we can owe to man, muſt give 
Way to 'thoſe higher duties f gratztude, 

obedlience, an fidelity to our Creator. 

If you be ſwayed by any worldly inte- 
reſt in refufing to facrifice attachments 

dangerous to your ſouls,” femember, 
chat the fortune which a Chriſtian is to 

make, is to be derived from the Friend- 
mip of Cod. With that you have All 
things. Vnitet to Jefits, though fitting 
with fob on the dithg<hill, in poverty, 
ignominy, pain, and /anguifh, you afe 
rich and -renowned; and may be eafy, 
content, and happy. To think ef in- 

: ſpititig others with ſentiments of Reli- 
gion, white you expoſe yourſelves (o 
ruin, is a mere deluſion. Save your t 
own ſouls. You'ate not fent to labour 

For the ſalvation of others, to your on 38 
deſtrucion. Thus, my friends, after 
examining and ſerfoufly weighing every 

A which can "BE alledged, you 


2 i will 


- 


4 a” J * 
vill "Ie and that on NO. pretence 
hate ver vou can be allowed, to place 
yourſelves deliberately. again in the way 
of temptation, and that, if you he guilty 
of ſuch raſhneſs, you will be certainly 
ruined, He that loveth danger Shall be 
rt in it. (Eccleſ. iii.) "RT's 


* . Ab; therefore; you, deſire to —_ a 


1 into ſin; if you dread becoming 
once more enſlaved under the tyranny 5 

of Satan; follow invariably the advice 

— which I 3 this day given you. By 
no other method can you ſecure your 
virtue. Let no languor, no indolence, 5 


15 > * no ſelf-confidence, or any other motive, 
yon you to break. your good reſolves, 


3 3p or expoſe yourſelves to the occaſions of 


n. In this ſteady perſeverance, it can- 

3 not be but you will feel much pain o- 
eaſionally. Self. love muſt be often ſa- 

. crificed: corrupt nature will be uneaſy 
and murmur. But reaſon. and religion 

1 .muſt 1 rate vou above her ſuggeſtions, 
and make n en » to ligen to her 


eee, 4 a 
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Animate your courage, by refleliings 
wha a happineſs it is tp belong to God; 
io have broken down that wall of ſepa- 
ration which kept you from the em- 
| braces of your ſovereign good; to have 
returned to the boſom of your -tender 
parent, after having wandered ſo long 
in darkneſs and diſtreſs; to taſte the 
ſweets and comforts of a good conſci- 
ence, after having ſo long borne the op- 
preſſive and cruel weight of your crimes. 
| You now live for him that made you: 
now you derne be- bed and moſt gene 
rous of maſters: you now tend to an 
object worthy FF, your immortal ſouls; 
you love him who can fill your hearts, 
who alone can make his friends and ſer- 
vants perfectly happy. Your labours 
are now directed to bleſſings permanent 
and ſubſtantial, even to the uf and 
glories of 8 te | 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 


Fn: 
KR 


{} 


1 


i 


* 


1 


1 


145 


N 


3 = 
. N 

fg +. 

. * * 

FEY 


5 


* b- 
- * 
Ay 8 C 
* — et 
N £ 
Pg 


* 
* * 
e . 
* FRY 
6 ; 


# 
* > 2 
. 
4 
2 * 
5 
* 
2 
: 
« # a 
on * 
” 
\ 
8 


bd 
* 
* 


— 


* * * 
2 * 
Bd 
— 
we 6 
* 
c 84 n 
* 


1 8 5 « 
F 5 * 4 4 % 1 * 
; © : | 
oy I : L . 8 0 . ie 
M45 34-4 < a the w : | 
5 8 n 
* 


2 


